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A Sydney Christmas is
like no other, with sun-
drenched summer days,
balmy nights, uniquely
Australian activities and
tradition with a twist.

For all the dates and details, visit
sydneychristmas.com.au
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a community street market, the City of
Sydney’s Chinese New Year Festival
has grown to become one of the largest
celebrations of the Lunar New Year

Sydney celebrates New Year’s Eve
in grand style with one of the largest,
most technologically advanced
fireworks displays in the world.

The celebration attracts more than one
million spectators along the Sydney

harbour foreshore, with over one billion
people tuning in from across the globe.

Our stunning Sydney Harbour, famous
Sydney Harbour Bridge and glorious
Sydney Opera House will take centre
stage for two spectacular firework
displays: the family fireworks at 9pm,

@

This year’s highlights are:
6pm

Pre-show entertainment
8.38pm

Welcome to Country ceremony
9pm

Family fireworks display

9.15pm

Harbour of Light Parade
Midnight

Spectacular 2017 Sydney

New Year’s Eve fireworks display

Getting in and out of the CBD is

different on New Year’s Eve. There will
be road closures, on-street fencing and
diversions to help people get around
safely and move crowds to transport.
Visit sydneynewyearseve.com for all the
information you need to plan your night.
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Without dramatic and rapid cuts to
emissions, the WMO warns we should plan
for temperature increases by the end of this
century that are “well above” those the Paris
agreement tried to avoid, and sea levels

10 to 20 metres higher than at present.

This is a global challenge and everyone
must act, especially as Australia is

one of the world’s main contributors to
greenhouse gas emissions, and when
China, India and other nations are fast
tracking their switch to renewables, it
makes our Federal Government’s inaction
all the more depressing.

Following years of inaction, the recent
decision to dump the clean energy target
and their enthusiastic support for the Adani
Carmichael mine in Queensland — their
record is damning and likely destructive.

Not only is the Federal Government falling
behind the rest of the world but also their
own cities and states. The ACT Government
will achieve zero emissions by 2020, South
Australia has one of the highest proportions
of renewable energy in the world, Victoria
has legislated for a renewable energy target
of 40 per cent by 2020, Queensland 50 per
cent by 2030, and NSW has even set a zero
emissions target for 2050.

The 40th anniversary of the Sydney
Gay and Leshian Mardi Gras is a

major milestone. -

From the first march in 1978, Mardi Gras

has become one of the world’s great LGBTIQ festivals, and it
highlights the community’s long journey for social justice.

In celebrating the achievements, we must also acknowledge
the remaining barriers to equality, with a ‘YES’ to marriage

the next big hurdle.

We are proud of the City’s long history of support for the
LGBTIQ community and the great welcome Sydney gives

to visitors from around the world.

For more information, visit the Sydney Gay and Lesbian

Mardi Gras website: mardigras.org.au

Time running out for climate action

The World Meteorological Organisation reports carbon pollution has surged to its highest level in 800,000 years and such
abrupt changes in our climate have never been seen before.

At the City, we’ve taken our own action
and our work shows ambitious targets are
compatible with strong economic growth.

In 2007-2008, we committed to reduce
the greenhouse gas emissions of our own
organisation and the area by 70 per cent,
on 2006 levels, by 2030 — and following
Paris we committed to net zero emissions
by 2050.

The City’s operations have been carbon
neutral since 2007 and we’ve already
reduced emissions by 25 per cent

That’s why responsible governments
should stop supporting projects like
Adani and WestConnex — they are the
very opposite of what’s needed to
safeguard the future of our children
and grandchildren.

We need governments that make
decisions aided by facts and consultation,
not ideology and vested interests.

Now more than ever we must all work

to demand real and meaningful

climate action. We don’t have time for

meeting our 2016 target. Across the anything less.

area, greenhouse emissions have been

reduced by 17 per cent at a time of strong

economic growth. @% 7 .

A few weeks ago, we held an inspiring /-

and timely CityTalk with former United

Nations Climate Chief, and now head of the Lord Mayor of Sydney
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and O ®© @CloverMoore

Energy, Christiana Figueres.

She called on the Australian Government
to step up, saying the next three years are
crucial, and reminding us the “investments
made in infrastructure now will be in our

emissions portfolio in 2050.”

Ei@clovermooresydney

To keep up to date with all Sydney events, sign up to our What’s On newsletter at whatson.sydney
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Sydney nightlife
Young Sydneysiders can

MORE ACTION TO
SYDNEY’S NIG

In October, Council released a discussion paper
that outlines a suite of bold steps to revitalise
Sydney’s night life. Although this work hegan
before the impact of the NSW Government’s
lockout laws, it is even more important now. X
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People have told us they don’t want to live in or visit 2
city that is unsafe, or one that shuts down when the
sun goes down — they want a diverse and exciting
night-time economy, with cultural events and activities

for all ages and interests.

Some of the proposals being considered include:

« Encouraging more small-scale cultural events

and activities across the city
« Making it easier for small busine

« Developing fairer methods of managing
entertainment noise.

sses to trade later
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Let us know what you think
(before 13 December, 2017).

VISIT:
svdnewoursav.com.au/openandcreative

We have so many young creative people
with great ideas and imagination in our
city and we want to make it easier to
put their ideas into practice@nd enrich

our city-*
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see the best theatre, music and

dance performances in town for as little as $5, thanks to
a new digital platform backed by the City of Sydney.

Conceived through the City’s Creative Gity cultural policy,
Playwave is a free arts app designed t0 give teenagers aged

15-19 discounted access to our best arts and culture.

Many of Sydney’s major arts organisations
are already on board, including Sydney
Festival, Australian Museum, Bangarra
Dance Theatre, Belvoir, Carriageworks and

Sydney Opera House.

Making the arts accessible to our next
generation of audiences is vital to a

creative and sustainable Sydney. With youth
arts organisation Shopfront, this project will
help build a new generation of audiences

for our creative Sector.
Find out more at playwave.com.au



