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HARBOUR VILLAGE NORTH – KEY STREETS STUDY

SPACE SHARED BY PEDESTRIANS & CYCLISTS

NEW TREE & GARDEN 
PLANTING

NEW SEATING

KENT STREET ‘POCKET’

AFTER

UPGRADE  
SEATING

POTENTIAL FOR LIGHTING AND/OR 
ARTWORK TO PYLONS

NEW PAVING

NEW TREES AND PLANTING

PLAY SPACE FOR CHILDREN

BEFORE Underpass: Middle ‘Pocket’

BEFORE Underpass: Kent Street ‘Pocket’

UNDERPASS: MIDDLE ‘POCKET’

AFTER

Proposals

 ▪ Improve amenity with new landscape 
planting and seating.

 ▪ Create a shared pedestrian/cycle area 
to improve access to open spaces.

 ▪ Review lighting and investigate 
public art opportunities. 

 ▪ Provide play space for children to 
take advantage of the large space 
available in the ‘middle pocket’.

Illustrative montages: Kent Street underpass concept proposal (Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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Priority Projects: 
Kent Street underpass 

HARBOUR VILLAGE NORTH – KEY STREETS STUDY

UNDERPASS: KENT STREET ENTRY

AFTER

IMPROVE APPEARANCE OF ENTRY WALL 
– OPPORTUNITY FOR ARTWORK 

NEW SEATING

UPGRADE SEATING

NEW PAVING

CLIMBER TO WALLS

NEW PLANTING

NEW SEATING

NEW TREE PLANTING 

BEFORE Underpass: Kent Street Entry 

BEFORE Underpass: York Street ‘Pocket’

UNDERPASS: YORK STREET ‘POCKET’

AFTER

Proposals

 ▪ ‘Green’ underpass spaces and 
introduce feature trees visible from 
above the underpass, to assist with 
wayfi nding.

 ▪ Upgrade paving, seating and fi nishes.

 ▪ Provide treatments (eg. artwork) to 
entry walls to improve the visibility of 
underpass entries.

Illustrative montages: Kent Street underpass concept proposal (Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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BEFORE Underpass: York Street Entry

HARBOUR VILLAGE NORTH – KEY STREETS STUDY

NEW TREE PLANTING  
TO ‘POCKET’ PARK
IMPROVES WAYFINDING

MARKERS TO DELINEATE  
SHARED ZONE

SHARED ZONE

NEW PAVING YORK STREET ENTRY

AFTER
YORK STREET ENTRY

AFTER

Proposals

 ▪ Collaborate with RMS to provide a 
shared zone across the Kent Street 
slip-lane, improving pedestrian and 
cycle access to the underpass.

Illustrative montages: Kent Street underpass concept proposal (Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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PROPOSED PUBLIC DOMAIN IMPROVEMENTS 

AT ARGYLE STREET

EXISTING

SPACE FOR PEDESTRIANS & CYCLISTS: 
Footpaths, shared zones and new park

PROPOSED 80% GAIN

to Headland Park

existing bus layover retained

Potential location of new bus layover  
to replace existing layover at  
Argyle Street turning circle.

Refer to overall Millers Point 
recommendations plan for an alternative 

bus layover location on Hickson Road. 

bus stop 
retained

bus stop 
retained

bus stop 
retained

potential new 
bus stop

Currently 

A quiet neighbourhood centre with 
local shops. The streetscape includes 
elements of heritage signifi cance. 
A signifi cant increase in pedestrian 
traffi  c is likely as Argyle Street and 
Munn Reserve will form a main 
pedestrian access point to Headland 
Park.

Priority Projects:
Argyle Street to Munn 
Reserve    
 

2

1

3

4

5

Issues

Access through Munn Reserve to 
the future Headland Park entry is 
indirect. Levels, landscape design, 
lighting and signage need to be 
rationalised.

Very wide roads and 
disproportionately large areas of 
bitumen detract from the public 
domain. 

Lack of a direct, legible pedestrian 
path along Argyle Street south due 
to the bus layover area.

Existing road geometry results in 
sharp corner turns, in some cases 
causing damage to the awnings of 
existing heritage buildings.

Some shops have closed or are 
used for alternative (eg offi  ce) uses. 
Limited opportunities for outdoor 
dining due to footpath widths.

Argyle Street - Village Centre and access to new Headland Park

Plan - Argyle Street concept proposal
(Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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ARGYLE STREET

AFTER

RETAIN EXISTING BUS STOP

SHARED ZONE

RETAIN EXISTING KERB

NEW TREE PLANTING

NEW PAVING

POTENTIAL EXPANSION OF 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES

EXTEND EXISTING FOOTPATH

« WATSON ROAD (TO OBSERVATORY HILL)

NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 
FOUR TRAFFIC LANES RETAINED

NEW TREE PLANTING

ARGYLE PLACE PARK

VIEWS RETAINED TO 
BRIDGE AND CHURCH

HERITAGE VISTA IS RETAINED

EXTEND EXISTING FOOTPATH

BEFORE Argyle Street

BEFORE Lower Fort Street

LOWER FORT STREET 

AFTER

Proposals

 ▪ In consultation with Transport NSW, 
reclaim bus layover area and provide 
an extended pedestrian path along 
Argyle Street south. Retain bus stop 
but relocate layover areas (subject 
to bus operational needs - refer to 
Key Street Study (Appendix A) for 
detailed options).

 ▪ Introduce a shared zone at the 
intersection of Watson Road and 
Argyle Street

 ▪ Introduce new street trees where 
possible without detracting from 
signifi cant views.

 ▪ Extent footpath and introduce a 
pedestrian crossing (in consultation 
with RMS) to improve the pedestrian 
route along the north side of Argyle 

Illustrative montages: Argyle Street concept proposal (Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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Priority Projects:
Argyle Street to Munn 
Reserve    
 

MUNN RESERVE ENTRY

AFTER

HIGH STREET SHARED ZONE

MUNN RESERVE  
AND ENTRY TO  
HEADLAND PARK

POTENTIAL NEW BUS STOP

POTENTIAL EXTENSION TO
OUTDOOR DINING SPACE

NEW TREE PLANTING

RETAIN EXISTING PARKING 

HERITAGE VISTA RETAINED  
TO PALISADE HOTEL

EXTEND EXISTING FOOTPATH

BEFORE Munn Reserve Entry

Proposals

 ▪ Improve road geometry and widen 
footpaths in front of Argyle Street 
shops to limit traffi  c speeds and 
increase pedestrian safety and 
amenity. 

 ▪ Allow for future bus stops to service 
the Headland Park.

 ▪ Introduce a shared zone at the 
intersection of High and Argyle 
Streets.

Illustrative montages: Argyle Street concept proposal 
(Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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Currently 

Very wide streets characterised by 
large areas of bitumen. A lack of street 
trees and limited footpaths result in 
low pedestrian amenity. Currently 
vehicle dominated, these streets will 
form the primary northern access 
to Headland Park, completing the 
forshore walk between Walsh Bay and 
Barangaroo 

2

1

4

3

Issues

Low pedestrian amenity due to lack 
of street tree canopy, and narrow/no 
footpath (western edge of Dalgetty 
Road).

Lack of streetscape continuity from 
Walsh Bay (Hickson Road) to the 
Headland Park entry along Towns 
Place.

Safety issues for pedestrians and 
cyclists due to low visibility, high 
vehicle speeds, and the steep 
gradient of hte street - with no safe 
crossing opportunities.

Moores Wharf site presents barriers 
to the public foreshore access.

Priority Projects:
Dalgety Road and 
Towns Place    
 

Existing view along Towns Place and Dalgetty Road from entry to Barangaroo

Existing view west along Towns Place, looking towards Moores 
Wharf and Barangaroo

Existing view south up Dalgetty Road - retaining walls and no 
footpath
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Plan and Section - Dalgety Road and Towns Place concept proposal
(Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)

Priority Projects:
Dalgety Road and 
Towns Place    
 
Proposals

 ▪ Provide a new pedestrian footpath 
along the western side of Dalgety 
Road,  together with a separated 
bi-directional cycleway, reducing the 
road carriageway to one lane of travel 
each way.

 ▪ Allow for future bus stops servicing 
the Headland Park entries. 

 ▪ Provide a separated bi-directional 
cycleway along the northern side 
of Towns Place, connecting to the 
future foreshore cycleway and path 
around Headland Park.
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existing footpath

proposed footpath

proposed cycleway

road 

on street parkingPROPOSED SECTION AT 

DALGETY ROAD

PLAN UPDATED TO ADD COLOUR 
AND ANNOTATIONS

PROPOSED PUBLIC DOMAIN IMPROVEMENTS AT DALGETY ROAD AND TOWNS PLACE

Headland Park

potential new 
bus stop

entry to 
Headland Park 

carpark

potential new 
bus stop

pedestrian 
crossing

EXISTING

SPACE FOR PEDESTRIANS & CYCLISTS: 
Footpaths, shared zones and new park

PROPOSED 229% GAIN
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DALGETY ROAD

AFTER

HARBOUR VILLAGE NORTH – KEY STREETS STUDY

POTENTIAL NEW BUS STOP 
AT HEADLAND PARK

NEW STONE KERB  
& GUTTER

SEPERATED CYCLEWAY

EXISTING KERB 
RETAINED

NEW TREE PLANTING

EXTEND EXISTING FOOTPATH

BEFORE Dalgety Road

Proposals

 ▪ Retain existing signifi cant heritage 
fabric such as stone kerbs.

 ▪ Introduce lighting and street tree 
planting to improve amenity for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Illustrative montage: Dalgety Road concept proposal 
(Spackman Mossop Michaels ‘Key Streets Study’, see Appendix A)
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• Short term cycle ramp safety improvements (realignment / signage)

• Fitness/ Event Management

• Cycle transit discussions

• Improve curtilage to rotunda

• provide path access to rotunda

• extend palisade fence to Lower Fort Street frontage

Priority Projects:
Observatory Hill short- 
term improvements

Aerial Site Images (Source: CoS)

Currently 

A historic park attracting active 
and passive visitors, but limited 
in connectivity with surrounding 
area due to topography and the 
Bradfi eld Highway. Educational and 
cultural buildings are separated from 
parkland. 

2

1

3

4

Issues

Confl icts between vehicles, 
pedestrians and high volumes of 
cyclists along western park edge, 
compromising pedestrian and cycle 
safety.

Wear & tear due to fi tness uses & 
pedestrians treading paths across 
lawn.

Damage to lawn around the rotunda 
from large groups and gatherings.

At times park space is dominated by 
fi tness training and wedding groups, 
making it less useable for local 
residents.

Plan - Short term masterplan overview
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’, see Appendix B)
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1. Sydney Observatory 
2. Fort Street Public School
3. Meteorology Building
4. Messengers Cottage
5. Environmental Education 
    Centre
6. National Trust

Existing Building

Lighting

Seating

Steel Bollard

Bike Rack

Wall

Bin

Tree

Palm Tree

Indicative Fencelines 

Existing property 
boundaries  

Legend

Existing Pedestrian Path

Existing Asphalt Road

Gravel Pavement

Softfall

Lawn

Garden Bed

Proposed Pedestrian Path

Proposed Asphalt Road
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35

37.5

40

1:121:12

Short-term works area (shown in red)
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’, see Appendix B)

Detail plan - short term masterplan proposed works
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’, see Appendix B)
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Short Term Detail Plan (Source: 
TDEP)

Proposals

 ▪ Improve curtilage to rotunda.

 ▪ Provide path access from Watson 
Road to the rotunda.

 ▪ Extend the palisade fence along the 
Upper Fort Street frontage.

 ▪ Realign the cycle ramp exiting from 
the Harbour Bridge, and provide 
improved line markings and signage 
to deliniate shared and on road areas.

 ▪ Develop management strategies 
for fi tness and wedding use of the 
park to mitigate usage impacts and 
balance use by local residents.
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Priority Projects:
Dedicated cycle path off  
Harbour Bridge
Currently 

Harbour Bridge cyclists enter/exit 
Observatory Hill Park in the north-east 
corner and share Upper Fort Street 
with vehicles and pedestrians. Limited 
visibility and pinch-points create 
dangerous conditions at the entry 
point to Upper Fort Street, as well as in 
front of Fort Street School and at the 
bridge over the Cahill Expressway. 

Elevated cycle path 
in north (linking to 
Harbour Bridge)

Elevated cycle 
path in south 
(linking to CBD)

Plan: Separated cycleway 
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’ see Appendix B)

Section: Separated cycleway 
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’ see Appendix B)

2

1

3

4

Issues

Confl icts between vehicles, 
pedestrians and high volumes of 
cyclists along western park edge, 
compromising pedestrian and cycle 
safety.

Pinch points in the existing road 
occur in front of the school, creating 
safety issues for school children, 
staff  and cyclists. 

The narrow, angled bridge creates 
a blind spot along a shared bike/
pedestrian path, causing safety 
issues.

Noise and traffi  c along the Bradfi eld 
Highway impacts on the quality of 
Park and school outdoor areas.

RTA MaintenanceOffice

AA FiP
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Existing

Proposed

Illustrative montage  
(source: TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’, see Appendix B)

BEFORE Bradfi eld Highway park edge

AFTER Bradfi eld Highway park edge (showing separated cycleway)

Proposals

 ▪ Improve curtilage to rotunda.

 ▪ Provide path access from Watson 
Road to the rotunda.

 ▪ Extend the palisade fence along the 
Upper Fort Street frontage.

 ▪ Realign the cycle ramp exiting from 
the Harbour Bridge, and provide 
improved line markings and signage 
to deliniate shared and on road areas.

 ▪ Develop management strategies 
for fi tness and wedding use of the 
park to mitigate usage impacts and 
balance use by local residents.
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Priority Projects:
New park toilets - 
Observatory Hill east
Currently 

Toilet facilities are not available in the 
Park. Park users currently access the 
Sydney Observatory facilities during 
opening hours. 

Existing

Masterplan Toilets detail Plan

Cumberland 

Street Tunnel

Site Images source: TDEP

(Source: TDEP)

1

2

Issues

Lack of toilet facilities limits the 
usage of the park by families and 
children, and can limit the length of 
stay in the park. 

A new structure for toilet facilities 
needs to be sensitively designed 
and located within the heritage 
constraints of the park, and be 
located for minimal visual impact 
and intrusion into the park.

Precedent images: Toilet structure concept 
(TDEP ‘Observatory Hill Masterplan’ see Appendix B)

Proposals

 ▪ Locate new park toilets in north-
east park corner to minimise visual 
impact.

 ▪ Develop design to integrate with 
park and heritage setting. 


