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1.0 Background 
The Dr H J Foley Rest Park Glebe (to be referred to as Foley Park within this plan of 
management) is the central public domain focus for the Glebe community and forms an 
important visual and open space linkage between the busy commercial precinct of 
Glebe Point road, foreshore walks to Blackwattle Bay, and the quieter residential streets 
of Glebe.  

The local heritage significance of the Foley Park site to the early history of Glebe along 
with its central location along the busy commercial zone of Glebe Point Road generate a 
range of pressures and opportunities which this Plan of Management aims to address. 

The Foley Park Draft Plan of Management was commissioned by the City of Sydney in 
March 2003 and was undertaken by a consultancy team led by Landscape Architectural 
consultants Environmental Partnership over April 2004 – July 2004.  The team included 
the following specialist inputs: 

• Heritage Landscape Architecture Mayne Wilson Associates 

• Recreation Planning  Recreation Planning Associates 

• Tree Management/Arborist  Urban Forestry Australia 

The Plan of Management seeks to balance open space and community values with 
conservation of the inherent physical and cultural heritage qualities of Foley Park.  The 
plan will provide a basis for City of Sydney s ongoing management, enhancement, and 
maintenance of this important open space resource and provide a suitable basis for day 
to day and long term decision making.  

The Foley Park study area covered by this Plan of Management is defined by: 

• Pyrmont Bridge Road to the north -west; 

• Glebe Point Road to the north - east;  

• St John s Church to the east; and 

• Residential allotments to the south – southwest corner; as indicated on Figure One  

The park area is Crown Reserve under Trust Management for the care, control and 
management by City of Sydney on behalf of the Department of Lands. 

The Plan is required to achieve the following objectives: 

• address a range of pressures from local and regional visitation and usage; 

• facilitate coordination of management and masterplanning issues and 
implementation of improvement works; and to 

• meet the requirements of the Crown Lands Act 1989 and the Local 
Government Amendment (Community Land Management) Act 1998. 

The Plan of Management also provides the basis for the preparation of a Concept 
Masterplan that will apply the principles and strategies developed through this document 
to the Foley Park site.   

The Concept Masterplan Options establish a structure for detailed design and 
implementation of a programme of required improvements to the park.   

 

Dr J H Foley Rest Park is typified by its 
Victorian style garden, community 
facilities for children and streetscape 
presence within the Glebe Point Road 
precinct 
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2.0 Structure of the Plan of Management 
 
The Plan of Management process is presented in two parts: 

 

Part A – Plan of Management 

 

2 Basis for Management 

Review of Community land and Crown land management requirements and how this 
plan satisfies the requirements of the crown lands act.   

 

3 Management Strategies 

Identification of an overall planning and management vision for Foley Park, upon which 
detailed management policies are provided in practical categorisations relevant to open 
space management. 

 

4 Concept Masterplan 

Identification of planning principles and concept masterplan in response to the identified 
visions for the park, providing a basis for ongoing development of park improvements.   

 

5 Implementation 

Prioritisation of actions required for the implementation of strategies including potential 
funding / management responsibilities, and possible funding sources.   

 

Part B – Background 

 

6 Management Strategy Framework 

The framework provides the rationale for development of planning and management 
strategies, along with monitoring and evaluation targets. 

 

Part C – Background 

 

7 Review 

Review of the existing physical and cultural character of the site as a basis for 
identification of values, desired outcomes and issues, and subsequent development of 
planning and management strategies. 

 

8 Relevant Background Information 

Appraisal of literature, reports, and studies relevant to the Plan of Management process, 
along with an identification of key implications of legislation and guidelines pertaining to 
the Park. 

 

9 Appendix 

Supporting documentation and related information 
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3.0 Community and Crown land management requirements 

 
The Local Government (Community Land Amendment) Act 1998 includes guidelines for 
categorisation and core objectives for community land categories, which are, listed in 
section 2.1 Community Land Categorisation of this plan.  The core objectives are aimed 
at guiding management of the land in accordance with its inherent categorisation. 

As Foley Park is Crown Land, the plan of management is not required to provide 
categorisations under the Local Government Act.  However in order to provide relativity 
and continuity with the Cities community lands, the plan incorporates relevant 
categorisations, which would apply to the site were it community lands. 

These include: 
• Park; and 
• General Community Use; and are indicated on Figure 2.1 

Crown Lands Act 1989 

As noted in Study Area at a Glance, the park is comprised of two Crown reserves under 
trust management of the City of Sydney Council which, as well as having care and 
control, is required to manage the properties in accordance with the public purpose(s) 
for which each was reserved or dedicated. 

The Minister of Lands must always give consent before a reserve can be leased or 

licensed. However, a Trust manager may grant a temporary license for prescribed 

purposes, in accordance with the Crown Lands Regulation 2000, for a maximum period 

of one year. 

Foley Park as covered in this plan of management comprises two Crown Reserves as 
shown on the diagram below. 

• The Dr H J Foley Rest Park (R88997), gazetted for Public Recreation on 31 
August 1973, comprising Lot 665 DP 729285, being about 5112 square metres. 

• Land Dedicated D1000257, gazetted 5 April 1946 for Baby Clinic comprising Lot 
521 DP752049, being about 898 square metres. 

It is noted that D1000257 has been dedicated for the public purpose of Baby Clinic. An 
existing lease for part of the building on the site is understood to be compatible with this 
purpose.  In order to accommodate the open space / recreational uses proposed for the 
this area it will be necessary for the Department of Lands to revoke the dedication and 
add this area to Crown Reserve 88997 for Public Recreation, under Trust management 
of Sydney City Council. 

It is noted that provisions of s84 of the Crown Lands Act require that a copy of the 
revocation gazettal notice is laid before each house of parliament, either house of which 
may disallow the proposed revocation.  Council will need to provide a survey of the 
dedicated area as part of this revocation process. 

Land Management Philosophy 

The Department of Lands land management philosophy is based on the principles of 
Crown land management as listed in Section 11 of the Crown Lands Act 1989.  These 
principles affect all aspects of the departments activities and, specifically, the major 
elements of land assessment, reservation / dedication of land and preparing plans of 
management.  The principles are outlined in detail in Part B of the Plan of Management 
– Planning Context (sect 8.3.2) 
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4.0 Study Area at a Glance 
A description of the subject park, related features and its existing features and proposed 
management is summarised in the table below.  Figure 1 on the following page 
identifies existing features of the park: 
 

Item Description 

Site Name: Dr H J Foley Rest Park (Foley Park) 

Address: Intersection of Glebe Point and Pyrmont Bridge Rds, Glebe 

Key component land 
parcels: 

Crown reserve: The Dr H J Foley Rest Park (R88997), 
gazetted for Public Recreation on 31 August 1973, 
comprising Lot 665 DP 729285, being about 5112 square 
metres. 
Crown reserve: Land Dedicated D1000257, gazetted 5 April 
1946 for Baby Clinic comprising Lot 521 DP752049, being 
about 898 square metres 

Ownership: State of New South Wales 
(custodian Department of Lands) 

Trust Manager:  The City of Sydney Council 

Community land 
categorisation: 

Park 

General Community Use 

City of Sydney O/S 
Hierarchy: 

District Park 

Area: 6010 square meters 

Zoning: Open Space 6(a) 

Conditions of park: The park is well maintained and considered to be in an 
overall good condition, however there is some dieback of turf 
on central lawn area.   

Maintenance: City of Sydney: 
• grass mowing, weed removal, arboricultural 

 activities  
• rubbish removal 
• graffiti removal 
• general repairs of buildings, picnic shelters, 

 fencing, playground equipment etc. 
Assets: Play equipment (swing, slide, spinning platform, climbing 

structures) on bark surface, new fencing.  4 x seat/ table sets 
with pergola, 16 scattered seats, 3 bins, toilet block (includes 
disabled), 1 bubbler and storage area. Wireless building and 
early health care centre. Lawn area, with buffer garden beds 
and pathway between Pyrmont Bridge and Glebe Point 
Roads. Large mature trees. Park signs and lighting. 

Condition of buildings: The toilets/ storage, wireless building and early health care 
centre are in a fair condition however upgrading 
/refurbishment would be required in 3-5 years time on all   

Existing uses: Children s play (playground and informal), picnics /  lunch 
time seating, small dog run 

Leases / licenses / 
bookings: 

Currently, part of the building on D1000257 for Baby Clinic is 

leased 

Caveats / easements: N/A 
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5.0 Consultation 
The Plan of Management has incorporated several consultation streams aimed at 
assisting in the sourcing of information, development of planning and management 
strategies, and to inform relevant stakeholders and the local community of the study 
outcomes as they have developed.   

Publicity 
An article containing general information about Foley Park Plan of Management 
appeared in the Inner Western Courier (local newspaper) in May 2004.   

A Flyer / Questionnaire was distributed by a letterbox drop to 5000 local residents 
(within 0.5km radius) of the park.  

The community has also been informed on the progress of the study through the City s 
website, email, and by direct mailout.  A copy of the newspaper article and the 
community questionnaire flyers are included in the Appendix of this plan. 

Community Information Day 
A Community Information Day was held at the park on Saturday 29th May 2004 from 
10.30-12.30pm.  Copies of the Community Questionnaire were available and members 
of the Design Team from Environmental Partnership and Mayne Wilson Associates, and 
representatives from the City of Sydney including the Mayor and several Councillors 
were on hand to answer queries on the day. 

Community Questionnaire 
As noted above, a community survey was undertaken to identify issues and needs in 
regard to the use, accessibility and quality of Foley Park. A total of 215 responses were 
received from the 5,000 questionnaires distributed - a relatively low response rate of just 
over 4%.  However the information from this survey and a 2003 UTS Local survey on 
the park are useful in supplementing study team investigations. 

Community Working Group 
A community working group forum was undertaken to review the outcomes of the 
community questionnaire, the study teams assessment phases, and preliminary design 
options for the park at the Old Glebe Town Hall, Glebe on Wednesday 12th May 2004 
from 6.00-8.00pm.  The forum verified the study teams appraisal of key physical issues 
in the park and added that the role and relationship of the park to the “main street” 
environment of Glebe Point Road was an important issue for Glebe in the long term. 

Public Exhibition 

The draft plan is subject to public exhibition in accordance with the Crown Lands Act. 

The Foley Park Community Information 
Day – 29th May 2004 
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6.0 Pressures and Opportunities 
A series of pressures and opportunities affecting Foley Park need to be addressed in 
development of planning and management strategies.   

Pressures include impacts on the land or environment, and potential conflicts between 
users or usage and other qualities of the site.  Opportunities are the qualities of the site 
which make it suitable for community uses, recreational activities, or for optimisation of 
natural or other cultural values, and which may not be fully realised at present.   

The following pressures and opportunities are identified in Figure Two overleaf. 
 

1. Park Layout 

Park layout effectively presents two precincts: 

i. the central and eastern precinct typified by mature tree plantings and the focal 

grassed “village green” 

ii. the western zone of the Baby Health Centre and playground typified by poorer visual 

quality, reduced pedestrian activity, and ineffective use of park space 

Opportunities to integrate the two existing precincts into a more holistic open space 

linked by simple and clear access require examination. 

The future of the Baby Health Centre building should also be reviewed if the Baby 

Health function can be satisfactorily located to an alternative location, as this building 

and use have “sterilised” the southwest corner of the park from broader community use. 

 

2. Relationships to adjoining Streetscapes 

Planting to the edges of the park provide a strong buffer to the noise and visual activity 
of the adjoining streets.  This characteristic however limits visual links between the park 
and streetscapes, reducing the identity and awareness of the park to the streets, and its 
contribution to the broader public domain.   

Views to the Harbour Bridge are available through the northeast corner of the park. 

 

3. Access 

Access to the park from adjoining streets is limited by the level changes to the road and 
related sandstone walling edge.  This focuses access to three main entry points. 

The Glebe Point Road entry reflects the oval carriage drive of the 19th century Hereford 
House) and is of strong heritage interest and interpretive potential.  The dual ramps 
provide access complying with AS 1428 to the northern arm. 

The carriage drive links to a loop path through the central and east zones which define 
the central grassed area.  The structure of the path system falls away in the western 
zone where a variety of paths link various elements. 

Access to Pyrmont Bridge Road occurs to two narrow entries (one ramped / one steps) 
focused at the western end.   

All entries existing lack a string presence to the street.  Visual and access links would 
be significantly enhanced with the reinforcement of access and public domain identity at 
the southeastern and northwestern corners of the park. 

 

4. Significant existing trees 

The park is characterised by a range of significant tree specimens including Moreton 
Bay Figs in particular to the Glebe Point Road and Pyrmont Bridge Road boundary 
areas.  Some of these trees would relate to the mid 1850 s Hereford House on the site.  

A number of existing Figs require remedial pruning to reduce risk of limb drop whilst 
several located near the existing playground appear to be in decline due to 
encroachment of paved surfaces and compaction of soils.  Any new works in the park 
must have regard for tree health in particular protective root zones from excavation and 
compaction. 

Park management should consider ongoing replacement plantings planning for the 
future, along with supplementary plantings to exposed park edges such as the 
southwest boundary. 

 
Wireless House 

 

 
Driveway – Glebe Point Road 

 

Significant Fig Tree Canopy 
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5. Garden Bed Plantings 

Other existing trees require selective removal including a Hibiscus specimen, Oleander, 
some mature palms and a range of low branching deciduous species (eg. Brachychiton, 
which is in poor health and reduce the visual amenity of the park).  Replacement shade 
tree planting for aging Figs also need to be addressed.   

 

6. Landform and soils 

The park generally falls away to the east towards Glebe Point Road.  Grassed areas 
towards the eastern edge of the park area typically damper than those more elevated 
and prone to wear and poor usability after high rainfall. 

 

7. General Heritage significance 

The park is of high heritage importance as the site of Hereford House, related Fig 
plantings and walling, and the house s variety of uses.  Other elements such as the War 
Memorial and Wireless House contribute high to moderate significance and offer 
potential for better interpretation and integration into park fabric. 

 

8. Hereford House site 

There is good potential for interpretation of the house footprint to enhance park layout 
and heritage awareness for park users.  

 

9. World War II Memorial 

The Memorial area is isolated from the park, with access only via steps to Glebe point 
Road steps impacting usability, access for elderly visitors and maintenance. 

 

10. Pedestrian focal point 

The Park is centrally located at the junction of Glebe Point and Pyrmont Bridge Roads in 
a vehicular dominated space, which constrains pedestrian amenity and safety.  Potential 
exists for enhancing pedestrian priority and amenity when using the park as an 
alternative route to the footpath along the adjoining streets.  

 

11. Baby Health Centre 

The Glebe Baby Health Care Centre function is understood to be a viable and important 

asset to the community.  However this plan of management study has identified that the 

building and its curtilage marginalises the general community usage and impacts on the 

investigate alternative locations for the centre function that will not compromise the 

quality of service to the community that would enable the consolidation of open space 

parkland into this section of the park.   

 

12. Children’s Playground 

As the children s playground was the original reason that Dr JH Foley fought to have the 
site become a park, it is of the upper most importance that the playground remains a 
functioning area of the park. However opportunity exists for future upgrading of the 
equipment to encompass an interpretative sculptural quality. 

Children s Playground facilities in 
the northwestern park area 

Numerous small garden beds occur 
through grassed areas 

The past location of Hereford House is 
not evident through existing park layout 



FOLEY RESERVE – PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

12 City of Sydney 
 June 2005 

7.0 Planning and Management Principles 
Visions provide a basis for long term decision making in the park along with evaluation 
of potential planning and management strategies.  Principles aim to provide direction to 
realising the Visions through the development of public domain improvements and 
management solutions.   

An overall Vision for Foley Park is defined below. Compiled by the study team through a 
synthesis of the Community Workshop Outcomes and study team investigations.   The 
detailed visions and principles are reflected in the Concept Masterplan – Figure 3.0. 

The principles have been implemented in the development of a Management Strategy 
and Action Framework (refer section 6.1.2), and provide the basis for development and 
review of a concept masterplan for the site.   
 

 

Overall Vision: 

Foley Park shall be conserved and enhanced as a community “village green” for 
Glebe interpreting the site s diverse historical past, incorporating improved 
access and visual connections to adjoining street frontages, and providing 
enhanced family passive recreational amenity 
 

Detailed Visions and Principles 
In addition to the Overall Vision, Detailed Visions and Principles are provided for key 
values of the park: 

Natural Environment 

Vision 

Natural environmental values and processes related to vegetation, water cycle 
management, and general habitat are optimised, recognising historical cultural 
influences on the open space. 

Principles 

• Potential use of raised deck type surface to provide trafficable surface at entry 
to park subject to detailed heritage input to final design and materials 

• Identifying gaps in tree planting framework and potential replacement of trees 
identified in arborists assessment as being of short – medium SULE  

• Provide additional/replacement planting 

• Provide additional tree planting to compliment park planting themes to south 
western corner of park eg. Tuckeroo 

• Extend planted area to trees 19/20 (Refer Appendix E) 

• Provide porous surfaces where possible to seating areas and fencing 

• Planting bed species consolidated to simple effective palette, removal and 
interplanting as required 

• Planting bed species consolidated to simple effective palette, removal and 
interplanting as required 

• Controlled underpruning of existing trees 

• Remove smaller and isolated garden beds, edging and small trees 

• Raise levels in liaison with arborist to corner of village green 

• Provide extension of carriage drive pathway 

• Provide subsoil drainage 

• Provide open frontage at southeast corner of park integrated with memorial – 
paved gathering area 

• Potential sitting steps adjoining Glebe Point Road 

• Potential decked access through mature trees leading to park 

• Provide widened entry to park with steps adjoining existing ramp at northwest 
corner to Pyrmont Bridge Road 

• Provide public space extending footpath area adjoining park frontage and 
memorial area 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Environmental Partnership 13 
June 2005 

Heritage 

Vision 

Significant and interesting aspects of site and area heritage conserved and celebrated 
in park planning and management integrating the need for ongoing park evolution to 
meet community needs. 

Principles 

• Extend village green grassed area where surplus paved area can be removed 

• Remove smaller, isolated garden bed tree plantings to gravel area 

• Integrate interpretive themes into new design elements where possible: 

- Carriage driveway at entry forecourt 

- Hereford House footprint, well / kitchen garden 

- Student Garden 

• Identify inappropriate plantings – progressively remove and replace with 
species for coordinated planting theme 

• Integrate and footing elements available into park design 

• At minimum reflect Hereford footprint with interpretive markers 

• Integrate Hereford House footprint into park layout 

• Consider only localised penetration/breaking of existing walled park edge to 
facilitate necessary access / visual enhancements to: 

- SE corner 

- NW park corner 

• Interpret existing wall alignment in pavement 

• Retain alignment of carriage drive at entry – integrate with receding sandstone 
steps to conserve curved alignment 

• If baby health function relocated and building demolished consider option for 
SW corner of park: 

- Playground 

- Secondary grassed space with seating 

• Potential of Wireless House relocation to interpretive paved plaza at path 
junction to west half of park – to act as focus for secondary grassed area with 
related interpretation 

• Provide dispersed (less centralised) picnic table seating to a variety of 
locations to reduce impact 

• Provide greater diversity of fixed and incidental seating opportunities 

• Desirability for 1920 s war memorial to function / have presentation to all four 
sides   

• Potential for additional plaques / signage 

• Potential for connection of memorial paved area at grade to church grassed 
frontage, with extended stepped edge to Glebe Point Road 

• Integrate interpretation into design elements related to relocated playground 
and paved plaza area 
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Visual 

Vision 

A simple park character that recognises and interprets historical site influences 
enhancing relationships to adjoining streetscapes whilst maintaining protected village 
green  character. 

Principles 

• Consolidate/extend village green grassed area, reviewing elements 
compromising usability and visual continuity and reducing level changes in east 
section 

• Replace existing toilet block and replace with smaller scale, modular toilet unit 
(eg Exerloo) adjoining playground 

• Siting of coordinated furniture range to relate to park usage areas to disperse 
impacts and optimise landscape setting and visual links 

• Generally furniture located to the edges of spaces 

• Replace non –stone edging with completed sandstone edge treatment 

 

Social / Cultural 

Vision 

A balanced and sustainable community role for the park is met by the park optimising its 
heritage fabric and maintaining a community village green theme addressing the 
sustainable needs of the user catchment. 

Principles 

• Reinforce and improve access points to park that direct access to the open 
grassed green as the park focus 

• Provide urban lighting of nodal spaces: 

- Entry forecourt; 

- Memorial Plaza; 

- Interpretive Plaza; 

along with the path loop through the site 

• Provide feature uplighting of street frontage trees and Memorial 

• Integrate potential raised deck area at park entry between existing mature Figs 
subject to detailed historic input.  Deck area to double as non-event seating / 
gathering area and through access to park. 

• Consolidate extent of open grass areas and seating areas in a variety of scales 
to enhance flexibility of use for a range of passive recreational activities 

• Limit design/implementation of fixed elements that do not allow for the 
adaptation/evolution of park spaces/uses 

 

Recreation 

Vision 

A sustainable range of passive family recreational activities in a quality landscape/visual 
setting that is not compromised by recreational uses and can facilitate long term 
flexibility of use. 

Principles 

• Consolidate and extend grassed areas 

• Replace furniture in appropriate locations with a simple coordinated range of 
furniture elements 

• Relocate playground to central position on southern boundary integrated with 
interpretation of Hereford House site 

• Children s playground to be relocated to adjoining the southern boundary of the 
park  

• Upgrade playground to "Wetpour” (safety surface) 
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Recreation  

Principles (continued) 

• Potential integration of interpretive themes into Wetpour patterns and colours 

• Extend open grass areas to enhance flexibility of use for a range of passive 
recreational activities 

• Potential interpretation of student/kitchen garden to landscaped beds 

• Potential art/sculpture elements with kinetic/aural qualities 

• Relocation and interpretation of Wireless House 

• Provide standard furniture elements adjoining park spaces 

• Provide opportunities for seating to walls/steps etc adjoining spaces 

• Integrate stage provision as multipurpose raised deck area adjoining park entry 
and civic space off Glebe Point Road 

• Incorporate provisions for event lighting and power (3 phase) 

 
Education 

Vision 

The park contributes to educational values for the local community through 
interpretation of its physical and cultural history, through its design and use of materials, 
and through its sustainable management and maintenance. 

Principles 

• Coordinated interpretive signage through park 

 
Intrinsic 

Vision 
Park enhances its village green  and oasis  identity for the community whilst 
strengthening its civic role to the Glebe Village. 

Principles 

• Possible extension of path loop system into western park zone 

• Potential removal of baby health centre function from site to enable unification 
of path access and grassed spaces between east and west sections of the 
park 

• Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park benches, bins, etc.) to provide for 
comfortable recreational use and effective maintenance access 

• Improved furniture and materials provision with coordinated, hardwearing 
elements (and wearing surface under) providing sustainable maintenance 
requirements based on the City of Sydney s approved furniture range 

 

Management / maintenance 

Vision 

A quality community park that is enduring and robust in design and materials and 
provides for sustainable ongoing maintenance. 

Principles 

• Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park benches, bins, etc.) to provide for 
comfortable recreational use and effective maintenance access 

• Provide wearing surfaces under furniture elements 

• Provide recycling bin to planted edge at Memorial Plaza with maintenance 
access via entry pathway 

• Consolidate extent of open grass areas to enhance flexibility of use for a range 
of passive recreational activities 

• Upgrade grass surface where required through park 

• Effective maintenance storage adequately catered for off site 
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8.0 Implementation 
The Management Strategy and Action Framework identifies priorities for planning and 
management strategies identified.   

 

Key priorities are as listed: 

• Formalisation and approval of Concept Masterplan 

• Tree planting to replace vegetation canopy and shade amenity  

• Further heritage investigations of early house sites to enable effective 
interpretation 
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The basis for management describes the approach to determining management 
strategies for the site.  This includes consultation and the identification of values 
and desired outcomes, based on consultation and the outcomes of Section 7.0 
Review.   

Supplementary information which forms part of the basis for management including: 

• Methodology 

• Consultation 

• Introduction to community values and desired outcomes 

is provided in Appendix A. 

The following focuses specifically on future management of the park and the response 
of the document to the relevant legislative controls. 

 

2.1 Community Land Categorisation 
The table below provides a summary of the guidelines for categorisation and core 
objectives for community land categories, which are setout in the Local Government 
(Community Land Amendment) Act 1998.  The guidelines have been applied in the 
confirmation of the park and general community use categorisations as listed for the 
community land parcel.  The core objectives must guide management of the land in 
accordance with its  inherent values. 

 

The categorisations are not required under the Crown lands Act, but have been 
identified to provide relativity between Foley Reserve and other City of Sydney 
Community Lands. 

 

The following diagram confirms these categorisations as they relate to the site.  Extent 
of categorisation is identified on Figure 2.1 (following page).   

 

Category Guidelines for Categorisation 

Local Government Amendment (Community 

Land Amendment) Act 1998 

Core Objectives for Community Land 

Categories  

Local Government (Community Land 

Amendment) Act 1998  

Park • The land is used or proposed to be, improved 
by landscaping, gardens or the provision of 
non-sporting equipment and facilities, for use 
mainly for passive or active recreational, 
social, educational and cultural pursuits that do 
not unduly intrude on the peaceful enjoyment 
on the land by others 

(a) Encourage, promote and facilitate 
recreational, cultural, social and educational 
pastimes and activities; 

(b) Provide for passive recreational activities 
and pastimes and for the casual playing of 
games; 

(c) Improve the land in such a way as to 
promote and facilitate its use to achieve the 
other core objectives for its management.   

 (Clause 36G) 

General 
Community 
Use 

• The land may be made available for use for 
any purpose for which community land may be 
used, whether by the public at large or by 
specific sections of the public; and 

• Is not required to be categorised as a natural 
area and does not satisfy the guidelines for 
categorisation as a natural area, sportground, 
park or an area of cultural significance. 

 Promote, encourage and provide for the use 
of the land, and provide facilities on the land 
to meet the current and future needs of the 
local community and the wider public in 
relation to: 

a) public recreation and the physical, cultural, 
social and intellectual welfare or 
development of individual members of the 
public; and 

b) purposes for which a lease, licence or other 
estate may be granted in respect of the land 
(other than the provision of public facilities) 

 (Clause 36I) 
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2.2 How this Plan of Management satisfies the principles of 
Crown land management (s.11 of Crown Lands Act) 

 
Principle of Crown land management How this Plan of Management is consistent with the 

principles 

a. Environmental protection principles be observed in 
relation to the management and administration of 
Crown land. 

a. Whilst being a site containing a fully altered landscape, 
the protection and enhancement of all natural values 
relating to:  open space and  mature tree canopy 
underpin the plan of management 

b. The natural resources of Crown land (including water, 
soil, flora, fauna and scenic quality) be conserved 
wherever possible. 

b. Refer a. 

c. Public use and enjoyment of appropriate Crown land be 
encouraged. 

c. The plan aims to consolidate the existing passive 
recreational use of the park as its focal public use.  
Strategies seek to enhance the quality of passive 
amenity provided through enhanced accessibility, 
visual amenity, and usable open space access that 
better responds to contemporary and future users and 
usage patterns. 

d. Where appropriate, multiple use of Crown land be 
encouraged. 

d. Whilst the plan focuses upon community passive 
recreation, the recommendations aim to enhance the 
role of the park as part of the Glebe public domain, and 
to provide greater potential for community gatherings 
and events. 

 Relocation of the existing Baby Health use to an 
alternative location if practical would remove this 
additional use but at the same time afford a greater 
quality and level of recreational use to be facilitated 

e. Where appropriate, Crown land should be used and 
managed in such a way that both the land and its 
resources are sustained in perpetuity. 

e. The plan provides a series of long term strategies to 
conserve and interpret the heritage significance of the  
park along with managing and replacing park tree 
canopy. 

 The plan recognises that the park should provide for 
long term flexibility of community and recreational use 
through the provision of multi – use and flexible park 
spaces and facilities. 

f. Crown land be occupied, used, sold, leased, licensed 
or otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the State 
consistent with the above principles. 

f. The existing lease of a site building for Baby Health 
Care community services is to continue in compliance 
with lease conditions (and or other operational 
conditions currently applying) whilst the use is required 
on the site. 

 Should it be practical to relocate this function without 
compromise to services or community benefits the 
existing lease area would be converted to parkland 
area for general community recreation. 

 No other leases are envisaged for the site. 

 Temporary permits for the staging of events may be 
considered by the City subject to proponents meeting 
conditions for event management, noise and rubbish 
management. 

 Regular uses (that is: more than 4 events in one 
calendar year) require that event to be licensed and for 
events to be carried out in accordance with relevant 
conditions. 
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Management visions and policies will provide the City and those involved in 
management and maintenance of the open space with a framework for decision 
making and design and implementation of open space improvements.  

3.1 Vision 
Visions provide a basis for long term decision making in the park along with evaluation 
of potential planning and management strategies.  The overall vision for Foley Park 
developed through a synthesis of values as identified in the community workshop and 
study team investigations are listed below.  Detailed visions for the park are listed in the 
Management Strategy Framework by framework category.   

Overall Vision: 

Foley Park shall be conserved and enhanced as a community “village green” for 
Glebe interpreting the site s diverse historical past, incorporating improved 
access and visual connections to adjoining street frontages, and providing 
enhanced family passive recreational amenity  

 

3.2 Detailed Management Strategies 
The following management policies detail the strategies as identified in the management 
strategy framework as specific requirements within the open space management 
categories into which they will fall for day to day City of Sydney decision making and 
planning.   

 

3.2.1 Heritage 

General 

Heritage management for Foley Reserve focuses on conservation of several key 
structural elements of the park and recognising earlier phases of the sites history in park 
design fabric and facilities. 

Conservation of important heritage elements, such as the carriage drive entry off Glebe 
Point Road, majority of the walled street frontage, and the sense of refuge from 
adjoining streets is to be balanced with an appropriate level of upgrading and park 
evolution to meet contemporary needs and the potential civic role of the park to the 
Glebe Centre. 

 

Detailed Policies: 

Policies are listed for the main park elements (note: heritage rating is also listed as 
identified in the Heritage Overview – Appendix D. 

 

The Park as a Whole (High heritage rating) 

The open space shall be considered as a whole, with opportunities to envisage and 
interpret the original location of the Hereford Villa and its later Teachers College use 
provided. 

The sense of visual buffer/retreat from adjoining street corridors provided by the level 
change and tree/garden bed planting is generally to be conserved with some localised 
pruning to provide dappled visual links to the street. 

 

Hereford House Site 

Interpret Hereford House footprint as major structural influence on park layout to 
incorporate:  

• Marking of house footprint with sandstone tile markers and selectively located 
sandstone sitting walls. 

• Incorporate design and interpretive strategies to interpret the phases of use of 
the Hereford Villa (house and college) and related kitchen garden, well and 
student garden. 
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Early Fig Trees (High heritage rating) 

Trees must be conserved and protected in any Park improvements or maintenance, and 
must be subject to a regular regime of Arborist inspections and maintenance (refer also 
3.2.6 Vegetation Management) 

 

Entry Driveway (High heritage rating) 

To be conserved as a key park element influencing design and structure of the park. 

Strategies to open visual and pedestrian access to the southeastern corner of the park 
linked to the St Johns Church grounds are to be integrated with the layout of the 
carriage drive.  Carriage Drive asphalt surface to be retained and sandstone edging 
consolidated. 

 

War Memorial (High heritage rating) 

To be conserved for its architectural and social value. Integration with frontage works to 
the southeast corner of the park to include detailed heritage input and liaison with 
relevant Veterans Associations for potential improvements to Memorial and proposed 
paved plaza area. Potential for Memorial fixtures to all four (4) faces of the structure to 
be investigated to enhance the memorial s relationship to the proposed plaza space. 

 

Wireless House (Moderate heritage rating) 

The function and visual element of the Wireless House within the park is to be 
conserved with potential relocation to improve relationship to surrounding park spaces 
to be investigated. Interpretation to assist the community understand the past function of 
the Wireless House is to be developed, along with potential re-establishment of a 
contemporary role for special event broadcasts. 

 

Boundary Sandstone Walls (Moderate heritage rating) 

Sections of the boundary walls date back to the early residential era of the site, with the 
wall to the Glebe Point Road frontage being built in the early 1900 s. 

Walled edges and level changes to park edges to Glebe Point Road and Pyrmont 
Bridge Road are to be predominantly retained. Localised penetration of walls to 
enhance access and visual presence of the park to be integrated to southeast and 
northwest corners of park. 

 

Baby Health Centre (Low to moderate heritage rating) 

The centre was constructed in 1951 and is representative of early purpose designed 
community social service facilities, common for civic parks of this era. 

However the building and related areas compromise the open space and recreation role 
of the park. Strategies identified that if the Baby Health function can be relocated to an 
alternate site demolition of the building should be considered to enable consolidation of 
green park and recreational uses. 

 

Picnic Seating Areas (Low heritage rating) 

Used as a seating area dating from the 1930 s onwards the area has been a focus for 
vandalism and noise in the park, and has been generally identified by the community as 
a problem area due to its run down  appearance and visual separation from the main 
park area. Strategies propose retention of a minor picnic seating area to this location 
with additional picnic tables to other sections of the park to decentralise impacts and 
offer greater variety to users. 
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Investigations/Strategies 

• Undertake additional research into Hereford House during its various phases 
including: 

 • Residential house (including kitchen garden and wall) 

 • College and student garden 

For incorporation into park improvements design and interpretation 

• Undertake archeological investigations in area at Hereford House to determine 
any potential remains of house footprint for incorporation into interpretation. 

• Undertake research into design and aspects of Wireless House – confirm 
feasibility and strategy for potential relocation within park. 

• Prepare coordinated interpretation strategy for park site to enable key heritage 
themes: 

• Hereford House (including house, college, kitchen garden, wall elements) 

• Carriage Driveway 

• Wireless House 

Strategy to incorporate signage approach (potentially integrated / coordinated 
through Glebe village) 

• Investigate mixed wall materials character of rear wall of toilet block prior to 
any demolition works and act on any implications arising. 

Interpretation Elements 

• Interpretive signage to support the interpretational elements: 

• Hereford House gardens and wall 

• College and student garden uses 

• H.A Foley (after which reserve is named) 

• Wireless House 

• Carriage Drive 

• Playground redevelopment to integrate layout of House footprint and purpose 
design play/sculptural elements to interpret themes related to house and its 
uses. 

• Sandstone paved interpretational plaza – potential incorporation of pavement 
inlay signage / plaques at major pedestrian junctions. 

• Potential for reestablishment of an appropriate level of functions for Wireless 
House (e.g. weekday heritage broadcasts / weekend / event contemporary 
broadcasts) 

 

Detailed Actions 

• Remove existing playground fence to sandstone wall on Pyrmont Bridge Road 
frontage with future relocation of playground. 

• Provide detailed heritage input into design and materials resolution at proposed 
deck / stage area at Glebe Point Road entry to site. 

• City of Sydney to transfer listing from Leichhardt Councils LEP 2000 Heritage 
Schedule for the park (item 168 p.13714) to appropriate City of Sydney 
heritage schedule. 
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3.2.2 Recreational use 

General 

Strategies emphasise the passive recreational role of the park for local residents and 
visitors to the Glebe Town Centre, in addition to the potential public domain function of 
the open space as a civic square contributing to the identity of the Glebe Centre. 

 

Detailed Policies: 

Design 

Consolidate and extend usable grassed open space with the park: 

a) main grassed area - remove smaller beds 

- potential relocation of Wireless House 

b) grassed retreat - potential relocation of Baby Health Centre to 
facilitate smaller scaled grassed space. 

• Enhance usability of eastern grassed area of park (currently poorly draining 
and sloping) through localised filling and drainage provision in liaison with 
Arborist (in relation to adjoining trees). Area will optimise views to Harbour 
Bridge. 

• Creation of urban quality spaces adjoining Glebe Point Road entry plaza and 
Memorial plaza with related sitting and walking steps to encourage greater 
integration of park with Glebe Point Road commercial users / visitors. 

• Design of deck area at Glebe Point Road entry to facilitate multipurpose use: 

• small scale events/gatherings 

• weekday sitting/lunchtime use 
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3.2.3 Pedestrian Access 

General 

Strategies aim to improve pedestrian access for the key access opportunities at the 
southeast and northwest corners of the park. In addition to enhancing physical 
accessibility to adjoining streets, strategies enhance the visual presence/identity of the 
park to the public domain. 

 

Glebe Point Road Entry 

• The visual presence of the Glebe Point Road entry focused on the existing 
carriage drive is to be significantly enhanced through the localised removal of 
frontage walling to facilitate provision of walking and sitting steps adjoining the 
streetscape. 

• Sandstone piers to mark / recognise the existing location of the wall opening. 

• A sandstone paved strip to mark / conserve the alignment of the existing wall 
where removed. 

• Access through the Memorial area to be provided to enhance visual and 
pedestrian links between streetscape and park – linkages to park to facilitate 
through access past Memorial. Provision of direct access between Park and 
Church lands to be pursued. 

• The southern arm of the carriage drive exceeds disabled suitable grades; 
however, the northern arm effectively caters for disabled access. 

 

Pyrmont Bridge Road Entry 

• Access to the park is to be enhanced at the northwest corner to Pyrmont 
Bridge Road adjoining the existing ramp. These works must be coordinated 
with the relocation of the playground facility. 

 

Paths 

• Path access between the east and west sections of the park to be simplified 
and reinforced through path layout. 

• Paths to intersect with paved gateway/junction areas 

• Path access to service the majority of seating/picnic table facilities 

• Realign paths west of entry carriage drive to provide geometric alignment as 
per masterplan 

 

Materials 

• Asphalt to be retained as principal path material through park 

• Resurface asphalt paths to provide consolidated/quality surface 

• Provide sandstone edging to path to provide long term design finish reflecting 
heritage character 

• Nodal / gathering spaces to be sandstone paved 

• Stabilised gravel to be considered as wearing surface under furniture 
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3.2.4 Park facilities 
General 
Future management of Foley Reserve will focus on the provision of simple robust 
facilities necessary to facilitate passive community use and enjoyment of the park. 

The design and character of the facilities should be sympathetic with the character of 
the park including the heritage wall frontage (sandstone) whilst not being restricted to 
being heritage  in theme. Simple contemporary elements for furniture and lighting are 
preferred to stylised heritage elements. 

Detailed Policies: 
Baby Health Centre 
• City to review alternative sites for Baby Health function that does not 

compromise accessibility for operation of centre. 
• City to consult with existing clients to determine their opinions on potential 

relocation. 
• Implement relocation when feasible 
• Demolition building in coordination landscape improvement works to implement 

grassed retreat area in vicinity of existing building 
 
Toilets 
• Review Citys existing Exerloo facilities in Council compound– confirm 

compatibility to site 
• Review sewer connections/services and coordinate toilet location with design 

of new (relocated) playground 
• New toilets to be located in a visible location with effective access from all park 

areas at edge of park 
• Implement new toilet facility prior to demolition of existing building 
• Existing toilet building should be coordinated with new playground 

development 
 
Maintenance Storage 
• City to investigate alternative locations for maintenance storage within Glebe 

area to allow removal of Council storage role (currently in toilet block building) 
from Foley Park 

 
Playground 
• Playground design to be integrated with new toilet location 
• Playground design to consider outcomes of additional heritage and 

archeological investigations – to incorporate interpretive themes relating to 
Hereford House, kitchen garden, wall and college role. 

• Playground design to reflect outline of Hereford building footprint incorporating 
sandstone sitting walls at strategic locations 

 
Multi Purpose Stage 
• Liaise with Heritage Specialist and Arborist for development of design for 

raised stage area 
• Design to integrate multipurpose sitting steps and edges 
• Design to integrate disabled ramps to deck landings 
 
Furniture 
• Furniture palette of simple contemporary park elements is to be continued and 

coordinated with future proposals for Glebe Point Road 
• Placement of furniture is to be coordinated as part of overall design 

development for park and coordinated with other park elements. Seating 
elements to be provided with wearing surface under 

• Maximise design provision of incidental seating opportunities (e.g. walling, 
steps) to supplement fixed furniture elements 

 
Edging 
• Remove existing koppers log edging and walls and replace (where edges are 

applicable) with sandstone edging 
 
Public Art 
• Develop a coordinated approach to public art including integration as a 

formative influence in design development. 
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3.2.5 Street Frontages 
General 
The plan of management promotes the relationship on the majority of the park street 
frontages of the walled level change and adjoining garden bed planting which provides 
the sense of separation and retreat from the busy streetscapes. 

The exception is the southeast corner of the Park adjoining St Johns Church where it is 
proposed to enhance visual and pedestrian linkages to Glebe Point Road and between 
the Park and Church as described previously, along with the northwest corner of the 
park adjoining the existing ramp from Pyrmont Bridge Road. 

 

Detailed Policies: 
Glebe Point Road 

• Provide heightened visual presence and identity of the park to Glebe Point 
Road though localised removal of walled frontage and creation of public 
spaces adjoining the street footpath and related to the War Memorial structure 

• Provide multipurpose sitting/walking steps adjoining street to enable improved 
access to park/church and informal sitting overlooking street 

• Provide a coordinated design approach between park and streetscape for 
provision of overhead banner poles to Glebe Point Road.  Consider visual 
relationship to park frontage and heritage elements. 

• Upgrade pedestrian footpath pavements and upgrade / rationalise other 
elements to Glebe Point Road and Pyrmont Bridge Road, park improvements 
to compliment and enhance accessibility. 

Pyrmont Bridge Road 

• Provide localised removal of walling adjoining ramp to Pyrmont Bridge Road 
enabling provision of wider entry incorporating stepped access to park 

• To be coordinated with proposed relocation of playground 

 

3.2.6 Vegetation Management 
General 
Vegetation management in Foley Reserve aims to protect and enhance the heritage and 
visually significant tree fabric of the park, and the garden  character of park edge 
planting 

Detailed Policies: 
Design 
• Arborists input to be provided into design of: 

• Raised deck at Glebe Point Road entry 
• Proposed localised filling in eastern section of park 
• Design of landscaped area (in area of existing playground) related to trees 19 
and 20 

• Remove smaller/isolated garden bed plantings in village green grassed area 
Planting 
• Plan and implement additional shrub understorey and tree planting to 

southwestern boundary of the site.  Potential incorporation of Peppercorn 
species based on references to this species in heritage records of the site. 

• Consolidate garden bed understorey planting to provide greater continuity and 
stronger visual identity. Species to be sympathetic to residential villa heritage 
role of site 

Maintenance 
• Yearly Arborists inspection and report of park tree stock 
• Arborist inspection following major storm/wind events 
• Selective reduction pruning of existing Fig specimens to address potential limb 

drop hazards 
• Remedial pruning (asap) to trees 19 and 20 to address limb drop hazards – 

note particularly important due to proximity to playground 
• Remove juvenile palm adjacent tree 8 – to avoid future canopy conflicts 
• Remove umbrella tree adjacent tree 8 – to avoid future canopy conflicts 
• Selective pruning/movement of understorey planting to park edges to maintain 

visual dappled connections to adjoining streets 
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3.2.7 Leases and Licenses 
General 
The long-term objective of proposed relocation of the Baby Health Centre function (and 
demolition of building) will remove the only existing lease/license arrangement for the 
park. Until this strategy is realised the existing lease and related conditions should be 
maintained.  Future leases would only apply to a permanent occupation of part of the 
park (not envisaged as part of this plan, whilst licenses will apply to any event uses 
exceeding 4 events over a calendar year. 

 
Detailed Policies 
Baby Health Centre 
• Maintain lease agreement until future relocation of Baby Health function is 

realised 
• Maintain and enforce lease conditions 
 

Function/Event Use of the Park 

• Proposed Memorial Plaza space and multipurpose deck offer potential for 
organised event use 

• Organised events to be coordinated through Citys Parks and Open Space 
Section. Potential activities must be compatible with park physical capacity, 
character and use, eg: 

- Potential Noodle Markets (align markets on path system) 
- Heritage/Community days 
- Small community concerts 
- Busking days 
• Events having more than 4 occurrences during a calendar year will be subject 

to a license application and approval 
• Licensed events must meet Council s open space operational conditions for the 

park including: 
- not extending further west in the park than the proposed relocated playground 

(ie maintaining some open park recreation area for the duration of the event) 
- cleanup (including fixed park bin servicing and rubbish removal) to be 

responsibility of event organisers – immediately following event. 
- impacts on adjoining residents (Church, and Aged Housing) to be minimised 
- no vehicular parking within park 
 

3.2.8 Management and maintenance 

General 
Consultation has identified that general park maintenance is a key issue for the 
community. Quality park finishes and a sustainable level of recurrent maintenance are 
to be provided. 
 

Detailed Policies 
Maintenance 
• Design and material finishes to focus on long term durability with the aim of 

minimising recurrent maintenance 
• Undertake grass conditioning works across village green ground area to 

include (as applicable): aeration, top dressing, enhanced drainage 
• Investigate in liaison with St Johns Church and Aged Housing potential for 

rainwater storage tanks – to provide for garden bed and grassed area irrigation 
within Foley Reserve 

• Provide recycling bin in accessible location within park. 
 

Management 

• City to promote community events using multi purpose deck/stage that do not 
impact on general community use of the park 

• City to implement dog free  zone within Foley Park due to the limited space 
available in the park and resultant potential conflicts with playground and 
general passive recreational use. City to pursue/promote off leash dog access 
in sustainable locations in local area. 

• Council to review requirements for policing and management signage as part 
of design development. 

• Liaison between Council and St Johns Church to confirm ongoing maintenance 
and management arrangements. 

 



4.0 CONCEPT MASTERPLAN 

 

Environmental Partnership 29 
June 2005 

4.1 Planning principles for Foley Park 

Planning principles provide the basis for development of masterplan design solutions in 
Foley park.  The principles provide responses for realising the identified Visions through 
the development of appropriate public domain design and materials strategies.  The 
principles are described following.   

 

Vision Principles 

Natural Environment  

Potential use of raised deck type surface to provide trafficable surface at entry to park 

Identifying groups in tree planting framework, and trees identified in arborists assessment 
as being of short – medium SULE 

Provide additional/replacement planting 

Provide additional tree planting to compliment park planting themes to south western 
corner of park eg Tuckeroo / Peppercorn 

Extend planted areas to trees 

Provide porous surface to seating areas and fencing 

Planting bed species consolidated to simple effective palette, removal and 

interplanting as required 

Planting bed species consolidated to simple effective palette, removal and interplanting 
as required 

Controlled underpruning of existing trees 

Remove smaller and isolated garden beds, edging and small trees 

Raise levels in liaison with arborist to corner of village green 

Provide extension of carriage drive pathway 

Provide subsoil drainage 

Provide open frontage at SE corner of park integrated with memorial – paved gathering 
area 

Potential sitting steps adjoining Glebe Point Road 

Potential decked access through mature trees leading to park 

Provide widened entry to park with steps adjoining existing ramp at NW corner to 
Pyrmont Bridge Road 

Natural environmental values and processes 
related to vegetation, water cycle management, 
and general habitat are optimised, recognising 
historical cultural influences on the open 
space  

Provide public space extending footpath area adjoining park frontage and memorial area 

Heritage  

Extend village green grassed area where surplus paved area can be removed 

Remove smaller, isolated garden bed tree plantings to gravel area 

Significant and interesting aspects of site and 
area heritage conserved and celebrated in park 
planning and management integrating the need 
for ongoing park evolution to meet community 
needs 

Integrate interpretive themes into design elements where possible: 

- Carriage driveway at entry forecourt 

- Hereford House footprint, well/kitchen garden 

- Potentially relocated Wireless House 

 - Student Garden 

 Identify inappropriate plantings – progressively remove and replace with species for 
coordinated planting theme 

 Integrate and footing elements available into park design 

 At minimum reflect Hereford footprint with interpretive markers 

 Integrate Hereford House footprint into park layout 

 Consider only localised interpretation of existing walled park edge to facilitate necessary 
access/visual enhancements to: 

- SE corner 

- NW park corner 

 Interpret existing wall alignment in pavement 

 Retain alignment of carriage drive at entry – integrate with receding sandstone steps to 
conserve curved alignment 
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4.1 Planning principles for Foley Park  (continued) 

 
Vision Principles 

Heritage  

If function relocated and building demolished consider option for SW corner of park: 

- Playground 

- Secondary grassed space with seating 

Significant and interesting aspects of site and 
area heritage conserved and celebrated in park 
planning and management integrating the need 
for ongoing park evolution to meet community 
needs Potential relocation to interpretive paved plaza at path junction to west half of park – to 

act as focus for secondary grassed area with related interpretation 

 Provide dispersed (less centralised) picnic table seating to a variety of locations to 
reduce impact 

 Provide greater diversity of fixed and incidental seating opportunities 

 Desirability for memorial to function/have presentation to all four sides 

 Potential for additional plaques/signage 

 Desirability for connection of memorial paved area at grade to church grassed frontage, 
with extended stepped edge to Glebe Point Road 

 Integrate location into design elements to relocated playground or paved plaza area 

 

Visual  

Consolidate/extend village green grassed area, reviewing elements 

compromising usability and visual continuity and reduce level changes in east 

section 

Demolish existing toilet block and replace with smaller scale, modular toilet unit (eg 
Exerloo) adjoining playground 

Setting of coordinated furniture range to relate to park usage areas to disperse impacts 
and optimise landscape setting and visual links 

Generally furniture located to the edges of spaces 

Replace non –stone edging with completed sandstone edge treatment 

Reinforce and improve access points to park that direct access to the open grassed 
green as the park focus 

Provide urban lighting of nodal spaces: 

- Entry forecourt 

- Memorial Plaza 

- Interpretive Plaza 

Along with the path loop through the site 

Provide feature uplighting of street frontage trees and Memorial 

Integrate potential raised deck area at park entry between existing mature Figs 

Area to double as non-event seating/gathering area and through access to park 

Consolidate extent of open grass areas and seating areas of a variety of scales to 
enhance flexibility of use for a range of passive recreational activities 

A simple park character that recognises and 
interprets historical site influences enhancing 
relationships to adjoining streetscapes whilst 
maintaining protected village green  character 

Limit design/implementation of fixed elements that do not allow for the 
adaptation/evolution of park spaces/uses 
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Vision Principles 

Social / Cultural  

Reinforce and improve access points to park that direct access to the open 

grassed green as the park focus 

 

Provide urban lighting of nodal spaces: 

- Entry forecourt 

- Memorial Plaza 

- Interpretive Plaza 

Along with the path loop through the site 

Provide feature uplighting of street frontage trees and Memorial 

Integrate potential raised deck area at park entry between existing mature Figs 

Consolidate extent of open grass areas and seating areas of a variety of scales to 
enhance flexibility of use for a range of passive recreational activities 

A balanced and sustainable community role is 
met by the park optimising its heritage fabric 
and maintaining a community village green 
theme addressing the sustainable needs of the 
user catchment 

Limit design/implementation of fixed elements that do not allow for the 
adaptation/evolution of park spaces/uses 

Recreation / park use  

Consolidate and extend grassed areas 

Replace furniture in appropriate locations with a simple coordinated range of furniture 
elements 

Relocate playground to central position on southern boundary integrated with 
interpretation of Hereford House site/or relocate playground to SW corner of park – 
visually/spatially anchoring corner 

Children s playground to be relocated to adjoining the southern boundary of the park 

Upgrade playground to "Wetpour Surface" 

Potential integration of interpretive themes into Wetpour patterns and colours 

Extend open grass areas to enhance flexibility of use for a range of passive recreational 
activities 

Potential interpretation of student/kitchen garden to landscaped beds 

Potential art/sculpture elements with kinetic/aural qualities 

Relocation and interpretation of Wireless House 

Provide standard furniture elements adjoining park spaces 

Provide opportunities for seating to walls/steps etc adjoining spaces 

Integrate stage provision as multipurpose raised deck area adjoining park entry and civic 
space off Glebe Point Road 

A sustainable range of passive family 
recreation activities in a quality landscape and 
visual setting that is not compromised by 
recreational uses and can facilitate long term 
flexibility of community benefits 

Incorporate provisions for lighting and power (3 phase) 

Education  

The park contributes to educational values for 
the local community through interpretation of 
its physical and cultural history, through its 
design and use of materials and through its 
sustainable management and maintenance 

Coordinated interpretive signage through the park 
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4.1 Planning principles for Foley Park  (continued) 

 
Vision Principles 

Intrinsic  

Possible extension of path loop system into western park zone 

Potential removal of baby health centre to enable unity of path access and grassed 
spaces between east and west 

Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park benches, bins, etc.) to provide for 
comfortable recreational use and effective maintenance access 

Park enhances its  village green  and oasis  
identity for the community whilst 
strengthening its civic role to the Glebe Village 

Improved furniture and materials provision with coordinated, hard wearing elements (and 
wearing surface under) providing sustainable maintenance requirements based on Citys 
approved furniture range 

Management / maintenance  

Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park benches, bins, etc.) to provide for 

comfortable recreational use and effective maintenance access 

Provide recycling bin to planted edge at Memorial Plaza with maintenance access via 
entry pathway 

Consolidate extent of open grass areas to enhance flexibility of use for a range of 
passive recreational activities 

Upgrade grass surface where required 

A quality community park that is enduring and 
robust in design and materials and provides 
for sustainable ongoing maintenance  

Effective storage adequately catered for 
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4.2 Concept Masterplan 

The preceding principles were applied to the park site in developing a range of 
Concepts from which two potential approaches were developed. 

The approaches represented varied responses to the objectives for the park.  The first 
approach considers the opportunity for the former Hereford House site to shape a more 
geometric design structure for the park, creating varied spaces for community use.  The 
second explored developing a more integrated central open space linking the east and 
west sections of the park maintaining more informal path alignments.  The first approach 
was resolved by the Project Control Group to more effectively address the planning 
principles for the park and the comments provided by the Community Workshop forum. 

Descriptions of  key components of the masterplan are listed following as represented 
on Figure 3.0. 

 

1 Entry Plaza to Glebe Point Road 
The development of an Entry Forecourt to the park requires the removal of a section of 
existing sandstone wall.  The stone slabs will be stone recycled to the proposed new 
playground area as informal sitting walls.  The plaza will provide a strong visual identity 
for traffic entering Glebe from Pyrmont Bridge Road, and a gathering a sitting space 
adjoining the road corridor. 
 
Transitional steps and sitting steps (potentially sandstone paved) are provided adjoining 
the park entry path and to the proposed memorial square area.  A paved sandstone 
banding is provided adjoining the footpath pavement to interpret the existing wall 
alignment.  The footpath asphalt surface is extended to create a pedestrian gathering 
space up to the new steps 
 
In order to reflect and mark the existing entry opening to the park - sandstone piers are 
provided  
 
2 Memorial Square 
In order to provide improved access between Glebe Point Road and the park it is 
proposed that the existing Memorial area be opened up to both the street and the park.  
This will enable the creation of a plaza space acting as a transition between the street 
and park.  A sandstone paved area for seating and memorial ceremonies is provided.  
Upgrading of the memorial in association with relevant stakeholders is envisaged to 
provide a presentable face to all sides with potential for additional plaques/memorials to 
other faces. 
The Memorial Square also provides the opportunity to extend access and the sense of 
community parkland into the adjoining St Johns Church lands to increase visual 
integrity. 
 
3 Sitting Steps 
The stepped edge to the street is proposed to be formed by a combination of 300mm 
height sitting steps for informal use by pedestrians adjoining the Glebe Point Road 
streetscape, and walking steps on main pedestrian “desire lines”.   
 
The aim is that the steps will provide a lunchtime and weekend meeting, gathering, and 
congregation point for the community. 
 
4 Decked Landings / walk throughs 
The community working group forum identified that a direct form of access to the 
grassed village green would be desirable at the Glebe Point Road Entry.  A raised deck 
surface is proposed to protect tree root systems of significant trees from the impacts of 
pedestrian traffic. 
 
The landings will be stepped to provide informal seating along with informal and formal 
seating to edges of decks and ramped access from adjoining paths. 
 
The decks are proposed to act as small scale temporary stages for park events, and will 
be provided with three phase power. 
 

Digital perspectives of: 
Top:      Entry Forecourt 
Below:  Memorial Square 
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4.2 Concept Masterplan  (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above:  Digital Image - Proposed Masterplan outcomes viewed from northeast 
 
5 Village Green 
A key masterplan strategy is the consolidation of the village green grassed area to 
include: 
• removal of smaller garden bed plantings. 
• relocation of Wireless House from central location in village green. 
• replacement of Koppers log edging with sandstone. 
• Potential raised grassed area (incorporating consultation with Arborist) in north 

east corner to provide more level grassed areas adjoining proposed decked 
landings and enhance view from park to north (towards Harbour Bridge). 

 
6 Relocated Playground 
The existing playground is proposed to be removed from its current location adjoining 
the park edge.  An improved location to the centre of the park adjoining the southern 
boundary is proposed.  The upgraded playground design / layout will be based on an 
interpretation of the Hereford House footprint including layout of sitting walls and zoning 
of equipment.  Interpretation may also include the Hereford House Kitchen Garden / and 
well elements. 
 

Other improvements are proposed to include a playground shade structure with 
potential fenced area under shade structure, and a softfall playground surface. 
 
7 Hereford House 'Interpretation'  Marker Tiles 
Sandstone marker tiles to denote Hereford House footprint are proposed to be carried 
through pavement and grassed areas to be supported by interpretive signage. 
 

A Sandstone paved path junction area is proposed to provide a pedestrian pooling and 
movement area.  The area will incorporate interpretation / design integrated to 
pavement and supporting signage. 
 
8 Relocated Wireless House 
The heritage Wireless House is proposed to be relocated as focus of a secondary 
grassed retreat area within the paved interpretation square.  It is proposed that 
Interpretation of the Wireless House is provided including potential motion activated 
archival recordings, along with the opportunity for event use / broadcasts to park. 
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9 Extended Garden Bed to Fig Trees 
In order to assist the mitigation of the current decline of the Fig Tree specimens 
adjoining the existing playground, an extended garden bed area is proposed under the 
trees along with extension of adjoining permeable surfaces. 
 
10 Picnic Table Seating 
Picnic table seating is proposed to be decentralised through the park to provide a 
concentrated use.  Table settings in the area of the existing playground are proposed to 
include porous pavement surfaces to assist tree root 
 
11 Stepping Stone - Interpretation of Student Garden 
To interpret the past student garden on the site, and cater for the potential pedestrian 
desire line from the western corner of the site on Pyrmont Bridge Road a sandstone 
stepping stone link is proposed 
 
12 Pyrmont Bridge Road Entry 
An enhanced walking entry is proposed at this at nodal entry point to park.  The 
sandstone step entry is located the existing ramp entry. 
   
13 Grassed Retreat Area 
The grassed area will have a strong relationship to playground, interpretive square and 
Wireless House, and will be supported by adjoining picnic table and bench seating. 
 
14 Boundary Garden Beds 
In order to improve the visual identity of the park to adjoining streets it is proposed to 
rationalise species to boundary garden beds with simplified species themes.  Themes 
will compliment the heritage context of the site. 
 
Localised pruning of tree canopy and garden bed understorey proposed to enhance 
visual links between streetscape and park. 
 
It is proposed that following liaison as necessary which the adjoining Church and -
system for recycling to garden bed areas in Foley Park. 

 
15 Toilet 
The existing toilet block has been identified as a visual intrusion on park character.  The 
building is proposed to be replaced by a small, low key 'Exerloo', self cleaning toilet, 
located in a visually and physically accessible location adjoining the playground. 

 

16 Supplement Planting to Southern Boundary to Improve Visual Character 

Selective planting (eg Tuckeroo, Peppercorn) to break expanse of exposed park edge 
taking into account views from adjoining units. 

 

Digital perspectives of: 
Top:     Picnic table setting adjacent 
             to playground 
Below:  Pyrmont Bridge Road Entry 

Digital image of proposed masterplan 
outcomes viewed from southeast 
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5.1 Staging Strategy 

The preliminary proposals as described in the Concept Masterplan comprise a range of 
potential improvements with varying community and environmental priority.  The 
following works action plan assigns priority to the proposals based on those, which are 
of most immediate community benefit, with lower priority items to be implemented as 
budgetary and funding opportunities allow.   

5.2 Works action plan 

The Works Action Plan (Figure 5.1) identifies tasks and areas of work, which need to be 
addressed in order to implement the park enhancement works and management 
requirements. 

It is essential that the Works Action Plans involve the active participation of all relevant 
departments of City of Sydney along with appropriate community groups. 

The Works Action Plans are in the form of a schedule that: 

• establishes recommended priorities for worked items; 

• describes the detailed activities required including pre-construction elements 
for capital works items; 

• describes the nature of actions required (capital works, policy review, 
management action, liaison action); 

• recommends possible sources of funding for the works; and 

• notes specific comments relating to the implementation of that item.   

 

No. Item Priority Indicative 

Cost Estimate 

Description Possible Resources 

(funding and 

technical inputs) 

1.0  Planning / Investigation 

1.1 Heritage 
Investigation 

High $10,000 • Prepare brief 
• Commission Consultant 
• Scope to include: 
- Hereford House and garden 
- College 
- Wireless House 

Heritage Council 
City of Sydney 

1.2 Archaeological 
Investigation 

High $ 5,000 • Prepare scope of works 
• Undertake localised excavation to determine any 

remains of Hereford House footprint to assist in 
interpretation  

City of Sydney 

1.3 Interpretive Strategy High $15,000 • Prepare brief 
• Community consultation 
• Prepare coordinated interpretation strategy 

integrating all heritage themes and outlining 
interpretive elements  

Heritage Council 
City of Sydney 

1.4 Park Detailed Design 
Documentation 

High $205,000.00 • Prepare brief 
• Community consultation 
• Consultancy team to prepare documentation to meet 

City implementation requirements 

City of Sydney 

1.5 Baby Health Centre 
Review of 
Alternatives 

High City • Review alternative sites 
• Liaise with clients 
• Community submissions 

 

1.6 Maintenance 
Storage Relocation 

High City • Review alternative sites and formalise arrangements  

1.7 Rainwater collection 
– adjoining sites 

High City • Liaise with Church and Manager of aged housing 
• Design pipework and tank 
• Integrate to irrigation system 
 

 

1.8 Building / hazardous 
waste investigations 

High $10,000.00 • undertake reviews 
• identify actions required 
 

City of Sydney 
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No. Item Priority Indicative 

Cost Estimate 

Description Possible Resources 

(funding and 

technical inputs) 

2.0  Management Policy 

2.1 Liaison with Church High City • Liaise with Church over potential integrated access at 
Glebe Point Road frontage 

 

2.2 Liaison with Veteran 
Groups 

High City • Liaise with Veterans Groups / other relevant 
stakeholders regarding proposed Memorial Square 
and enhancements to Memorial 

 

2.3 Dog Free Zone to 
park 

High City • Integrate proposed dog free zone to City s strategic 
planning 

• Publicise alternative local locations 
• Relevant signage to park 

 

2.4 Event Programme Med City • Develop event programme to support improved 
frontage treatments / event spaces: 

- Noodle markets 
- Heritage days 
- Small concerts / busking days 

 

3.0  Capital Works 

3.1 Stage One 
Glebe Point Road 
Entry 

High $633,000.00 • Wall demolition – paved marker banding 
• Entry piers 
• Footpath pavement upgrading 
• Existing wall refurb 
• Sandstone paved steps / sitting steps 
• Memorial Plaza 
• Multi-purpose deck 
• Filling (including wall extension) and regrass 
• Furniture 
• Lighting/Power 
• Soft Landscape 
• Interpretive signage 

City of Sydney 

Metropolitan 
Greenspace 

3.2 Stage Two 
Southern Boundary 
Planting 

Med $100,000.00 • Planting design 
• Prepare planting areas 
• Implement boundary planting 

City of Sydney 

• Playground design 
• Following toilet demolition – demolish related 

pavements 
• Wall works 
• Shade canopy works 
• Playground implementation 
• Demolish existing playground 
• Remove wall 
• Path works 
• Implement landscape improvements 
• Interpretive signage 

3.3 Stage Three A 
Playground 
Relocation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage Three B 
Remove/replace 
toilet  
 

High 
 

$951,000.00 
 

•   Approvals  
• Site Exerloo in conjunction with playground design 
• Services provision 
• Install / commission Exerloo 
• Demolish existing toilet 

City of Sydney 

 

3.4 Stage Four 
Grassed Retreat 

Low $317,000.00 • Demolish Baby Health building 
• Edging works 
• Gravel paving 
• Sandstone / feature paving 
• Grassed area 
• Interpretive signage 

City of Sydney 

4.0  Maintenance 

4.1 Fig tree hazard 
reduction 

High $5,000 • Commission tree surgeon / arborist 
•  Implement works 

City of Sydney 

4.2 Garden bed removal Med City • Planting scheme 
• Plant removal 
• New planting 
• Mulching 

City of Sydney 

4.3 Rationalise garden 
bed planting 

High $3,500 • Certain areas to be removed 
• Coordinate with new design 
• Remove beds 
• Returf 

City of Sydney 

Total Indicative Budget             $2,254,500.00 

Excluding recurrent maintenance beyond construction contracts 
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5.3 Implementation funding for improvement works 

In addition to funds available from the City s capital works program and maintenance 
budgets, there are opportunities for grants and corporate sponsorship that could 
contribute to the completion of development works to the Foley Park.  It is noted that 
these grants do require comprehensive submissions to be successful and have 
limitations in their scope to deliver significant capital works funding. 
 
The review below outlines applicable sources of external funding that could be pursued 
by both the City and the park s active stakeholders, to assist the progress of park 
improvements.   
 
The most applicable sources of funding are listed below, summarising these funding 
bodies and relevant application criteria.   

 
Name of grant Purpose Administrating agency Scope and limits of 

assistance 

Public Reserves 
Management Fund 
Programme - Local 
Parks and Reserves 
Public Reserves 
Management fund 
Programme - 
Showgrounds Assistance 
Scheme 

Improvements to Crown 
Reserves 

NSW Department of 
Lands 

Dollar for dollar funding 
but level of assistance is 
limited. 

Job Skills Over 21 year old trained 
labour for revegetation 
work 

Dept. of Employment, 
Education and Training 

Labour to assist in 
documented revegetation 
work.  Grant covers 
funding for a co-ordinator 
and approx. 20 trainee 
staff for 12 months. 

Heritage 2001 Funding for physical 
conservation works on 
heritage sites & 
structures 

NSW Heritage Office Additional funding for 
items being directly from 
State Treasury. Capital 
works/project specific 
funding only, with 
expectation that the City 
or other authority will 
manage and maintain. 

Metropolitan Greenspace Funding for development 
and enhancement of 
open space 

Planning NSW 1 million plus total per 
year - average funding  

$50-100,000.00 on dollar 
for dollar basis with 
council. 

Australian Government 
Envirofund 

Conserve Australia s 
environment and natural 
resources 

Natural Heritage Trust Grants of up to 
$30,000.00 to carry out 
on ground actions to 
target local problems 
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6.0 Management Strategy Framework 
The framework provides the rationale for decision making in the Reserve as open space 
and related improvements evolve over the next 10 - 15 years.  The framework also 
provides the basis for the establishment of principles for the development of a Concept 
Masterplan as outlined in Section 4.1.  The Masterplan will provide a planning structure 
on which to formulate detailed design schemes to implement improvement projects as 
funding becomes available. 
 

6.1.1 Definitions 
The management strategy framework describes the process of developing 
recommended management responses under the following headings: 

Visions 

All encompassing, broad vision (goal) statements for open space management against 
which decision making both current and future can be evaluated 

Objectives 

Values: as identified with the community working group, are the features / qualities of 
the park that should be protected or enhanced, and for which measurable outcomes 
should be established. 

Desired outcomes: are objectives for the identified park values that provide a basis and 
direction to decision making. 

Pressures and Opportunities 

Pressures may include impacts on the land or environment, and potential conflicts 
between users or usage and other qualities of the site.  Opportunities are the qualities of 
the site which make it suitable for natural value connection / enhancement, for 
community or recreational uses or activities, and which may not be fully realised at 
present.   

Means  

Strategies and actions to achieve the desired outcome. 

Priority 

Provides outline prioritisation of strategies based on community concerns and environmenta
and heritage management issues.  Includes: 
High:  target within 2 years 
Medium:  target within 2-5 years 
Low:  target within 2-8 years 

Planning Principles 

Provide a basis for achieving the identified strategies through the development of appropriate
public domain design and materials solutions on the site. 

Assessment 

Performance criteria: are physical / measurable effects of the desired outcomes usually driving
monitoring programs.   

Monitoring technique: How the performance criteria are monitored. 
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6.1.1 Definitions (continued) 

 

Framework Categories 

The framework presents the above as a series of site specific categories aimed to provide
commentary across the City s site specific open space planning strategies (based upon
Succeeding with Plans of Management – DLWC and Manidis Roberts): 

• Natural Environment – Physical and environmental factors relating to site 
quality and usage. 

• Heritage – Conservation significance of and historical fabric. 

• Visual – Relationship of the park to surrounding areas in terms of internal views 
and views into and out of the park area. 

• Social / Cultural – Factors relating to the role of the park as an amenity for 
social interaction and use. 

• Recreation / park use – Usage of the park for passive and active pursuits. 

• Education – Role of the park as a community educational resource. 

• Intrinsic – Specific factors contributing to site identity and character. 

• Management and maintenance – Factors relating to open space management 
and maintenance. 
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6.1.2 Framework 
Item Objectives Pressures and Opportunities No Means (Strategies) Priority Planning Principles Assessment 

 Values Desired Outcome      Performance criteria Monitoring technique 

1.0  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT:  

VISION:  Natural environmental values and processes related to vegetation, water cycle management, and general habitat are 
optimised, recognising historical cultural influences on the open space  

     

1.1 Established trees within 
the park – visual and 
recreational amenity 

Protect established tree 
specimens to park 

Established trees provide existing, recognised 
park character and identity 

1.1.1 Provide remedial pruning by qualified Arborist as 
required 

High  Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

Regular Council inspections 

Annual arborists 
assessment 

Community requests for 
action 

  Protect shade and visual 
qualities of tree planting 

Potential impacts of wall and paving works on 
Fig trees 

1.1.2 Avoid excavation works or additional non-porous 
surfaces in proximity of established trees 

High Potential use of raised deck type surface to provide 
trafficable surface at entry to park subject to 
detailed heritage input to final design and materials 

Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

Regular Council inspections 

Annual arborists 
assessment 

Community requests for 
action 

   Potential for additional tree planting  1.1.3 Explore / integrate opportunities for additional / 
long term replacement tree planting to park 

Med Identifying gaps in tree planting framework, and 
trees identified in arborists assessment as being of 
short – medium SULE  

Provide additional/replacement planting 

Quality and function of 
trees as part of park 
fabric 

Landscape architectural 
review 

   Potential replacement with the same or 
appropriate sympathetic species as age and 
health of mature figs becomes an issue. 

      

   South western edges of the park are poorly 
vegetated – exposure of adjoining units, toilet 
block, and telecommunications tower 

1.1.4 Explore / integrate opportunities for additional 
planting to south western boundary maintaining 
solar access to unit windows and dappled views 
to park 

 Provide additional tree planting to compliment park 
planting themes to south western corner of park eg. 
Tuckeroo 

Visual buffering of 
building and 
telecommunication tower 
– establishment of 
planting 

Review on site 

  Optimal health maintained to tree 
specimens within park 

Arborists report identified Fig trees 19 and 20 
adjoining playground as being in decline  due 
potentially to reduction in soft surfaces and 
provision of adjoining structures over time 

1.1.5 Provide remedial pruning to trees 19, 20 by 
qualified Arborist as required 

High  Improved health and 
visual appearance of 
trees 

Regular Council inspections 

Annual arborists 
assessment 

Community requests for 
action 

    1.1.6 Pursue opportunities to increase porous area 
under trees 

High Extend planted area to trees 19/20 

Provide porous surfaces where possible to seating 
areas and fencing 

Improved health and 
visual appearance of 
trees 

Improved health and visual 
appearance of trees 

   Arborists report identified Port Jackson Figs 
(included stems and branches) generally 
require hazard reduction pruning to avoid limb 
drop 

1.1.7 Provide remedial pruning by qualified Arborist as 
required 

High  Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

11 Regular Council 
inspections 

12 Annual arborists 
assessment 

• Community requests 
for action 

   Juvenile Canary Island Date Palm at base of 
tree 8 – Fig is not practical 

1.1.8 Remove juvenile Palm to avoid future conflicts 
with Fig 

Med  Tree removal Completion of removal 

   Umbrella tree too close to base of tree 8 - Fig 1.1.9 Remove Umbrella tree to avoid future conflicts 
with Fig 

Med  Tree removal Completion of removal 
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Item Objectives Pressures and Opportunities No Means (Strategies) Priority Planning Principles Assessment 

 Values Desired Outcome      Performance criteria Monitoring technique 

1.0  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT:       

   Other specific issues to existing trees: 

-girdling root at base of tree 1 (Box Elder) 

-included co dominant stems of tree 29 
(Liquidambar) 

1.1.10 Specific monitoring of issues identified in 2004 
Arborists report undertaken in ongoing 
inspections as per 1.1.12 

High  Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

13 Regular Council 
inspections 

14 Annual arborists 
assessment 

2 Community 
requests for 
action 

   Potential for ongoing tree decline 1.1.11 All mature trees to be inspected after any major 
storm event, excessive or prolonged rain or 
drought periods etc. 

High  Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

Coordinated recording of 
inspections 

    1.1.12 All trees to be inspected annually by a qualified 
Arborist and required actions added to Plan of 
Management 

High  Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

Coordinated recording of 
inspections 

Review/supplementation of 
POM details 

1.2 Understorey garden 
planting 

Retain appropriate level of simple 
understorey planting  

Excessive diversity of understorey species 
reduces visual continuity and civic identity 

1.2.1 Rationalise plant species to garden bed areas to 
simplify and strengthen visual themes / identity 
and provide balanced improvement of visual 
relationship of park to street / retention of buffer 

Med Planting bed species consolidated to simple 
effective palette, removal and interplanting as 
required 

Visual continuity and 
identity of garden bed 
edge to park 

Landscape architectural 
review 

Community comments 

   Varied density of understorey and lower level 
tree branches limits visual links to park from 
streetscape in some places 

1.2.2 Explore opportunities for enhanced visual 
relationship to streetscape whilst retaining green 
buffer in tree management pruning (see 1.1.3-
1.1.5 

Med Planting bed species consolidated to simple 
effective palette, removal and interplanting as 
required 

Controlled underpruning of existing trees 

Improved visual/safety 
connections between 
street and park 

Awareness of park 

Level of park usage 

Community comments 

   Proliferation of smaller garden beds and 
smaller trees through grassed area 

1.2.3 Rationalise smaller beds and tree plantings to 
optimise recreational grassed area function and 
visual continuity. 

Low Remove smaller and isolated garden beds, edging 
and small trees 

More open usable 
grassed area 

Level of village green usage 

Community comments 

   Excessive garden bed planting can create high 
recurrent maintenance requirements and 
safety issues due to limited visibility through 
the park 

      

Health, condition and 
appearance of trees 

15 Regular Council 
inspections 

16 Annual arborists 
assessment 

1 Community requests 
for action. 

1.3 Varied Landform Optimise visual interest of level 
changes whilst enhancing 
accessibility 

Park falls strongly away to east 1.3.1 Review opportunities to simplify park levels to 
enhance usability without unreasonable impact 
on heritage character and tree health 

Med Raise levels in liaison with arborist to corner of 
village green 

Provide extension of carriage drive pathway 

Provide subsoil drainage 

Enhanced usability of 
park corner through 
reduced grade and 
improved drainage 

Level of village green usage 

Community comments 

Landscape architectural 
inspection 
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Item Objectives Pressures and Opportunities No Means (Strategies) Priority Planning Principles Assessment 

 Values Desired Outcome      Performance criteria Monitoring technique 

1.0  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT:       

   Perimeter walls limit accessibility to park 1.3.2 Enhance access to park by providing additional 
penetrations through walls in particular at SE and 
NW corners 

High Provide open frontage at southeast corner of park 
integrated with memorial – paved gathering area 

 

Potential sitting steps adjoining Glebe Point Road 

 

Potential decked access through mature trees 
leading to park 

Increased/enhanced 
access to park 

Observation of usage on 
site 

   Disabled suitable access limited to ramp at 
NW corner to Bridge St and north arm of 
carriage drive 

1.3.3 Accept limitations of level change on multiple 
accessible entries whilst maximising extent of 
access 

Med Provide widened entry to park with steps adjoining 
existing ramp at northwest corner to Pyrmont Bridge 
Road 

Increased/enhanced 
access to park 

Observation of usage on 
site 

   Drainage problems focused to east of park 
after high rainfall 

1.3.4 Review opportunities to improve all weather 
usability of eastern section of park 

Med  Increased/enhanced 
access to park 

Observation of usage on 
site 

1.4 Provides a green space 
in highly urban context - 
biodiversity 

Retain strongly planted “green” 
character of park 

Strongly planted edges are important 
components of green character, but also 
reduce visual relationship / security to street 

 Refer item 1.2.1 – 1.2.2     

   Civic / urban design desirability to provide 
urban quality spaces adjoining Glebe Point 
Road 

1.4.1 Review opportunities for enhanced “urban” 
quality spaces adjoining street corridor without 
compromise of “oasis” park character 

High Provide public space extending footpath area 
adjoining park frontage and memorial area 

Community usage of 
public space 

Observation of usage eon 
site 

1.5 Sustainability Park design and elements to 
optimise sustainable resource 
use and maintenance 

Some garden plantings require ongoing 
watering for success 

1.5.1 Consider water demands when rationalising 
understorey planting / planting new tree 
specimens 

High  Park potable water 
demand reduced 

Monitoring of water use 

   A well was originally located on the site 
providing fresh water for Hereford House 

1.5.2 Potential investigation and interpretation of well 
location 

Low  Location and research of 
former well 

Completion of investigation 
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Item Objectives Pressures and Opportunities No Means (Strategies) Priority Planning Principles Assessment 

 Values Desired Outcome      Performance criteria Monitoring technique 

2.0  HERITAGE:  

VISION:  Significant and interesting aspects of site and area heritage conserved and celebrated in park 

Planning and management integrating the need for ongoing park evolution to meet community needs  

     

2.1 Foley Park Protection of overall role of park 
site as community open space 

Desirability to more strongly integrate park with 
adjoining streetscapes – with potential loss of 
“oasis” character 

 

2.1.1 Any park improvements to conserve and extend 
where possible community usable park area 

Also refer item 1.4.1 

High Extend village green grassed area where surplus 
paved area can be removed 

Remove smaller, isolated garden bed tree plantings 
to gravel area 

More open usable 
grassed area 

Level of village green usage 

Community comments 

  Appropriate heritage 
conservation mechanisms in 
place 

Identified in Heritage Review as of Local 
Heritage Significance 

2.1.2 Plan of Management to incorporate appropriate 
Heritage Management strategies to ensure 
conservation (and enable interpretation) of 
important local heritage values 

High  Heritage fabric and 
curtilage recognised 
through park 
improvements and 
management 

Acceptance of strategies by 
heritage specialists 

Community comments 

NSW Heritage Office 
comments 

  Effective interpretation of all site 
history to enrich identity of park 
and enhance user experiences 

Limited interpretation on site currently 2.1.3 Supplement existing information with targeted 
historical review of past elements and uses 

High  Information resource 
adequate for effective 
interpretation 

Availability of background 
information 

  Effective interpretation of all site 
history to enrich identity of park 
and enhance user experiences 

Additional information on park history and 
compilation of historical images required 

2.1.4 Prepare coordinated interpretive strategy for site 
integrating all themes of interpretation: 

- Hereford House site 

- College 

- Park use and elements 

High Integrate interpretive themes into new design 
elements where possible: 

-  Carriage driveway at entry forecourt 

-  Hereford House footprint, well/kitchen garden 

-  Potentially relocated Wireless House 

-  Student Garden 

Heritage fabric and 
curtilage recognised 
through park 
improvements and 
management 

Acceptance of strategies by 
heritage specialists 

Community comments 

NSW Heritage Office 
comments 

  Improved curtilage heritage sites Low Koppers log walling / edges to Garden 
Beds (c.1970-80 s) to conflicts with potential 
heritage interpretation, and reflects a low 
landscape quality 

 Refer 1.2.3 

Rationalise smaller beds and tree plantings to 
optimise recreational grassed area function and 
visual continuity. 

Medium    

   The garden bed planting to the south of the 
lawn is out of character with the rest of the 
park and provides poor curtilage to Glebe 
Health Care Centre. 

2.1.5 Park planning to consider selective removal of 
inappropriate planting and appropriate 
replacement planting 

Medium Identify inappropriate plantings – progressively 
remove and replace with species for coordinated 
planting theme 

Improved planting 
theme/appearance 

Inspection by Landscape 
Architect 

Community comments 

2.2 Hereford House site Protection, recognition, and 
interpretation of house site  

Hereford House was located within the eastern 
zone of the site (c.1824-1903).  The house has 
high heritage significance as one of the first 
regency mansions in the area and its 
occupation by several prominent figures of 
early Glebe. 

2.2.1 Explore potential for sub-surface heritage 
significant elements (eg. Interpretative 
representation of Hereford House footings) 

Undertake archeological investigations in area of 
Hereford House to determine presence of any 
original footings etc which could be interpreted 

High Integrate and footing elements available into park 
design 

At minimum reflect Hereford footprint with 
interpretive markers 

Archaeological 
investigations carried out 
to satisfaction of relevant 
authorities 

Permit issued 

Findings of archaeological 
investigations tabled and 
incorporated into park 
design 

   Original site character as private Residential/ 
teachers college has been lost in progressive 
park works 

2.2.2 Improve relationship of park facilities / layout with 
past heritage significant building site and 
recognise 19th century site character and use 

High Integrate Hereford House footprint into park layout Appropriate level of 
interpretation 

Community comments 

    2.2.3 During any works through park incorporate 
appropriate Archeological guidelines 
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2.0  HERITAGE:        

    2.2.4 Design park improvements in area of Hereford 
site to reflect interpretation opportunities 

  Archaeological 
investigations carried out 
to satisfaction of relevant 
authorities 

Permit issued 

Findings of archaeological 
investigations tabled and 
incorporated into park 
design 

    2.2.5 Interpret effectively the sequence of uses of the 
house and adjoining areas 

  Appropriate level of 
interpretation 

Community comments 

   Remnant sandstone walling and suggestions 
of layout of original carriage drive 

 

2.2.6 Conserve the majority of walling level change to 
indicate / original represent site form  

High Consider only localised penetration of existing 
walled park edge to facilitate necessary access / 
visual enhancements to: 
• SE corner 
• NW park corner 
Interpret existing wall alignment in pavement 

Understanding of existing 
wall alignment and 
function is retained 

Acceptance of strategies by 
Heritage Specialists 

Community comments 

    2.2.7 Conserve entry element of carriage drive – 
explore potential for further interpretation if 
compatible with park function 

 Retain alignment of carriage drive at entry – 
integrate with receding sandstone steps to conserve 
curved alignment 

Understanding of existing 
path (carriage drive) 
alignment and function is 
retained 

Acceptance of strategies by 
Heritage Specialists 

Community comments 

2.3 Glebe Child Health Care 
Centre 

Optimisation of site for maximum 
community benefit without 
compromising existing use 

Building is of low to moderate heritage 
significance 

Building reduces usable park area – creates 
zone of low activity 

2.3.1 Consider future removal of building if alternative 
suitable location for Health Care function 
identified 

Medium If function relocated and building demolished 
consider option for SW corner of park: 

• Playground 

• Secondary grassed space with seating 

Baby Health Care 
function/services 
adequately addressed for 
local area 

Community usage of SW 
corner of park enhanced 

Community comments 

On site observations – level 
of park usage 

    2.3.2 Outcome subject to revocation of D1000257 for 
Baby Clinic and adding of area to the Dr H J 
Foley Rest Park (R88997) for Public Recreation. 

    

2.4 Wireless house  Effectively interpret Wireless 
house explaining its role and 
operation 

Significant as an example of first Wireless 
House in Sydney. A place for the community to 
come and listen to the radio (wireless) 

2.4.1 Park planning to consider potential for relocation 
and interpretation Wireless House to less focal 
and obtrusive site 

Medium Potential relocation to interpretive paved plaza at 
path junction to west half of park – to act as focus 
for secondary grassed area with related 
interpretation 

Understanding of role 
and function of Wireless 
House compared and 
improved 

Usability of park spaces 
improved 

Community comments 

Level of park usage 

   Building is of moderate heritage significance       

   Building is located centrally within grassed 
area – reduces visual links in park and 
reduces scale of “village green” 

      

2.5 Pergola seating area Improved  condition and 
accessibility of Picnic 
tables/seating without impact on 
noise / security in park 

The Pergola (constructed first in the 1930s) 
still functions as  part of the Park fabric 

2.5.1 Park planning to investigate options for potential 
relocation of table / picnic seating to better 
functioning location with improved disabled 
access  

Medium Provide dispersed (less centralised) picnic table 
seating to a variety of locations to reduce impact 

Provide greater diversity of fixed and incidental 
seating opportunities 

Anti social problems 
reduced 

Use of picnic seating 
increased 

Community comments 

Level of park usage 

   Pergola seating area is of low heritage 
significance 

      

   Seating is visually isolated from remainder of 
park and associated with anti social activities – 
adjoining aged housing 
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2.0  HERITAGE:        

2.6 World War Memorial Protection and recognition of 
heritage significance  

Memorial (for Second World War) with entry 
located on Glebe Point Road. 

High Heritage significance 

2.6.1 Park planning to investigate opportunities to 
improve accessibility to memorial including 
through access to park at this nodal corner of the 
park 

Include review of potential extension of stepped 
edge into adjoining Church frontage 

 

Med Refer 1.3.2 Increased/enhanced 
access to park 

Observation of usage on 
site 

   Poor curtilage treatment and accessibility – 
limited to steps without linkage to park 

      

   Appropriate interpretation desirable 2.6.2 Provide additional interpretation coordinated with 
overall park strategy including inputs of relevant 
Veterans groups 

Med Desirability for 1920 s war memorial to 
function/have presentation to all four sides   

Potential for additional plaques/signage 

Liaison with Veteran 
stakeholders 

Implementation of works 

Stakeholder comments 

Community comments 

Level of usage 

   Potential pedestrian links to adjoining Church 
street frontage open space 

2.6.3 Investigate potential pedestrian linkages to 
adjoining Church lands 

Low Potential for connection of memorial paved area at 
grade to church grassed frontage, with extended 
stepped edge to Glebe Point Road 

Liaison with church 

Improved access 

Improved community use 

Improved civic identity of 
park 

Church comments 

Community comments 

Level of usage 

   Security problems to isolated curtilage area of 
Memorial 

2.6.4 Implement improvements to upgrade and secure 
Memorial 

Med    

2.7 Heritage tree plantings  Protection and conservation of 
heritage tree species. 

Ongoing pressures of park use and aging / 
decline of trees  

 Refer tree management and monitoring 
strategies 

Items 1.1.1 – 1.1.12 

High    

2.8 Water well and kitchen 
garden in park 

Recognise pre existing well and 
kitchen garden characteristics of 
park site 

Potential interpretation 2.8.1 Investigate likely site and potential for  
archeological investigations / addition to park 
interpretation strategies 

Refer also 1.5.2 

Low Integrate location into design elements to relocated 
playground or paved plaza area 

Understanding of 
role/function of elements 

Acceptance of strategies by 
Heritage Specialists 

Community comments 
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3.0  VISUAL:  

VISION:  A simple park character that recognises and interprets  historical site influences enhancing relationships to  

Adjoining streetscapes whilst maintaining protected “village green” character 

     

3.1 Green open space Maintain green open space 
character 

Open lawn areas provide community village 
green and relief from surrounding urban 
development 

3.1.1 Park planning to provide balanced approach to 
conserving essential village green role whilst 
improving visual  relationships and access to 
streets at nodal locations 

High Consolidate/extend village green grassed area, 
reviewing elements compromising usability and 
visual continuity. 

Reduce slopes of grassed areas in east section of 
park to enhance usability 

More open usable 
grassed area 

Level of village green usage 

Community comments 

   Potential for additional tree planting to south 
western park edges without compromising 
solar access from neighbouring properties 

3.1.2 Conserve and consolidate central grassed space 
as focus of Village Green 

High Refer 3.1.1 above   

   Potential to improve visual links to the street 
frontages of the site 

 Refer also 1.2.1 and 1.2.2 – controlled pruning 
and rationalisation of boundary planting 

    

   Visual impact of surrounding area (eg. bus 
stops, commercial and residential areas) on 
recreational amenity 

      

   Civic role of park – suggests potential for 
extended hard surfaced areas to reinforce 
relationship to street 

      

3.2 Park character in dense 
urban context 

Vistas and view lines integrated 
with tree management 

Poor quality of south western corner of park 
boundary 

 Refer 1.1.4 

Additional planting to SW boundary 

    

   Potential for additional tree planting to south 
western park edges without compromising 
solar access from neighbouring properties 

      

  Reduce impact of “poor quality 
park elements 

Visual Intrusion of toilet block structure into 
park character 

3.2.1 Pursue opportunities for future removal of 
existing toilets and replacement with less 
intrusive structure 

High Replace existing toilet block and replace with 
smaller scale, modular toilet unit (eg Exerloo) 
adjoining playground 

Adequate service level 
provided 

Security problems 
minimised 

Community comments 

   Poor quality of park furniture 3.2.2 Review furniture locations to optimise 
effectiveness and replace with appropriate  
coordinated furniture range 

High Siting of coordinated furniture range to relate to park 
usage areas to disperse impacts and optimise 
landscape setting and visual links 

Generally furniture located to the edges of spaces 

Improved visual and 
functional contribution of 
furniture to park identity 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

   Poor quality of some park elements – Koppers 
Logs etc 

 Refer 1.2.3 

Rationalise smaller beds and tree plantings to 
optimise recreational grassed area function and 
visual continuity. 

    

    3.2.3 Where beds provided provide quality stone edge 
compatible with other park elements 

Med Replace non –stone edging with completed 
sandstone edge treatment 

Improved quality and 
continuity of visual 
character 

Review by Landscape 
Architect 

3.3 Residential amenity Recognise relationship of park to 
adjoining aged housing 

Buffer planting objectives may conflict with 
solar access and retention of views to park 

 Refer 1.1.4 

Explore / integrate opportunities for additional  
planting to south western boundary maintaining 
solar access to unit windows and dappled views 
to park 

High    
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4.0  SOCIAL / CULTURAL:  

VISION:  A balanced and sustainable community role  is met by the park optimising its heritage fabric and maintaining 

a community village green theme addressing the sustainable needs of the user catchment 

     

4.1 Focal community village 
green 

Enhance broader community role 
of park as visual  and community 
focus  

Varied image amongst community – affected 
by perceived security / safety problems and 
poor quality facilities 

4.1.1 Planning and design of improvements to focus 
upon improving function and appearance as 
community village green 

High Reinforce and improve access points to park that 
direct access to the open grassed green as the park 
focus 

Improved access 

Increased usage 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

Provide urban lighting of nodal spaces: 

- Entry forecourt 

- Memorial Plaza 

- Interpretive Plaza 

along with the path loop through the site 

Improved safety 

Improved level of night 
usage 

Limitation of security 
problems 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

Safety audit. 

    4.1.2 Planning and design to integrate appropriate 
lighting of access routes and park feature to 
support night through access and event usage 

High 

Provide feature uplighting of street frontage trees 
and Memorial 

  

   Lack of attractive community gathering area 
that can cope with pedestrian traffic 

4.1.3 Review potential for gathering . performance 
space within park – adjoining / related to Glebe 
Point Road 

High Integrate potential raised deck area at park entry 
between existing mature Figs subject to detailed 
heritage input to final design and materials 

Area to double as non-event seating/gathering area 
and through access to park 

Level of access, through 
space 

Community events 

Seating usage 

Level of through access 

Level of seating usage 

Number of event usage 
bookings 

  Park to meet basic needs of all 
age groups with focus on needs 
of younger adults (with and 
without children) as the longer 
term dominant demographic user 
of the local catchment 

Basic park qualities of simple quality finishes, 
and attractive flexible spaces are most 
enduring factors of relevance to most age 
groups 

4.1.4 Park planning / improvements to emphasise 
flexibility in layout and landscape treatments to 
enable future adaptation to meet a variety of 
needs 

High Consolidate extent of open grass areas and seating 
areas in a variety of scales to enhance flexibility of 
use for a range of passive recreational activities 

Limit design/implementation of fixed elements that 
do not allow for the adaptation/evolution of park 
spaces/uses 

Ability to respond to 
changing community 
needs 

Recreational planning 
review   

Community comments 
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5.0  RECREATION:  

VISION:  A sustainable range of passive family recreational activities in a quality landscape / visual setting that is not  

compromised by recreational uses and can facilitate long term flexibility of use 

     

5.1 Passive recreational use Consolidate passive recreation 
as primary park use 

Park provides basis for flexible local park in 
the provision of grassed areas, shade, and 
appropriate  park furniture 

5.1.1 Conserve the essential qualities of grassed areas 
and shade whilst improving the siting and quality 
of park furniture 

High Consolidate and extend grassed areas More open usable 
grassed area 

Level of usage of village 
green and related grassed 
areas 

      High Replace furniture in appropriate locations with a 
simple coordinated range of furniture elements 

  

   Desirability to enhance relationship with Glebe 
Point Road with urban quality space 

 1.4.1 

Investigate opportunities to provide a civic / urban 
quality space adjoining Glebe Point Rd that does 
not compromise green open space character 

    

   Potential role of park as dog walking area 5.1.2 City to review alternative locations for off leash 
dog access due to potentially problematic 
relationship with playground and passive use in 
the limited space available 

Foley Park to be Dog Free zone to avoid conflicts 

High  Off lead dog use 
effectively catered for in 
sustainable location 

Community comments 

   Potential provision of dog waste bins and bags 
required 

     

   Anti social behaviour / noise (especially at 
night) related to picnic tables adjoining aged 
units 

5.1.3 Review alternative locations for picnic table 
seating with attractive landscape setting 

High Refer 4.1.2 Improved safety 

Improved level of night 
usage 

Limitation of security 
problems 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

Safety audit 

   Potential for improved lighting to reduce levels 
of anti-social behaviour 

 Refer 4.1.2 

Planning and design to integrate appropriate 
lighting of access routes and park feature to 
support night through access and event usage 

Medium    

5.2 Childrens play – Family 
activities 

Informal and formal play 
opportunities for children of all 
ages 

Existing playground is not optimally located in 
isolated corner of park adjoining Pyrmont 
Bridge Road 

5.2.1 Review alternative locations for playground to: 

• improve relationship with passive use 
grassed areas 

• reduce need for additional visually intrusive 
fences 

High Relocate playground to central position on southern 
boundary integrated with interpretation of Hereford 
House site 

Improved quality of play 
facilities 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

   Existing location requires fence to top of 
existing sandstone wall – poor visual 
appearance 

      

  Playground appearance and 
condition improved 

Toddlers playground area  needs improved 
childproof fence and locking mechanism 

5.2.2 Childrens play equipment to be updated in 
compliance with guidelines established by  
Australian Standards  

High Childrens playground to be relocated to adjoining 
the southern boundary of the park  

Compliance with 
Australian standards 

Community Use 

Audit of design strategies 

Monitoring of use 

Community comments 

   Existing wood chip surface to playground 
should be upgraded 

5.2.3 Potential upgrading to "Wetpour" surface Medium Upgrade playground to “Wetpour Surface” 

Potential integration of interpretive themes into 
Wetpour patterns and colours 

 

Contemporary equal 
access softfall surface 
implemented 

Council inspection on site 

Monitoring of use 

Community comments 
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5.0  RECREATION:       

   Lack of play facilities for children aged 5 yrs 
and over 

5.2.4 Zone playspace to provide nodes for appropriate 
age groups. 

High  A well used range of play 
equipment is provided 
that caters to various age 
groups 

Monitoring of use 

Community comments 

  Non structured play / educational 
play encouraged 

Potential informal play opportunities exist 
within the grass areas of the park 

5.2.5 Extend and diversify open grassed areas for 
recreational use 

High Extend open grass areas to enhance flexibility of 
use for a range of passive recreational activities 

  

   Potential integration of childrens component to 
interpretation 

5.2.6 Incorporation of non-static (ie changing / 
evolving) interpretive elements that double as 
play / educational features 

Med Potential interpretation of student/kitchen garden to 
landscaped beds 

Potential art/sculpture elements with kinetic/aural 
qualities 

Relocation and interpretation of Wireless House 

Improved understanding 
of site history 

Long term intent and 
retain intent of 
interpretive elements 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

5.3 Lunchtime role 
supporting Glebe Point 
Road 

Enhance parks support role to 
Glebe commercial precinct 

Existing pergola seating area and related park 
furniture is in poor condition and area has 
been noted as site of some ant-social activities 

 Refer 2.5.1 

Park planning to investigate options for potential 
relocation of table / picnic seating to better 
functioning location with improved disabled 
access  

    

    5.3.1 Enhance availability of a variety of seating 
options through the park 

Pursue incidental seating related to walls steps 
etc 

High Provide standard furniture elements adjoining park 
spaces 

Provide opportunities for seating to walls/steps etc 
adjoining spaces 

Raised level  of seating 
usage across all use 
periods in park 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

5.4 Space for community 
events 

Foley Park compliments 
commercial / civic corridor of 
Glebe Point Road providing for 
small scale events compatible 
with other park values 

Potential for gathering area adjoining Glebe 
Point road provided with appropriate wearing 
surfaces to cater for more intensive use 

 1.4.1 

Investigate opportunities to provide a civic / urban 
quality space adjoining Glebe Point Rd that does 
not compromise green open space character 

    

    5.4.1 Review opportunities to provide small multi-
purpose stage area adjoining grassed areas 

 

Med Integrate stage provision as multipurpose raised 
deck area adjoining park entry and civic space off 
Glebe Point Road 

Incorporate provisions for event lighting and power 
(3 phase) 

Level of access, through 
space 

Community events 

Seating usage. 

Level of through access 

Level of seating usage 

Number of event usage 
bookings 
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6.0  EDUCATION:  

VISION:  The park contributes to educational values for the local community through interpretation of its physical and cultural  

history , through it s design and use of materials, and through its sustainable management and maintenance 

     

6.1 Interpretation Natural and cultural heritage 
features of the park are 
effectively interpreted where 
appropriate 

A range of cultural heritage aspects of  the 
park offer potential for interpretation 

 Refer 2.2.3 

Supplement existing information with targeted 
historical review of past elements and uses 

    

   Lack of heritage interpretation through Foley 
Park  

 Refer 2.2.4 

Prepare coordinated interpretive strategy for site 
integrating all themes of interpretation: 

• Hereford House site 

• College 

• Park use and elements 

    

6.2 Environmental 
sustainabilty 

Park design and management 
promotes sustainability 

Some park design, materials, management 
practises may not be visible to the public 

6.2.1 Integrate information on sustainable park 
systems into coordinated interpretive displays: 

• recycled materials 

• low water demand plant species 

• recycling of water ? 

Med Coordinated interpretive signage through park Understanding of 
sustainable practices 
improved 

Community survey 

6.3 Outdoor education Outdoor classroom role within 
the park is optimised by schools 
etc. 

Part of the park could potentially be 
temporarily used as an outdoor classroom 

 Refer 5.2.6 

Incorporation of non-static (ie changing / 
evolving) interpretive elements that double as 
play / educational features 

    

    6.3.1 Promote use of gathering area  / event stage for 
school group use as outdoor classroom in non-
peak park use times 

Low  Appropriate level of 
usage by school groups 
pursued 

Level of usage 

School comments 

Community comments 
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7.0  INTRINSIC:  

VISION:  Park enhances  its “village green” and “oasis” identity for the community whilst strengthening its civic  role to the 
Glebe Village 

     

          

7.1 Green open focus of  
Glebe Village  

Park effectively balances dual 
community and civic role 

Potential conflicts between heightened urban 
identity and “oasis” character 

 Refer 5.1.1 

Conserve the essential qualities of grassed areas 
and shade whilst improving the siting and quality 
of park furniture 

    

     Refer 1.4.1 

Investigate opportunities to provide a civic / urban 
quality space adjoining Glebe Point Rd that does 
not compromise green open space character 

    

7.2 Simplicity and legibility of 
park character 

Simple park layout provides for 
functional park use 

Park is currently divided into two zones : 

• west incorporating playground and Baby 
Health Centre 

• east / centre incorporating main grassed 
area 

7.2.1 Review opportunities to better integrate east and 
west zones of park 

High Possible extension of path loop system into western 
park zone 

  

       Potential removal of baby health centre to enable 
unity of path access and grassed spaces between 
east and west sections of the park 

 

Improved level of usage 
at western section of 
park 

Level of usage 

Community comments 

   Visual  and spatial intrusion of Toilet Block and 
related asphalt paved areas into park  

 Refer 3.2.1 

Pursue opportunities for future removal of 
existing toilets and replacement with less 
intrusive structure 

    

   Major entry points to the park are low key 7.2.2 Improve park entry points including entry signage 
as appropriate 

High Refer 1.3.2 Increased/enhanced 
access to park 

Observation of usage on 
site 

     Refer 2.6.1 

Park planning to investigate opportunities to 
improve accessibility to memorial including 
through access to park at this nodal corner of the 
park 

Include review of potential extension of stepped 
edge into adjoining Church frontage 

    

    7.2.3 Provide more open access to NW park corner 
better linking park to street 

High Refer 1.3.2 Refer above Refer above 

  Structures are minimised and 
compatible / unobtrusive to 
landscape character 

Potential future pressures for additional site 
structures 

7.2.4 No additional buildings to be considered within 
park than those incorporated to approved 
masterplan 

High  No additional buildings 
erected 

Council monitoring 

  Strong inter-relationship between 
park spaces 

Separation of eastern and western parts of the 
park due to functional and visual barrier 
divisions 

7.2.5 Spatial relationships within park to be enhanced 
through development of masterplan options 
considering relocation of pathways and facilities 
as part of an enhanced overall design 

High  Improved level of usage 
at western section of 
park 

Level of usage 

Community comments 
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7.0  INTRINSIC:       

   The areas adjoining the Baby Health Centre 
and Toilet are under utilised and do not 
contribute to park character 

 Refer 7.2.1 

Review opportunities to better integrate east and 
west zones of park 

    

7.3 Accessible park Equal access to park pathways 
and facilities 

Limited access points to park  Refer 7.2.2 

Improve park entry points including entry signage 
as appropriate 

    

     Refer 2.6.1 

Park planning to investigate opportunities to 
improve accessibility to memorial including 
through access to park at this nodal corner of the 
park 

Include review of potential extension of stepped 
edge into adjoining Church frontage 

    

     Refer 7.2.3 

Provide more open access to NW park corner 
better linking park to street 

    

   Ramped access to park required due to level 
changes – limited to two access points 

South side ramp of Glebe Point Road entry 
exceeds 1v:14h (1v:11h) 

7.3.1 Recognise limited potential to provide additional 
ramped access to park 

South ramp will be effectively used by many 
disabled users over its short distance – 
alternative access is available 

  Disabled access 
adequately provided 

 

Conditions by Access 
Committee 

Community comments 

7.4 Provision of passive 
recreational facilities 

Appropriate character of furniture 
elements throughout the park 

Range of furniture styles within the park 

Upgrade with consistent treatment 

7.4.1 Rationalise location of seats and tables to under 
shade trees adjoining park spaces with 
appropriate wearing surface 

Furniture to be from the City s approved public 
domain furniture palette 

Medium Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park 
benches, bins, etc.) to provide for comfortable 
recreational use and effective maintenance access 

Improved furniture and materials provision with 
coordinated, hard wearing elements (and wearing 
surface under) providing sustainable maintenance 
requirements based on the City s approved furniture 
range 

Adequate furniture 
provision for park use 

Attractive visual 
appearance as part of 
coordinated layout 
approach and furniture 
palette 

Implementation of 
improvements  

Monitoring of use 

Community comments 
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8.0  MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:  

VISION:  A quality community park that is enduring and robust in design and materials and provides for sustainable  

ongoing maintenance 

     

8.1 Quality of park 
environment 

Furniture provision meets user 
requirements, without 
overpowering visual character 

Furniture elements do not contribute to park 
character and identity 

 

8.1.1 Confirm a coordinated range of furniture relevant 
to the Glebe Point Road context for ongoing 
implementation 

Med Locate park furniture (eg. table settings, park 
benches, bins, etc.) to provide for comfortable 
recreational use and effective maintenance access 

Adequate furniture 
provision for park use 

Attractive visual 
appearance as part of 
coordinated layout 
approach and furniture 
palette 

Implementation of 
improvements  

Monitoring of use 

Community comments 

   Potential for provision of recycling bins 8.1.2 Review potential for incorporation of recycling 
bins in functional but visually low key location 

Med Provide recycling bin to planted edge at Memorial 
Plaza with maintenance access via entry pathway 

Community use of bin Usage levels 

Community comments 

  A clean and well kept park Increased maintenance is needed to cope with 
greater amounts of rubbish during peak usage 
times (summer, school/public holidays and 
weekends) 

8.1.3 Review recurrent maintenance programme to 
respond to potential park improvements and 
current needs 

High  Maintenance addresses 
key requirements for a 
neat and tidy park within 
resource constraints 

Monitoring of maintenance 
issues 

Community comments 

   Grass areas are in overall poor condition due 
lack of regular irrigation and reduced capacity 
to handle heavy use 

Potential to fine grade and reinstate turf areas 
incorporating irrigation system 

8.1.4 Upgrade grass areas with improved topsoil, and 
aeration 

High Consolidate extent of open grass areas to enhance 
flexibility of use for a range of passive recreational 
activities 

Upgrade grass surface where required 

Quality of grassed area 

Level of community use 

Monitoring of maintenance 
issues 

Community comments 

   Impact of maintenance storage on availability 
of recreation space and park character 

8.1.5 Review opportunities to relocate park 
maintenance storage to alternative (consolidated) 
location 

Med Effective maintenance storage adequately catered 
for off site 

Council monitoring  

  Improved toilet facilities within 
the park without on park visual 
character, heritage sites, and 
park use 

Poor quality of existing building – functionally 
and visually 

 Refer 3.2.1 

Pursue opportunities for future removal of 
existing toilets and replacement with less 
intrusive structure 

    

8.2 Availability of funding Staged implementation 
programme addresses 
community and environmental 
priorities 

Funding for improvement works needs to be 
confirmed / established 

Potential for external funding through Stage 
Government programmes (eg. Metropolitan 
Green Space, Heritage Commission, etc.) 

8.2.1 Masterplan and staged action plan to provide 
basis for seeking of external funding 

High  Adequate funding of 
works and pre 
construction items 
achieved 

Recurrent funding levels as 
budgeted and implemented 

List on the Citys Capital 
Works Programme 
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8.0  MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:       

8.3 Availability of leases, 
licenses, and bookings 

Leasing and licensing of park 
facilities where there is no 
conflict with the community 
values / objectives of the park 
and consistent with Reserve 
purpose  

Existing lease of Baby Health Centre 8.3.1 Continue leasing to provide community use in 
accordance with appropriate conditions in the 
short term 

Review opportunities to relocate function to 
alternative suitable location without compromise 
to services 

Integrate site into passive park area 

High Refer 2.3.1 Baby Health Care 
function/services 
adequately addressed for 
local area.  Community 
usage of SW corner of 
park enhanced. 

 

Lease, license and 
bookings compatible  
with community use and 
statutory requirements 
(Local Government Act, 
Crown Land Act) 

Community comments 

On site observations – level 
of park usage 

Lease agreements 

Monitoring of compliance 

Community comments 

   Potential use of park for corporate functions 
during non peak periods to supplement park 
improvement funding 

8.4.1 Consider booking for temporary events within 
park compatible with park carrying capacity and 
that will not unreasonable impact (and potential 
compliment) on general community use 

Med  As above As above 

   Potential impacts of events on general park 
use 

8.4.2 Uses should be consistent with relevant Council 
and Crown Policy regarding function use and 
bookings.  In particular licensed uses should be 
related to general community and recreational 
activities of demonstrable community benefit. 

Refer POM section 3.2.7 for further information 

High  As above As above 

    8.4.3 Size of events and booked area to be limited to 
maintain community access to and use of park 
during temporary events 

High  As above As above 

 

 
  


