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ROCK ‘N’ ROLL WALK OF FAME ‘N’ SHAME
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THE HAUNT OF HIPPIES
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As we walk up past clubs like the Q Bar, across
the road on the south side, on the corner of
Oxford and Riley St, sits the music store called
Hum. It was above that store that some of
Australia’s most imaginative musiciang used to
gather and play. The venue was Adam’s Apple, a
so-called disco that became the haunt of hippies,
hipsters, jazz crossovers and folk leftovers.

More about that Darticular scene later when
we get to Whitty’s Wine bap, Although there’s
nothing left of the Adam’s Apple venue, one of

the key bands to listen to from the era was Tully:

a progressive and psychedelic Sathering of
musicians featuring Michael Carlos, who went
on to become one of Australia’s great musical
directors and arrangers.
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Q WELCOME TO
(MRS) WHITTY’S...

At 207 Oxford St is the well-known Bookshop
Darlinghurst. In the sixties and seventies
number 207 was (Mrs) Whitty’s wine bar,
the real heart of this musical scene featuring
bands such as the Starving Wild Dogs and
the Original Batterseas Heroes. Terry
Darmody talks about the scene at Whitty’s
on our podcast.

But in the ]

ate sixti
legal about, 1 i)

~rALS SHARE THE
h 10) l‘slll(Nl{lAgs()lsz\lll UNICORN
o - ite Victoria

; ' - N . : -on of the walk is OPPOS Jimb up
0 NOTHING ST/ e Secmo;lt?me beginning of a gentle ¢ o

THE SAMLE.., ther urb of the

ghurst streteh of oxford St.

e i f the area’s

] pemains one 0 S

op ang:;;a;’nd pack in the sevexg;;es%ul 5 _—

populars called The Unicorn, & 190 Zl)ic flouse.
S | e dal fashioned P&O style pu
T | . o the 1gunching pad for one
ing and most pqpular

N P! Anytrllna;’lgs their
inger and guitarist Martin Pla,zsant s
Eglllgeotive memory on our podcast.




ROCK ‘N’ ROLL WALK OF FAME ‘N’ SHAME
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And across the road is Oxford Street’s King, or
Queen, or at least, long-reigning monarch of venues:
the Paddington Town Hall. over walls and down the banisters.

This was the venue for the April 3, 1977 double Nobody who was there can forget their rendition of
bill with Radio Birdman and The Saints as well ag Kraftwerk’s “Ra,dioactivity”, or lead singer

Radio Birdman’s fina] Australian show on December Rob Younger Jumping into the crowd to punch out

1R before heading to the UK. It was to be their last a heckler who’d been Spitting at him. It was the lagt,
before their mid 90g reunion tour. The April show hurrah from perhaps the country’s greatest live
saw both bands’ sets tear the house down; with band of thag, period.

Birdman’s appearance in their “uniforms”; and the

banner bearing their symbol as a huge backdrop - During the sixties the Town Hall was also a venue
causing some unknowing observers to accuse them  for UBU, filmakers and bloneers of the psychedelic
of Nazi leanings. lightshow in Australis, alongside their

Rob Younger of Radio Birdman downplays any talk ~ COTtemporary, Ellis D. Fogg.

he Saints and Birdman even
though Deniz Tek of Birdman and Chrig Bailey of
The Saints did not get along well. Listen to our : g : .
bodcast for his revealing chat about, these times. ;Vr?zg :’:gzéﬁ;gggégﬂgrzﬁe?nﬁliegg dDCagﬁl?gfen’
The December farewell show of Radio Birdman Sydney from Brisbane, became the de facto
was a pretty strange affair. The crowd was prob- bromoter and organiser of these RAT parties which
ably three times the size of any other gig they had were the forerunners of the dance parties and
Played with the majority of the audience seeingthe  raves of the 1990s. The crowd were a mix of old and
band for the first time. The crowd was in a, frenzied  young, gay and straight, rocker and disco queen -
state: there wag damage caused to the building and a time when cultures melded and gave birth to a
cars outside after the show and blood splattered more tolerant inner Ccity community

During the eighties there were the RAT parties.
The core of the self-styled Recreationa]l Arts Team
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