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Student Dialogue 
Forum on 
Climate Change 

Tuesday 31 March 2020 

Sydney Town Hall 

Presented by C40 Cities and City of Sydney 

ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 
 

Introduction 
The Student Dialogue Forum on Climate Change will be held on Tuesday 31 March 2020 
as part of the Sydney Climate Summit, presented by the City of Sydney and C40 Cities.  

This document explains the engagement framework that underpins the event. It outlines the 
objectives and outcomes of the forum and documents how the event relates to the school 
curriculum and importance of hearing the perspectives of children and young people as we 
plan for the future.  

Objectives 
– Find out what matters to young people when it comes to local action on climate 

change. 
– Show young people that their views on climate change and climate action are 

valued and that the City of Sydney and other local councils are listening. 
– Provide an opportunity for young people to engage with decision-makers, including 

the Lord Mayor of Sydney and other Mayors on addressing climate change. 
– Provide an opportunity for students to work with students from other schools in 

Sydney, NSW and Australia. 
– Build civic engagement in young people. 
– Recognise the important role of schools in building communities. 
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Outcomes 
 Direct dialogue between local council leaders and students on climate action. 
 A message from young people to present to the Mayors for Climate Event on 

Wednesday 1 April 2020. 
 Video and written summary of the views and ideas discussed to share at Sydney 

Climate Summit events and online with the local communities of participating 
students.   

Draft Program  
9:30am: Arrive and register for themes 

10am – 10:15am: Introduction icebreaker 

10:15am – 10:45am: Our vision for the future 

11am – 11:40am: Workshop local actions on five themes – what are some actions that are 
already happening; what new approaches could we try? 

12noon – 1pm: Dialogue with the Lord Mayor and council leaders where students share 
their ideas and concerns 

1:20pm – 2pm: Develop a message for Mayors including ideas for local action on climate 
change 

2pm: Close 

There will be two short breaks and catering will be provided.  

Current data and information will be available for students to refer to. Experts across the 
five themes will be available to answer questions. 

Themes 
Living more sustainably: What are day to day actions we can do ourselves and as a 
community to reduce how daily life impacts on the environment? 

A green economy and new technology: How can we reshape our local economies to be 
more sustainable, adopt new technology and use less or use resources that are 
renewable?  

Looking after the natural environment: How can we make sure all living things have a place 
on our planet?  

Community resilience and recovery: How do we work together as a community to prepare 
for and recover from natural disasters and the impacts of climate change? 

Making sure the voices of young people are heard: How can we make sure the voices of 
young people continue to be listened to when decisions that affect the future are made?  
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Methodology 
The Student Dialogue Forum is embedded in a framework that aligns with the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, NSW School Curriculum and the role of 
schools as pivotal nodes of local community connection. It is based on the premise that 
when we make decisions that impact on the future, we should consider those with the 
greatest stake in the future: children and young people.  

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child enshrines 54 central rights that 
all children should have around the world. Of direct importance to the City of Sydney’s 
engagement with children and young people including the Sydney Climate Summit is Article 
12: Children have the right to say what they think should happen when adults are making 
decisions that affect them and to have their opinions taken into account.  

Our consultation with schools allows us to uphold this right by giving a diverse range of 
children and young people multiple ways of expressing their opinions about the future and 
having those opinions taken into account alongside those of adults.  

This consultation approach also responds to the City of Sydney’s Social Sustainability 
Policy and Action Plan 2018-2028 that states: Engaging young people in decision-making 
and intergenerational equity focuses on the rights of future generations to inherit the same 
diversity in natural, cultural, health and economic resources enjoyed by previous 
generations.  

To ensure our engagement with students supports the learning outcomes of schools, 
activities are planned with reference to the NSW curriculum, with links to Geography, 
Mathematics, English, and Economics. They align with the philosophy of Civics and 
Citizenship that underpins all of the Australian National Curriculum and allows young 
people the opportunity to actively participate in Australia’s diverse and inclusive society.  

Links to the National Curriculum  
The resources utilised by our community engagement specialists when working with 
students, directly link to the National Curriculum and Syllabus set by Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) and The NSW Education Standards 
Authority (NESA). 
  
Civics and citizenship education builds students’ knowledge and understanding of the ways 
in which citizens can actively participate in Australia’s diverse and inclusive society. 
Students are encouraged to develop skills such as participating in discussions, working 
cooperatively with others, negotiating issues and developing the ability to make decisions. 
These are the skills that will allow students to effectively participate in society and become 
responsible, informed and active citizens. (NSW Department of Education, Learning across 
the curriculum).  
 
Opportunities to apply knowledge from several key learning areas are presented through 
the forum. Students will apply skills to real life scenarios. Outlined below are extracts from 
the syllabus rationale and examples of how they directly apply to the forum.  
 
Geography  
 
The study of Geography enables students to become active, responsible and informed 
citizens able to evaluate the opinions of others and express their own ideas and arguments. 
This forms a basis for active participation in community life, a commitment to sustainability, 
the creation of a just society, and the promotion of intercultural understanding and lifelong 
learning. The skills and capabilities developed through geographical study can be applied to 
further education, work and everyday life... (Geography K-10 Syllabus, Rationale 2012)  
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The forum provides a real-life experience of decision-making for communities and will 
explore how we organise as communities and respond to challenges as a society.  
 
Science 

Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important 
science concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of 
science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. The 
curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and skills 
to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to participate, if they 
so wish, in science-related careers. (Science K–10 Syllabus, Rationale 2012) 

The forum will explore the current science-led conversation on climate, how it is changing, 
impacts and solutions. It will be informed by scientific knowledge and allow discussion 
around technology and the environment.  
 
Mathematics  
 
The Mathematics curriculum makes clear the links between the various components of 
mathematics, as well as the relationship between mathematics and other disciplines. 
Students learn to apply their mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding in a broad 
range of contexts beyond the mathematics classroom. (Mathematics K–10 Syllabus, 
Rationale 2012)  
 
Students will have access to data and modelling to explore in their discussions.  
 
English  
 
Through responding to and composing texts from Kindergarten to Year 10, students learn 
about the power, value and art of the English language for communication, knowledge and 
enjoyment. They engage with and explore texts that include widely acknowledged quality 
literature of past and contemporary societies and engage with the literature and literary 
heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. By composing and responding 
with imagination, feeling, logic and conviction, students develop understanding of 
themselves and of human experience and culture. They develop clear and precise skills in 
speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing and representing, and knowledge and 
understanding of language forms and features and structures of texts. (English K-10 
Syllabus, Rationale 2012) 
 
Students will participate in dialogue with each other, experts and decision-makers: asking 
questions, listening to different points of view and crafting responses. The forum will 
support students to develop a joint statement summarising their deliberations on the topic 
as well as other forms of communication that captures the views of those participating. 
 
Economics  
 
Economic decisions have a crucial influence on the quality of life experienced by people 
throughout the world. The study of economics can help individuals, groups and societies 
make choices that assist them to improve their quality of life. (Economics Stage 6 Syllabus, 
Rationale 2009)  
 
For senior students, the forum will provide an exploration of how economic decisions made 
now will affect our society in the future. The Green Economy theme will look at how climate 
change is affecting the economy now and will shape the economy of the future.  
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Some of the feedback from the Sydney 2050 Youth Summit held in 2019 by the City of Sydney. 
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