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Question  
I live in a quiet street in an old terrace house which is probably 
the only one ever built on the site. There is nothing famous or 
special about it. Am I right to think that all I will find are dates and 
names of occupiers?  

Answer  
If that’s all you want, this should be straightforward. But scratch 
around and you might find out a whole lot more. 
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Early land history 
During early settlement the protestant Church of England and Ireland was considered the 
established church of NSW. Governor Arthur Phillip’s instructions were to allocate land in each 
township for the use of an Anglican clergyman and a schoolmaster. Such land is known in 
ecclesiastical law as glebe land. One thousand acres were reserved in Sydney with 400 of these in 
the area that became known as The Glebe, today called Glebe.  

The area around Hegarty Street was within a precinct known as The Ponds, and its natural water 
supply would have made it attractive for horticulture. Some of this land was acquired by Michael 
Hegarty at some time prior to 1878, when he granted a portion of it to his son-in-law John Melville.1 
Hegarty was variously described as a dairyman, gardener or quarryman, while advertisements in 
newspapers indicated the Hegartys were also involved in the trading of land. Hegarty was a 
shareholder in the St Joseph’s Investment and Building Society and in 1872 he stood for election 
to its board.2 This organisation would later figure in the story of the ownership of 5 Hegarty Street. 

Figure 1. Advertisement for building sites in Glebe by 
Michael Hegarty, 1876 
By the mid-1870s Michael Hegarty was subdividing and selling his land in Glebe. 

 
Source: ‘Advertising’, Sydney Morning Herald, 29 February 1876. 

  

 
1 NSW Land Registry Services (NSW LRS), Old System (OS) Book 180 No 375 (Deed of Gift, Hegarty to Melville, 23 
May 1878). The grant did not mention that Melville was Hegarty’s son-in-law. That became clear from his death notices: 
‘Family Notices’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 August 1887, p. 14, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13652971. 
2 ‘St Joseph’s Investment and Building Society’, Freemans Journal, 2 November 1872, p. 10, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article128805561. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13371723
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13652971
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article128805561
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article128805561
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Subdividing the land 
in the 1880s 
When Hegarty gave some of his land to John Melville in 1878, the area was still dotted with grand 
houses. Hegarty Street had been surveyed and there was a single structure on the L-shaped 
parcel of land that Melville obtained.3 Melville may have lived in this structure, and it may have 
included the grocery store that he later ran from 25 Hegarty Street. 

Figure 2. Sketch of the land gifted to John Melville by 
Michael Hegarty, 1878 
This sketch of the land gifted to John Melville by Michael Hegarty is on the ‘Deed of Gift’, dated 
23 May 1878, which transferred the land and all buildings, waterways, lanes etc on it. 

 
Source: NSW Land Registry Services (LRS), Old System (OS) Book 180 No 375. 
Viewed at https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au 

  

 
3 Sketch included in Deed of Gift, Hegarty To Melville, NSW LRS, OS Book 180 No 375 (23 May 1878). 

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
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In the early years after obtaining the land, Melville was interested in building workers cottages, and 
he turned his attention to quarrying and levelling in order to make it ready for subdivision into small 
blocks. By 1882 Melville had mortgaged the land to the St Joseph’s Investment and Building 
Society, probably to access money to build a run of houses on Hegarty Street. During the 
economic boom years of the 1880s, building societies played a new and important role in financing 
domestic building.4 

Figure 3. John Melville’s mortgage with St Joseph’s Investment 
and Building Society, 1882 

 
Source: NSW LRS, OS Book 259 No 850. Viewed at https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au 

  

 
4 Indenture between John Melville and St Joseph’s Building Society, NSW LRS, OS Book 237 No 638. A further 
mortgage was taken out on 30 November 1882, see NSW LRS, OS Book 259 No 850. 

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
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The first houses 
The first houses, including 5 Hegarty Street, were possibly built around 1882 as Hegarty Street first 
appeared in the Sands Directory of 1883. The occupations of people living in the street listed in the 
directories in 1883 and 1884 tell the story of what was happening there (see Figure 4 below). 

Melville and his brother-in-law John Hegarty lived there and were both described as quarrymen. 
There were also two stonemasons and a builder. 

The first occupant of number 5 when it was listed in 1884 was John Lawrence, and he was there in 
the previous year as well, before the numbering commenced. Lawrence was described as a 
‘farmer’ and like Michael Hegarty, he was probably a market gardener. Today there is an open 
drain running along the rear of the houses which serves as a reminder of the earlier times when 
The Ponds supplied water for local food production.   

Today an observant stroll along Hegarty Street indicates where land was levelled for building, while 
the use of sandstone in foundations and retaining walls is also a clue to what was happening in the 
first years of building in the area. 

Figure 4. Advertisement for plasterers wanted by 
John Melville, 1883 

 
Source: ‘Advertising’, Sydney Morning Herald, 5 January 1883. 

Figure 5. Map of Glebe, 1889 
This 1889 map shows Melville’s houses. Hegarty Street is far from built out. 

 
Source: State Library of NSW, ZM Series 4 811.17/1 Glebe, Sheet 20, 1889, 
https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/record/74VKqv5pXe4b/glmbb6XBMLVr 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13524258
https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/record/74VKqv5pXe4b/glmbb6XBMLVr
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The 20th century 
Melville never paid out his mortgages and from 1882 to 1955 the cottages along the eastern side of 
Hegarty Street were owned by the St Joseph’s Investment and Building Society and occupied by 
tenants. Engineer Arthur Woodford lived there for most of the 1900s with his wife Annie and three 
children. James McCaffrey, who lived there in 1912, advertised in the Herald in June that year to 
buy ‘a good full sized double lorry’. Daniel Jordan, who was listed as the occupant in 1918, had 
embarked from Sydney for World War I on board HMAT Kyarra with the Camel Corps in 1917, 
leaving his wife Florence at 5 Hegarty Street.  

At this time, as inner city areas fell out of favour with Sydneysiders, this part of Glebe was 
considered a slum area. The tenants were working class and the area was dilapidated, with mixed 
residential and industrial uses. 

Figure 6. Map of Glebe, 1939 
The area contained workshops and factories as well as housing. 

 
Source: The Glebe Occupational Survey, Housing Improvement Board of NSW, Glebe 
Municipality, 1939: Single sheet, City of Sydney Archives, A-00880478, 
https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/1709405  

  

https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/1709405
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During the 1920s and 30s, the occupiers listed in the Sands Directories were often women, 
including Eleanor Gallagher, who lived at 5 Hegarty Street from about 1936. She purchased the 
house when it finally came on the market in 1955 and owned it until 1980.  Records such as Sands 
Directories, electoral rolls and birth notices recorded that the extended Gallagher family appeared 
to be living in the house from 1917 to the 1960s.5 

After 44 years of sheltering Eleanor Gallagher, the house at 5 Hegarty Street was sold to Michele 
Lesley Ward in 1980. He quickly sold it in 1981 to Simon and Roma Prokhovnik who owned the 
house until 1986. 

Figure 7. 5 Hegarty Street, Glebe in 2013 

 
Source: Courtesy of the authors. 

  

 
5 Electoral rolls can be located via Ancestry.com.au. Birth notice in question: ‘Family Notices’, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, 10 March 1917, p. 12, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15718101 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15718101
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How was this 
history found? 
This story was established through doing a little background reading, studying maps from different 
periods, undertaking a partial title search on the address and using Sands Directories, electoral rolls 
and doing keyword searches in the National Library of Australia’s online library database Trove.  

It is well known that The Glebe was land reserved for the established church, but if you did not 
already know this it would become clear from an initial reading of Max Solling’s Grandeur and Grit: 
A History of Glebe (Halstead Press, 2007, pp. 41-45).  

A ‘search location records’ for the address and ‘prior title search’ in the NSW Land Registry 
Services (NSW LRS) Online Portal provided the reference for the 1955 Certificate of Title. A record 
of the title was then viewed in the NSW LRS Historical Land Records Viewer. The record was 
issued when the property was registered under Torrens Title and put up for sale by the Building 
Society in 1955. This listed Eleanor Gallagher as the purchaser.  

Certificate of Title details vary. This one had a coloured diagram of the dimensions of the land. It 
also provided the names of all subsequent owners until 1988, when the record was digitised. 
These names were noted in case other information came to light on any of them, and so that they 
could later be searched in Trove. Owners from 1988 up to the present owner can be established 
via the official digitised files. 

Figure 8. Certificate of Title for 5 Hegarty St Glebe, issued 1955 

 
Source: NSW LRS, Certificate of Title (CT) Vol. 6970 Fol. 210. Viewed at https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au  

https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/495003
http://search.ancestry.com.au/search/db.aspx?dbid=1207
http://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/26559050
https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/26559050
https://online.nswlrs.com.au/
https://online.nswlrs.com.au/
https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
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This 1955 Certificate of Title gave the Primary Application number which located a Primary 
Application Packet. The Primary Application, which was viewed in the NSW LRS Historical Land 
Records Viewer, provided details about earlier land title documents, compiled as part of the 
application to bring the land under Torrens Title. This filled in the story of the sale of not just 
number 5 to Eleanor Gallagher, but of a row of houses in Hegarty Street, all owned up to that point 
by the Lisgar Investment and Building Society, formerly the St Joseph’s Investment and Building 
Society.  

This summary sheet and the notations written on it provided the required references to find other 
information and documents related to the property. It explained that these houses had all been in 
the possession of the St Joseph’s Investment and Building Society since 1882 and provided 
reference to the mortgage document that Melville took out with the Society that year. A ‘Deed of 
Gift’ set out the details of Hegarty’s gift of the land to Melville in 1878. This document provided a 
sketch of the land which indicated that Hegarty Street was in existence at this date and located the 
land given to Melville as an L-shaped piece fronting Hegarty and John Streets. This, along with the 
information from Sands Directories suggested that Melville was the subdivider and builder of the 
houses in the street, and that when Eleanor Gallagher purchased her house in the 1950s, she was 
its first owner-occupier, with all previous occupiers renting from the building society.  

Establishing that John Melville was Michael Hegarty’s son-in-law came through a series of death 
notices published in newspapers in Trove’s database. One of these was inserted in the paper by 
David and John Hegarty inviting friends to attend the funeral of their brother-in-law, John Melville, 
on 10 August 1887.  

Figure 9. Funeral Notice for Margaret McInerney 

 
Source: ‘Family Notices’, Sydney Morning Herald, 11 December 1886. 

  

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13622687
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The names of occupants of 5 Hegarty Street were sourced from the street sections of Sands 
Directories, and other addresses for Michael Hegarty were sources from the alphabetical list in 
these directories. Very few occupations were given for the people who lived here, but some 
specific information was found for a few of them through Trove and search engine queries. This 
included the details about Arthur Woodford and James McCaffery. Information about Daniel Jordan 
was located on the Australian War Memorial site. Eleanor Gallagher’s occupational history relied 
on electoral roll searches through Ancestry.com.  

A planning building card was found on the City of Sydney’s Archives & History Resources 
catalogue (see Figure 11 below). This indicated that there may have been alterations in 1982 and 
confirmed the oral information that the second storey at the rear of the building was completed 
in 1995.  

Figure 10. Death Notice for Annie Croft inserted by 
Eleanor (Nellie) Gallagher, 1947 

 

Source: ‘Family Notices’, Sydney Morning Herald, 22 February 1947. 

Figure 11. Planning building card for 5 Hegarty St Glebe, 1995 

 
Source: Planning Street Cards - Hegarty Street, Glebe, 1968-99, City of Sydney Archives,  
A-00000854, https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/608159 

https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18016410
https://archives.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/608159
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Other sources  
Further title searching would iron out some of the uncertainties of the early grants and establish 
what happened between the original grant (re-grant) to the Church in 1829 and Hegarty’s 
purchase. The date of this was not established, but Sands Directories tell us that he was there 
from at least the 1860s. 

A search for the St Joseph’s Investment and Building Society indicated that the records of the 
society are held at the Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG). An article about this resource 
notes:  

“Researchers should not imagine only male tradesmen will be found in these records. Women 
sold flour to workmen, cleaned houses, or received commissions for letting houses (usually 
about 5/-). In Hegarty St, Glebe, a succession of families was paid an allowance to clear a 
drain and often it was the women who signed the receipts.” 6 

This drain still runs behind the houses. It has been noted that in the early 20th century many of the 
Society’s tenants in Hegarty Street were women. Perhaps investigation of these records would 
explain why this was so.  

 

 
6 Bronwyn Layton, ‘The St Joseph’s-Lisgar Building Society Project: A Building Society’s Records as a Genealogical and 
Local History Source’, Descent, 1998, Vol. 28, No. 2, Society of Australian Genealogists, 1998, pp. 66–71, 
https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/ielapa.990201937.  

https://sag.org.au/St-Josephs-Building-Society-papers
https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/ielapa.990201937

	Early land history
	Subdividing the land in the 1880s
	The first houses
	The 20th century
	How was this history found?
	Other sources

