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: g% | REVISIT THE VENUES NEAR CENTRAL STATION AND SURRY HILLS THAT ADDED SO MUCH
2 E  COLOUR (OR SHADES OF BLACK AT LEAST) AND NEW MUSIC N THE 70, "30S AND
> BEYOND; THEN DRIET DOWN REMAINING-MEMORY LANE TO KINGS CROSS AND TRACK THE
HISTORY AND LOCALE OF THE CLUBS ONCE RENOWNED FOR THEIR LATE NIGHT REVELRY,
ROCK'N'ROLL NOTORIETY AND EVEN OCCASIONAL INTERNATIONAL GLAMOUR,

“REMEMBER THE FAME °*CAUSE THE SHAME
LAS’I‘S FOREVER!”
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Trekking up Foveaux St past the perennial all-
styles-welcome Excelsior Hotel, one can take in
the memories of the Trade Union Club. Along with
the also no-longer-remaining Graphic Arts Club
near Central in Chippendale, the Trade Union
Club featured mostly the cream, occasionally just
the froth, of the Australian independent music
scene: The Laughing Clowns, The Go Betweens,
Nick Cave, Died Pretty et al. From overseas
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there were dozen of legendary performances
throughout the ‘80s by peaking artists such as
The Dead Kennedys, the Violent Femmes and
John Cale.

Both the Graphic Arts Club and the Trade Union
Club were part of this music-led social trend that
helped revive ailing trade union and artisan
clubs and introduce new cash flows and some odd
looking new clientele into their vast club rooms.
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14 @" Folk Attick, later the Folk Terrace,
ot early °60s pipedreams of peace and p
Paul and Mary lookalikes, but b
folk performers nonetheless: Tr

Walking northeast down Darlinghurst Rd, in the

daytime we Suggest, you pass McDonald’s which wag
once breakfast venue Sweethearts to Cold Chisel and

innocent in its
olitics and Peter
illing very good local

evor Lucas (Fairport
' oy Convention), Jan de Zwaan and Bob Hudson for
instance.
sl Beyond the El Alamein fountain, as Macleay St starts,
v, o

was the Rex Hotel. If you dared to enter and still come
out with lungs, liver or face unbruised, then you may

also have heard the truly great Max Merritt and the
-+ Meteors.

A walk westwards down Orwell St off Macleay to the

deco majesty of the Metro Theatre is essential. Next,
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promoting hig solo career.

door is its architectural buddy building with a semi-
circular roof adornment, which was most famously the
Roosevelt Club from WW11 and for many years after.
A “classy joint” based on a sophisticated imitation of
Hollywood glamour nightclubs, the Roosevelt, started
as an officers’ club. It featured Sydney society at its
finest, mixed with sly grog, stylish dance floors and
music ensembles featuring budding band leaders
and impeccable instrumentalists such as the great
Les Welch, one of Australia’s true recording and
performance legends.

The Metro Theatre itself,

» once the Minerva,
Sometimes a movie house for MGM, sometimes a

live theatre (Olivier and Vivien Leigh onstage),
became most famous for its 1969 season of “Hair”,
the musical that proved to the adult world that the
youth of the day could sing and dance as well ag Jjust




ROGK N ROLUWALKOE FANE N SHANE P
®




ROGK N ROLUWALKOE FANE N SHANE
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produced by Hugh Liney and Ashley Russell for GTI Media.
Written and presented by Hugh L .

Research and Walking TOur Frank Cotterell and Tan Hartley with |
special thanks to Ppeter CoX of the Powerhouse Museum .

Design by Brian Crouch, Millmaine Entertamment.

original Poster Artwork excerpted from Plastered:
Australian Popular Music by Murray Walding with Nick Vukovic.

Podcast and audio by Michael Thompson

Thanks to Dr Rock, Mojo Records, Peter SImpson, Brad shepherd, Terry |
Darmody, Bruce Griffiths, Chris Ruhle and Peter Bowden. i
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