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Along Springfi eld Ave was The Manzil Room — later 

creatively called Springfi eld’s.

The Manzil was popular for very few reasons: the 

atmosphere was dank, the carpet stuck, the air stank, 

the compulsory food was undeniably the hardest 

in town to keep down, and the bands were often as 

wacked as the audience.

Gee it was fun though … one of the few really late night 

clubs that gave the average punter at least a chance 

to gain entry to its low light, low budget delights. The 

Manzil gave many bands the opportunity to learn to 

perform long and late, and gave the audience equal 

experience in staying upright, all night with only a 

little help from their friends.

8 let’s go to... no let’s not!

The Chevron (Hilton) and its Silver Spade Room was 

ostensibly the fi nest upmarket night club for grown-up 

Sydney in the ’60s and ’70s (the Chevron opened in 

1960, and was demolished in 1985 after a brief new 

life as a mod rock venue).  Audiences could wine, dine 

and be entertained by the fi nest the wider world of 

entertainment could provide. Ella Fitzgerald, Shirley 

Bassey and Sammy Davis would do the honours while 

Sydney socialites lapped up the fi ne fare and true 

international celebrity status of the Chevron.

The Beatles, however, were deemed unsuitable as 

Chevron guests for their 1964 tour — crowd control and 

annoyance being cited as the major reasons. So the Fab 

Four were booked in to the Sheraton, directly opposite, 

and the crowds gathered in their thousands at the very 

best place with a view of the Sheraton balconies, right 

outside the Chevron.

The Sheraton thrusts narrowly upwards, plain and 

unadorned, not unlike it was when the Beatles waved 

from the balconies (George in a towel only), delighting 

many Australian female fans.

The Sheraton is now called Azure Apartments. 

Hopefully future developers will let it be.
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SYDNEY FANS MEET THE 

BEATLES – AT THE SHERATON
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Other venues around the Cross worthy of a look include 

the artist hangout The Yellow House at 59 Macleay 

St (it’s the yellow building) and the guest house and 

bar to the stars -  the Sebel in Ward Ave. There’s also 

the greatest ever modern era nightclub,  Arthur’s in 

Victoria  St;  just  along from the Piccadilly Hotel, itself 

the home to many nightclubs of exclusivity and always 

evolving character. 
Long gone is Benny’s the music industry spiv hangout; 

Paradise Jazz Cellar in Darlinghurst Rd; and the great 

Lee Gordon’s Sound Lounge.

10 GONE AND ALMOST FORGOTTEN

And it is literally downhill from here if walkers 

choose to visit the site of perhaps the strangest 

and greatest venue that Sydney ever (pre)

fabricated, the Old Tin Shed itself. The Sydney 

Stadium, in all its revolving and revolting glory 

played host to the Lee Gordon Era of the ’50s and 

’60s and welcomed the fi rst true mass stars of 

popular music: Frank Sinatra, Johnnie Ray, Bill 

Haley, Buddy Holly and The Beatles plus the new 

Aussie thrusters like Johnny O’Keefe — all going 

round’n’round and round’n’round — like a record 

on the ever-revolving stage at the Stadium.
If you do walk down the bottom of Bayswater Rd 

or Craigend St, avoid eight lanes of traffi c and 

hop a fence,   there’s several concrete  railway 

stanchions and a plaque  that seems to remember 

a former NSW government minister called Ken 

Booth, but not a word about  the famous or even 

infamous from the world of rock’n’roll.
NSW politicians might well remember our own 

slogan for this series of rock’n’roll podcasts and 

urban strolls: “Remember the fame, ’cause the 

shame lasts forever.

11 Round and round: dizzying highs and lows
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 1 Stanley Palmer Culture Centre 2 St. Peters Church Hall 3 Kings Cross Hotel/Surf City 4 El Rocco 5 Hampton Court Hotel 6 New World Bar 7 Metro Theatre 8 The Roosevelt Club 9 Manzil Room 10 Sheraton 11 Yellow House 12 Sydney Stadium Plaque
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 1 Stanley Palmer Culture Centre

 2 Strawberry Hills Hotel

  (formerly Southern Cross)

 3 Aurora Hotel

 4 Trade Union Club

 5 Hopetoun Hotel

• SURRY HILLS


