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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

CONDITION SURVEY 
Name of item BUSBY’S BORE Item number 

C-24 
Location Plan 

 
 
 

 
Figure. Sketch prepared by the City Surveyor illustrates the layout of water pipes in June 
1844. (Plan and extract from City of Sydney Archives)1 
LOCATION:  
Busby’s Bore extends from Centennial Park (Lachlan Swamps) to the south east corner 
of Hyde Park South. 

 
 
            Item Location 

 
OWNERSHIP: Sydney Water MANAGEMENT: Sydney Water 
DESCRIPTION: 
Busby’s Bore is an underground tunnel which was used as a water supply for Sydney and stretches at a distance of 
3.5km with its width varying from 1.2m to 1.5m2. Twenty eight vertical shafts and wells are located at intervals.3 

CONDITION LEGEND 
Good In good 

condition 
Fair  Needs 

monitoring 

CONDITION:  
The condition of Busby’s Bore could not be assessed at the time of this survey due to 
lack of access. 

Poor Needs 
attention 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that an underground assessment should be undertaken to assess the 
condition of the tunnels. A proposal should be put forward to conserve this item. 
REFERENCES: 
NSW Heritage Office Register, (NSWHO) SHR 1546 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2424823 
Note: This Condition Survey should be read in conjunction with the Statement of Significance for Busby’s Bore and 
associated reports: NSWHO SHR 1546, CSHD SHI No 2424823 and SOM (Sydney Artefact Conservation, 
Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum, prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000). 
 

                                                 
1 www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/history/waterexhibition/WaterSupplySewerage/BusbyBore.html 
2 P.29 Proposed Development Control Plan, University of NSW Paddington Campus, by Otto Cserhalmi and Partners 
PL, November 2005. 
3 P.29 Proposed Development Control Plan, University of NSW Paddington Campus, by Otto Cserhalmi and Partners 
PL, November 2005. 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

CONDITION SURVEY 
Name of item JOHN BAPTIST FOUNTAIN Item number 

 

C-23 

Location Plan 

 
Photograph taken on the 13/03/06 by Rosemarie Canales of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
John Baptist fountain is located within a grassed area in the south western section of 
Hyde Park North, with Elizabeth Street to the west, Park Street to the south, a grassed 
area to the east with main avenue beyond and grassed area to the north with 
pathway beyond leading from the main avenue to the corner of Elizabeth Street and 
Park Street.  
 
The fountain is surrounded by two courses of large stone paving laid in a radical 
pattern.  Two mature trees are located in close proximity with their canopy covering 
the air space above the fountain and roots affecting the paving. 

 

 
 

              
 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 

DESCRIPTION: 
John Baptist fountain is made of three different components; pond, fountain, and hydraulic system. The pond is 
constructed as a shallow 300mm high 275mm diameter dish. The fountain is constructed from sandstone sponge like 
base with three sculptures detailed as fish. The fountain has a bronze plaque on the run of the pool. Parts of the actual 
fountain component are missing and the fountain does not operate. 

CONDITION LEGEND 

Good In good condition 

Fair  Needs monitoring 

CONDITION: Survey carried out 24/03/06 
John Baptist Fountain is intact although inoperative and in poor condition. The fountain 
is currently in-operative and due to its age and weathering has deteriorated. The 
following itemises the condition of each component of the monument. 

Poor Needs attention 
Trees Good Surrounds 

 Sandstone path Poor 
Rim Fair Concrete pond 
Pond surface Poor 
‘’Sponge’’ stone base  Poor Sandstone fountain 
Sculptured fish Poor 

Hydraulic system Generally Poor 

Plaque Bronze plaque – on pond rim Fair 

Item Location 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
John Baptist pond is generally in poor condition. The following works required if the item is retained in the Park or 
moved to another location as recommended in this report for re-erection in another location that is more related to its 
history and the gardens established by John Baptist. 

Trees Needs monthly monitoring. Surrounds 
 Sandstone path Relay to minimise trip hazard. 

Needs monthly monitoring. 
Rim Tree roots to be removed, and make good. 

Repair damaged sections, and repaint. 
Concrete pond 

Pond surface Repair cracks and re-grout joints, repaint with 
waterproof finish. 

Sponge base  Repair damaged sections and repaint. Sandstone fountain 
Sculptured fish Repair damaged section and repaint. 

Hydraulic system Generally Repair and re-commission. 

Plaque  Bronze plaque Clean. 
REFERENCES: 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2426008 
Note: This Condition Survey should be read in conjunction with the Statement of Significance for this item and the Park 
and associated reports: CSHD SHI No 2426008 and SOM No.SOM008FN (Sydney Artefact Conservation, 
Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum, prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000). 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

CONDITION SURVEY 
Name of item F.J. WALKER MEMORIAL 

FOUNTAIN 

Item number 

 

C-22 

Location Plan 

 

Source: Photograph taken by Ameera Mahmood on the 13/03/06. 

LOCATION: 
The FJ Walker Memorial fountain is located in the south western section of Hyde Park 
North surrounded by an open grassed area which slopes towards Elizabeth Street and 
directly to the east of the fountain are large trees and garden beds. 

 

 
 

 

OWNERSHIP:  City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION:  
The FJ Walker Memorial Fountain consists of three separate items; the fountain, a sculpture and a plaque. 
The fountain features two main elements; an elliptical pool and the fountain which sits in the centre of the pool. The 
base of the pool is finished in pebblecrete and slopes to the centre while the perimeter features a bronze skirting 
screwed to the sides. In the north end are three water spouts and a rectangular grate finished in pebblecrete and steel 
mesh to its centre.  The fountain has a pebblecrete finished cylindrical base with a pre-cast concrete circular dish shape 
above edged in bronze. The inside of the dish is finished in glazed patterned tiles that vary in colours of terracotta, 
yellow, white and green. A water spout is located in the centre of the dish. 
The sculpture, located north of the fountain has three figures standing together; a fisherman, a woman and a farmer. It 
is oriented in a north west to south east axis with its front facing the south west direction. The sculpture is made of 
fourteen courses of carved sandstone, mortar jointed and stands at approximately 4.5 metres. The three figures are 
joined together from the shoulder down and are mounted on a concrete foundation. 
The plaque is located between the fountain and the sculpture a little further to the east, facing Elizabeth Street with its 
back to the garden bed. It has two main elements, a sandstone plinth and a tiered sandstone plaque. The plinth has a 
base and capping stones around the plaque. The plaque has four tiers of sandstones that step up in varying heights. 
The fourth and final tier slopes down and supports two bronze plates affixed to the stone. The inscriptions on the plates 
read as follows: 

Item Location 
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Plate 1 - “THE LABOURS AND BEAUTY OF PIONEERING MANKIND ARE DEPICTED BY THREE FIGURES WATER FIRE  
AND EARTH AND FLANKING FONT 
WATER   a fisherman looking to the sea and new horizons 
FIRE        a woman depicting womanhood and intuition protecting the fire of initiative           and progress 
EARTH  a farmer depicting the pioneering efforts upon which this country has developed 
GERARD HAVEKES, SCUPTOR” 
 
Plate 2 – “THIS FOUNTAIN WAS PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF SYDNEY BY THE FAIMILY OF FREDERIC JOSEPH 
WALKER AS A TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY AND ALL WHO PIONEERED PRIMARY INDUSTRY IN AUSTRALIA 15 
FEBRUARY, 1961” 

CONDITION LEGEND 
Good In good 

condition 
Fair  Needs 

monitoring 

CONDITION: (inspected on the 1 May 2006) 
The FJ Walker Memorial Fountain is in generally fair condition. The following itemises 
the condition of each component of the monument as described above. 

Poor Needs 
attention 

Pool Fair 
Base Fair 

Fountain 
Fountain 

Circular Dish Fair 
South west (front face) Fair 
North west (side) Fair 
North east (back) Fair 
South east (side) Fair 

Sculpture 

Concrete foundation Good 
Base Fair Plinth 
Capping Stone Fair 
Tier 1(bottom) Fair 
Tier 2 Fair 
Tier 3 Fair 

Plaque 

Plaque 

Tier 4 (top) and 
plaques 

Fair 

Stones Fair 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The FJ Walker Fountain is one of the items recommended in the management plan to be relocated in a more 
appropriate location than Hyde Park.  The FJ Walker Memorial Fountain is in fair condition but needs mostly 
maintenance work which should be undertaken only if the fountain and sculpture are retained in the park.  Some areas 
such as the base of the fountain need to be further examined. 

Pool Replace missing bronze skirting at north section. 
Replace missing bolts to existing bronze skirting. 
Repair broken section of concrete plinth around grate. 

Base Remove algae growth. 
Investigate white sediments in north and south sections. 

Fountain 

Fountain 

Circular Dish Remove soil on dish and clean tiles. 
Investigate hydraulics and reason why the fountain is not 
functioning. 
Remove accumulated dirt from underside of concrete dish. 

South west (front face) Remove algae and bird defecation to head. 
Remove algae to shoulders and hips. 
Replace missing mortar joints to perpends and bed joints 
at arm of centre figure. 
Remove cobwebs. 

North west (side) Clean bird defecation to heads. 
Replace missing mortar joints to perpends to match 
existing colour and consistency. 
Repair chipped stone to lower western section. 
Remove algae to upper body of centre figure. 

Sculpture 

North east (back) Remove algae growth to all three heads of figures, at 
joints of bodies, at hip of centre figure and at leg of north 
most figure. 
Repair crack between south figure and centre figure at 
base. 
Remove cobwebs. 




