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Lord Mayor and councillors
The City of Sydney is represented by the Lord Mayor and 9 councillors who are elected until the next ordinary election in September 2024.
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	Lord Mayor – Councillor Clover Moore AO

    
	Deputy Lord Mayor –  Councillor Robert Kok
	Councillor HY William Chan
	Councillor (Waskam) Emelda Davis
	Councillor Sylvie Ellsmore
	Councillor Lyndon Gannon
	Councillor Shauna Jarrett
	Councillor Linda Scott
	Councillor Yvonne Weldon AM
	Councillor Adam Worling





The City of Sydney and all other councils in NSW operate within a legislative framework determined by the state government.

Our councillors are elected for a 4-year term by residents and non-residents. However, due to the 2020 election  being postponed the current Council will serve for 2 years and 9 months. 

The Lord Mayor is popularly elected. The Deputy Lord Mayor is elected by the councillors each year. All councillors represent the entire area as the City of Sydney is not divided into wards.

Councillors make decisions on all key matters at Council and Committee meetings. Members of the public can address committee meetings and may also attend Council meetings.

We consult our communities regularly to seek the opinions of residents, business owners and other interested parties to ensure they play a role in the decision-making process.





	Role of the Lord Mayor
The role of the Lord Mayor includes:

	leading decision making at council meetings
	representing the views of the council and local community
	hosting civic and ceremonial events.


The Lord Mayor also performs the role of a councillor and carries out specific functions that are delegated to the position by the Council.



	Role of councillors
The primary role of a councillor is to make decisions and develop policies that guide our activities. This role is performed at Council and committee meetings, where the decision-making occurs.

Councillors provide leadership and guidance and facilitate communication between the Council as a governing body and our communities.

All councillors represent the entire local area as it's not divided into wards.



	Councillor conduct
Councillors adhere to our code of conduct and other relevant policies such as the code of meeting practice, and procedures relating to facilities and expenses. 



	Expenses and facilities
Councillors are entitled to be provided with necessary resources and facilities, and to have relevant expenses reimbursed, to support them to effectively perform their role.

Our councillors’ expenses and facilities policy outlines the payment of expenses and provision of facilities to the Lord Mayor and councillors, and provides a framework to ensure accountability and transparency.



	Annual fees
Councillors and mayors are entitled to receive an annual fee that's subject to tax for carrying out their duties. This is paid in monthly instalments in arrears.

Generally, the fee paid will depend on the size of the council, the number of people it serves and the assets it manages. A councillor or mayor in a small rural council will generally get paid less than a councillor or mayor in a metropolitan council.

Each year, the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal determines the maximum and minimum fees payable by each category of council to councillors and mayors. The tribunal is required to make a determination by 1 May each year, taking effect from 1 July. Councils can't pay councillors and mayors more than the maximum determined fee.

The City of Sydney Council is currently the only one to be categorised as a principal city. In 2000, Council resolved that the maximum fees determined by the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal will be payable.



	Lobbying councillors
Lobbying is the act of seeking to influence issues and decisions made by government officials. The Independent Commission Against Corruption has produced a guide designed to keep the process fair and protect public confidence in decision-making by councillors and local governments.

You can download the guide, called Lobbying local government councillors, from the ICAC website.









	Policies
Code of conductThe Local Government Act requires every council adopt a code of conduct that incorporates the provisions of the model code of conduct.
Published 13 May 2019

	Policies
Code of meeting practiceApplies to all Council and committee meetings of which all members are councillors.
Published 29 August 2022

	Policies
Councillors’ expenses and facilities policyThe Lord Mayor, Deputy Lord Mayor and councillors can only be reimbursed in line with this policy.
Published 7 August 2017

	Council governance & administration
Councillors’ expenditure reportsThese reports detail the expenses and facilities provided to the Lord Mayor and councillors to enable them to undertake their civic duties.
Published 13 March 2024







	The role of councils
There are 3 levels of government in Australia – federal, state and local (councils).

The NSW parliament makes laws which regulate the role, powers and responsibilities of local councils. The Local Government Act outlines:

	how councils are established
	how elections are run
	how and when councils meet
	how rates are charged
	how councils spend money
	what councils can do.


Like all councils, the City of Sydney has responsibilities under other NSW laws including the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, the Public Health Act and the Companion Animals Act.

Council also has the authority to make its own regulations and by-laws.

Councils exist to:

	provide a representative, informed and responsible decision-making body
	develop the local community and its resources in a socially just and environmentally responsible way
	ensure local public services and facilities respond effectively to community needs.




	City of Sydney functions
	Provide for development in the local area.
	Provide for local services and facilities that benefit ratepayers, residents and visitors.
	Protect health and provide for the welfare, wellbeing and interests of the local community.
	Represent and promote the interests of ratepayers and residents.
	Establish and support organisations and programs targeting the local community.
	Protect the environment and improve local amenity.
	Attract and provide infrastructure for commerce, tourism and industry.
	Manage, improve and develop resources available to Council.




	How we make decisions
The decisions we make are first discussed at a standing committee before a final decision is made at Council. These committees meet at least 10 times a year in the Council Chamber at Sydney Town Hall:

	Corporate, Finance, Properties and Tenders Committee
	Cultural and Community Committee
	Environment Committee
	Local Pedestrian, Cycling and Traffic Calming Committee
	Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee.


The Central Sydney Planning Committee, the City of Sydney Local Planning Panel and the Central Sydney Traffic and Transport Committee do not refer decisions to Council.



	Attending meetings
Members of the public can attend committee meetings. You are also welcome to attend Council meetings but you cannot address Councillors. Please read the guidelines for speakers to find out how you can be heard by Council.



	Petitions
We welcome petitions from people to let us know their concerns. To find out more, please read our petition guidelines (PDF 257 KB).









previous slide
[image: Lord mayor and councillors seated in the council chamber.]
Council meetings
[image: People walking in front of Sydney Town Hall.]
2021 election
[image: Decorative]
HistoryHistory of City of Sydney councilPublished 18 September 2020
[image: Map shows boundaries of City of Sydney local area. ]
Areas of service


next slide




	Services
	Planning for the future
	Places
	Spaces for use and hire
	Programs and grants
	Contact us
	Council


	News
	Events
	Council meetings
	Careers
	Get help in your language


Get the latest news
Subscribe by emailStay in touch
Facebook
Linked in
Instagram
Twitter
Youtube
page-footer-accessible-social-label-threads





	Access to information
	Privacy
	Terms & conditions
	Accessibility
	Media





The City of Sydney acknowledges the Gadigal of the Eora nation as the Traditional Custodians of our local area
See how we are taking action to support and recognise Sydney’s First Nations communities.







