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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item BUSBY BORE Item number 

S-24 
Location Plan 

 
 
 

 

Figure 1: “This sketch map by the City Surveyor shows the layout of waterpipes in the 
city in June 1844, not long after the completion of Busby’s Bore. It was the start of 
reticulating water in the city. Only a few houses had the water laid on, and most 
collected it from the standpipes – marked on the sketch map as fountains. The 
provision of fire plugs was a bit of wishful thinking. In the early decades the water 
pressure fluctuated and often failed in moments of crisis.” (Plan and extract from City 
of Sydney Archives)6 
LOCATION: 
Busby’s Bore extends from Centennial Park (Lachlan Swamps) to the south east corner 
of Hyde Park South. 
CURTILAGE: 
Busby’s Bore curtilage should be defined after an underground assessment has been 
carried out. 

 

 
 
           Item Location 
 
            Curtilage of Item 

 

OWNERSHIP: Sydney Water MANAGEMENT: Sydney Water 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Busby’s Bore is an underground tunnel which was used as a water supply for Sydney and stretches at a distance of 
3.6km with its width varying from 1.2m to 1.5m1. Twenty eight vertical shafts and wells are located at intervals.2 The 
access shafts were circular and sandstone lined3. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Busby’s bore operated although in varying capacities from 1844. 
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The item is associated with the development of Sydney’s water supply and use of convict labour, it males an 
important phase in the process as the first engineered water supply. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore provides evidence of early development of piped water supply in Sydney and the technology 
applied at that time using masonry to construct the water conduits. 

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore has social significance as it represents a fundamental element of a developed city. 

                                                 
1 P.29 Proposed Development Control Plan, University of NSW Paddington Campus, by Otto Cserhalmi and Partners 
PL, November 2005. 
2 P.29 Proposed Development Control Plan, University of NSW Paddington Campus, by Otto Cserhalmi and Partners 
PL, November 2005. 
3 City of Sydney Heritage Database, Heritage Inventory Report No.2424823 
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E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
Busby’s Bore, its tunnel and underground passage provides both archaeological and research potential, of 
considerable value. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
Busby’s Bore is the only and the first major underground masonry water supply in Sydney.   

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
Busby’s Bore is one of networks of underground masonry tunnels in central Sydney, although as a water supply 
tunnel it differs in function from others built fro drainage purposes, distribution of hydraulic power and later to 
contain telecommunications networks. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore is of State Significance “as a unique engineering achievement which played a crucial role in the 
development of urban Sydney. As a product of convict labour and as a major factor in the establishment of local 
administration in NSW) in the form of the Sydney Corporation) it is associated with the important steps that changed 
Sydney from penal colony to colonial trading port. The fabric of the bore and associated archaeological deposits 
possess research potential relating to substantive historical and scientific questions relating to 19th century work and 
technology and to changes in the environment. The intactness of the bore and the fact that it is still in use make it a rare 
survivor from the first half of the 19th century within urban Sydney.”4 
HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION: 
In 1824 John Busby (1765-1857) arrived in Sydney from England to take up the post as the Government Mineral 
Surveyor5. In 1827 he proposed a tunnel from Lachlan Swamp to Hyde Park known as Busby’s Bore to supply water to 
Sydney6. The tunnel took ten years to construct and was built by convicts. It carried water from Lachlan swamps to Hyde 
Park south and also supplied Sydney Hospital Macquarie St.  The tunnel water was gravity fed and augmented by 
natural springs along its course. This water supply was replaced in 1858 by a water pumping scheme and then in 
1886 by the Nepean scheme. 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Busby’s Bore is currently an item of State Significance. Its status should be retained. The item should be interpreted to 
ensure its assessed significance is retained.  

REFERENCES: 
NSW Heritage Office Register, (NSWHO) SHR 1546 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2424823 
Proposed Development Control Plan, University of NSW Paddington Campus, by Otto Cserhalmi and Partners PL, 
November 2005 
City of Sydney Heritage Database, Heritage Inventory Report No.2424823 
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
http://sydney.ieaust.org.au/heritage/PDFs/Busby.pm.pdf 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the associated statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for Busby’s Bore and associated reports: NSWHO SHR 1546, CSHD SHI No 2424823and SOM 
(Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum prepared for the City of Sydney, 
Feb 2000) 
 

                                                 
4 P1 City of Sydney Heritage Database, Heritage Inventory Report SHI N0 2424823, extracted from Godden Mackay 
1996, pp10 
5 http://sydney.ieaust.org.au/heritage/PDFs/Busby.pm.pdf 
6www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/history/waterexhibition/WaterSupplySewerage/BusbyBore.html 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item JOHN BAPTIST FOUNTAIN Item number 

S-23 
Location Plan 

 
 

Photograph taken on the 13/03/06 by Rosemarie Canales of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
John Baptist fountain is located within a grassed area in the south western section of 
Hyde Park North, with Elizabeth Street to the west, Park Street to the south, a grassed 
area to the east with main avenue beyond and grassed area to the north with 
pathway beyond leading from the main avenue to the corner of Elizabeth Street and 
Park Street.  
 
The fountain is surrounded by two courses of large stone paving laid in a radical 
pattern.  Two mature trees are located in close proximity with their canopy covering 
the air space above the fountain and roots affecting the paving. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of John Baptist Fountain is bound by the surrounding grass area, the 
central axis to the east, the northern footpath of Park Street to the south and the 
pathway heading north east from north west. The curtilage is mostly defined by visual 
connections to the fountain. 

 

 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
John Baptist fountain is made of three different components; pond, fountain, and hydraulic system. The pond is 
constructed as a shallow 300mm high 275mm diameter dish. The fountain is constructed from sandstone sponge like 
base with three sculptures detailed as fish. The fountain has a bronze plaque on the run of the pool. Parts of the actual 
fountain component are missing and the fountain does not operate. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

John Baptist fountain has been sited in its current location since 1888. 
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The fountain has associational significance with Baptist Gardens which has been described in 1860 by Sydney 
Mail as “a horticultural institute to the public”. Baptist Gardens were owned and operated by John Baptist who 
became a horticulturist who had established a nursery and market garden on Bourke Street in the mid 1800. The 
fountain was donated to the Hyde Park Trustee by John Baptist’s son in 1888. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The fountain is a concrete structure 5.5m in diameter with an ornamental item centrally located, with a bulbous 
scale textured stem ending in four dragon-head fish. Its significance is diminished by loss of some detail and its 
neglected state. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
It is likely that the John Baptist fountain has little recognition from the community in general for park user. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
The fountain does not meet this criterion. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The fountain is the last known remnant of the Baptist Garden.  

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
The fountain does not meet this criterion. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
John Baptist fountain has historic significance to the local area for its association with the former Baptist Gardens an 
early market garden of Sydney of the 1800’s. However it does not aid in the significance of Hyde Park. 

HISTORY:  
In 1829 John Thomas Baptist, a Portuguese immigrant arrived in Sydney.  By 1830 he had established the Baptist 
Gardens on 40 acres at Bourke Street Redfern, then known as Surry Hills.  Accounts of his early endeavors differ 
slightly with most claiming a slightly later date for establishment of the gardens.  Whatever their date of origin, the 
Baptist Gardens gradually became the show grounds of Sydney to which Sydney-siders flocked at weekends when the 
gardens were open to the public.  By 1860 they had become a horticultural institution within the city and a popular 
resort of Sunday picnickers.  On weekdays the shrubs, trees of immense variety and a source of cut flowers.  It was 
here that the John Baptist Fountain was first erected although its date of manufacture is unknown.  After his death in 
1873 his son John Baptist Junior continued to operate and develop the gardens for some years.  He finally subdivided 
the Gardens and sold them off in lots at public auction.  The street names – Telopea, Boronia, and Zamia – in Redfern 
reflect the influence of the garden on the area.  John Baptist junior donated one of the garden’s other fountains along 
with the gates for Redfern Park which have survived.  He also gave a large collection of plants to the Botanic Gardens.  
In 1888 John Baptist junior donated one of the garden’s fountains to the Trustees of Hyde Park who installed it in Hyde 
Park north in August that year. 
RECOMMENDATION:   
The John Baptist Fountain should be relocated to a park land in the surrounding area that contributes to its significance. 
The components of the fountain that require repair and maintenance as defined in the Condition Survey should be 
undertaken. 
REFERENCES: 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2426008 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Development – Feasibility Study for A Parks Depot for Sydney City Council, Brian McDonald and 
Associates, 1994 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for John Baptist Fountain and associated reports: CSHD SHI No 2426008 and SOM 008FN (Sydney 
Artefact Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum (SOM), prepared for the City of Sydney, 
Feb 2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item F.J. WALKER MEMORIAL 

FOUNTAIN 
Item number 

 

S-22 

Location Plan 

 

 

Source: Photograph taken on 13/03/06 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB 
Heritage Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
The FJ Walker Memorial fountain is located in the south western section of Hyde Park 
North surrounded by an open grassed area to the north, south and west whilst to the 
east it is bound by the main avenue its trees and undergrowth.  
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of the F J Walker Memorial Fountain is defined by the open grassland to 
the north, east and south and the planting to the east. 

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION:  
The F.J. Walker Memorial was designed to portray - labours and beauty of pioneering, depicted through a 4.5 metre 
sculpture: pioneering mankind depicted by three figures: water characterized by a Fisherman looking to the sea and 
new horizon: fire depicted by a woman representing womanhood and the role of protecting the fire; and Earth 
depicted by a farmer representing the pioneering efforts upon this country has developed. A fountain in the form of an 
elliptical pool is located to the south. The base of the pool is finished in pebblecrete and slopes to the centre while the 
perimeter features a bronze rim screwed to the sides. In the north end are three water spouts and a rectangular grate 
finished in pebblecrete and steel mesh to its centre.  The fountain has a pebblecrete finished cylindrical base with a pre-
cast concrete circular dish shape above edged in bronze. The inside of the dish is finished in glazed patterned tiles that 
vary in colours of terracotta, yellow, white and green. A water spout is located in the centre of the dish.  
 
The memorial also incorporates a plaque; constructed from sandstone. The plaque has four tiers of sandstones that step 
up in varying heights. The fourth and final tier slopes down and supports two bronze plates affixed to the stone. The 
inscriptions on the plates read as follows: 
Plate 1 - “THE LABOURS AND BEAUTY OF PIONEERING MANKIND ARE DEPICTED BY THREE FIGURES WATER, FIRE  

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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AND EARTH AND FLANKING FONT 
WATER   a fisherman looking to the sea and new horizons 
FIRE        a woman depicting womanhood and intuition protecting the fire of initiative and progress 
EARTH    a farmer depicting the pioneering efforts upon which this country has developed 
GERARD HAVEKES, SCULPTOR” 
 

Plate 2 – “THIS FOUNTAIN WAS PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF SYDNEY BY THE FAMILY OF FREDERIC JOSEPH 
WALKER AS A TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY AND ALL WHO PIONEERED PRIMARY INDUSTRY IN AUSTRALIA 15 
FEBRUARY, 1961” 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The memorial has been sited in its location since 1961. 
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The memorial is associated with F.J.Walker, who has been acknowledged for his contribution to primary industry 
is otherwise not directly related to Hyde Park. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The memorial, designed by Gerard Havekes in 1960 comprises carved sandstone figures, and a fountain 
covered with ceramic tiles, formed in pre-cast concrete. It does not exhibit distinctive aesthetic or technical values 
and intrudes upon an open grassed area of the Park. 

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The memorial has limited social significance. Its association with the growth of the primary industry has no direct 
link with the history and use of Hyde Park 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
This criterion does not apply. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
Although this memorial is a“one off” unique design by Gerard Havekes, it does not meet this criterion being 
characteristic of a style of figurative representation in the 1960’s by sculptors such as Tom Bass. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
This criterion does not apply 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The F.J. Walker memorial has limited significance for Hyde Park. Its association with F.J. Walker and his contribution to 
primary industry is not related to the historic development of the Park. 
HISTORY:  
The F.J. Walker Memorial was presented to the City of Sydney in 1961 by his family in tribute to Frederick Joseph 
Walker for his contributions to the growth of the industry. The memorial was designed in 1960 by Gerard Havekes and 
installed in 1961  
RECOMMENDATION:  
The F.J. Walker Memorial should be removed from the park as it does not aid to the interpretation of the cultural 
significance of the park.  The item should be located to an area more relevant to the significance of the monument. The 
repair and maintenance as defined by the Condition Survey should be undertaken. 

REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for F.J. Walker Memorial and associated reports: SOM 034FN (Sydney Artefact Conservation, 
Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum , prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item CHESS BOARD Item number 

 

S-21 

Location Plan 

 

 

Photograph taken on the 13/03/06 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
The Chess Board is located to the north western section of Hyde Park North. The area 
is bound to the north and west by steps leading up, and by a low retaining wall to the 
east. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of the chess board is contained to the north by the northern most edge of 
the steps, to the west the low garden wall, to the south by the edge of a pathway, and 
to the west by the western most edge of the steps.  

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: Crown Land/State Rail Authority MANAGEMENT: State Rail Authority 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 
The chess board is a large scale board painted on a concrete slab with large movable chess pieces. The movable 
chess pieces are brought out each morning for public use. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Chess Board has been a permanent structure in Hyde Park since the early 1970’s.  
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Chess Board is closely associated with the Sydney Chess Centre who facilitated the siting of the permanent 
chess board within Hyde Park. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Chess Board has no particular aesthetic or technical values.   

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Chess Board has social significance as it serves a meeting place and venue for passive recreation.  

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
This criterion does not apply. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The chess board is the only known permanent over scaled board game within Sydney’s Central Business District. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
The chessboard is significant due to its size and role in generating activity assisting to create a sense of place. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Chess board has limited heritage significance for the site, as it is a relative new comer in the Park and is not 
associated with persons, events or aesthetic/technical values that would qualify it as an item of heritage significance. 
HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION: 
The chess board is the only item within Hyde Park that continues a theme of the Park’s early 19th century heritage as a 
sporting venue1. It was built as a permanent site for public tournaments between 1971- 73 when the Sydney Chess 
Centre requested approval for the creation of the facility from Sydney City Council2. A pre-cast concrete slab was built 
in the terrace garden section of Hyde Park North. 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Maintenance of the chess board should be addressed as per the condition survey for this item. 
REFERENCES: 
www.discoversydney.com.au/parks/hydepark.html - accessed on 3/05/06 
File No 2377/71 ‘Resolution of Court’ 5/11/1973 accessed from Sydney City Council Archives 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Chess Board and associated reports: SOM (Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance 
Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum, prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.discoversydney.com.au/parks/hydepark.html 
2 File No 2377/71 ‘Resolution of Court’ 5/11/1973 accessed from Sydney City Council Archives 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item NAGOYA GARDEN Item number 

 

S-20 

Location Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photograph taken on 06/02/06 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB Heritage Pty 
Ltd. 

LOCATION: 
Nagoya Gardens are located on the north western corner of Hyde Park North, 
bounded by a path to the north, garden bed to the east, secondary axis to the south 
and St James Station Building to the west. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of Nagoya Gardens is bound by a path and planting to the north, the 
central axis to the east, the secondary axis to the south and the St James Station/café 
to the west. The curtilage is defined by physical relationships to the central and 
secondary axis and visual connections from the paths. 

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION:  
Nagoya Garden is a landscaped garden with a Japanese theme, defined by low rendered masonry walls with gravel 
paths around an open grassed area. Other items which add to the Japanese theme are the Japanese garden lantern in 
the south east corner of the open grass area and the mondo grass at the base of the low garden walls. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Nagoya Garden was created within Hyde Park in 1983. 
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nagoya Garden has significance for its symbolic value marking the relationship between The City of Sydney 
and the sister city of Japan’s Nagoya, as part of the International Sister City Programme established in 1956 by 
the United States President Dwight D. Eisenhower to foster international understanding and peace at a local 
level. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Nagoya Garden is of limited aesthetic and technical value. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Nagoya Garden has some recognition in the community as a symbol of the bonds between Sydney and 
Nagoya, Australia and Japan. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
Nagoya Garden does not meet with this criterion. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
Nagoya Gardens does not meet with this criterion. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
Nagoya Gardens does not meet with this criterion. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
NAGOYA GARDEN has social significance to the local area for its symbolic value reflecting the relationship between 
the City of Sydney and the sister city in Japan of Nagoya, although it does not have heritage significance it does not 
detract from the assessed significance of Hyde Park. 
HISTORY:  
In 1956, not long after WWII the president of the United States Dwight D. Eisenhower established the Sister City 
programme to foster international understanding and peace. The Programme later became Sister Cities International in 
1974. Australia is an active member of this programme with 190 active municipals and over 322 affiliations 
worldwide. In Australia the concept of sister cities emerged the 1930’s with the Shire of Parkes, New South Wales 
claiming an affiliation with Coventry in England originating in 1939, while Saddleworth in South Australia and 
Saddleworth Parish in the United Kingdom was established in 1941, Hunters Hill and Henley on the Thames since 
1950 and Bega and Lyttleton, Colorado, Untied States since 1956. The Nagoya Gardens in Hyde Park were named in 
1983 – to celebrate the establishment of the Sister City relationship between the cities of Sydney and Nagoya.  
RECOMMENDATION:  
The components of the garden that require repair and maintenance as defined in the Condition Survey should be 
undertaken. 
REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for Nagoya Garden and associated reports: SOM 179MR (Sydney Artefact Conservation, 
Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000). 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item SANDRINGHAM GARDENS AND 

MEMORIAL GATES 
Item number 

 

S-19 

Location Plan 

 

 

LOCATION: 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates are located in the south eastern section of 
Hyde Park North. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of Sandringham Gardens is bound by the British lawn to the north, the 
western footpath of College Street to the east, the perimeter wall to the south and the 
main north south axis to the west. The curtilage is defined by visual connections from 
above boundaries. 

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates is an area with a manicured garden and sunken circular fountain with 
mosaic aboriginal shapes surrounded by: garden beds to the east; a central gate supported by a sandstone wall to the 
south west; and timber pergolas curved to follow the shape of the fountain on the north west and south east side gates.  
The monument, a memorial King George V and King George VI was opened by Queen Elizabeth II in1954 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

This site was originally designed to commemorate the Late King George V, and intended to be opened in 1952 
by King George VI. Following the sudden death of King George VI’s plans were halted. In 1953 it was decided 
to dedicate the garden as a joint memorial to the late King George V and late King George VII.  It was 
dedicated by Queen Elizabeth II on her first visit to Sydney in 1956. 

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates are associated with the late King George V, King George VII, and 
Queen Elizabeth II and named after the royal family’s residence at Sandringham, Norfolk England.  

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates was designed by Dr. Epstein (architect) and sculptured by Lyndon 
Raymond Dadswell. The gardens are tiered, in a circular arrangement - well manicured area with a central 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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fountain and shallow pool with mosaic inlay; while the highly decorated wrought iron memorial gates are set in 
solid curved sandstone walls.  

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gardens were designed as a result of a competition that was funded, as a 
result of a public subscription following the death of King George V Appeal Fund launched after his death in 
1936.  

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
This criterion does not apply. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The gardens and memorial gates are a rare example of a named dedicated memorial for two monarchs. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
This criterion does apply. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates do not aid in the interpretation nor do they distract from the significance of 
the Park. 
HISTORY: 
In earlier years a band rotunda stood on the site of the King George V and VI Memorial Gates and Sandringham 
Garden Fountain. This was removed at an unknown date and a sunken garden temporarily installed. In September 
1951, with a Royal visit by King George VI, Princess Elizabeth and Margaret expected the following year, a decision 
was made to redevelop the garden as a memorial to commemorate the visit. This memorial was to be a sunken garden 
with a central reflecting pool, partly enclosed by a pergola featuring flowering climbing plants. With the sudden death 
of King George VI in 1952 and the cancellation of the Royal Tour these plans were slightly amended. The memorial 
garden was renamed Sandringham Garden in remembrance of the late King and a tablet was erected therein. The 
tablet summarized the King’s long association with Sandringham House, England. There was then strong support for a 
joint memorial to King George V and VI. Sandringham Garden was suggested as an appropriate site. A King George 
VI public memorial Fund open to public subscription was launched for the purpose and was combined with monies 
from the unused King George V Appeal Fund.  The winners of the competition to design the King George  V Memorial, 
were Lyndon Dadswell – Sulptor and Dr H Epstein, architect.  The plans were announced in April 1953.  They included 
metal memorial gates incorporating the crests and heraldic motifs of each king, a memorial tablet and a memorial 
fountain.  Incorporation of these into the existing garden required a considerable amount of reconstruction work.  The 
Sandringham Memorial Gates were opened by Queen Elizabeth II on 5th February 1954. 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates should be listed as an item of local significance in Central Sydney 
heritage LEP, for its evolutional, associational, aesthetic and social significance for the City of Sydney. Repair and 
maintenance of the item as listed in the Condition Survey should be undertaken. 

REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 

Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for Sandringham Gardens and Memorial Gates and associated reports: SOM 031MR (Sydney 
Artefact Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum (prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 
2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item BUSBY’S BORE FOUNTAIN Item number 

S-18 
Location Plan 

 

 

 
Photograph: Taken on the 23/03/06 by Rosemarie Canales of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
Busby’s Bore Fountain is located in the north western section of Hyde Park North. The 
fountain is bordered by paths to the east and west, running north south. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of Busby’s Bore Fountain is bound by the surrounding paved area and 
grass areas to the perimeter. The curtilage is defined by its physical relationship to the 
surrounding paving and grass areas. 

 

 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: Busby’s Bore is a tiered fountain constructed in concrete finished in pebblecrete and set within a 
landscaped garden. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Busby’s Bore fountain contributes little to the understanding of the historic evolution of Hyde Park and is 
remote from the known location of the remnants of Busby Bore.  

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore fountain has a loose association by naming its association with Busby’s Bore and its designer John 
Busby. Busby’s Bore was the first underground piped water supply to Sydney. John Busby (1765-1857) Mineral 
Surveyor and Civil Engineer from Scotland was engaged to better Sydney’s water supply. The fountain as a 
water feature indirectly interprets the function of the first water supply. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore fountain comprises three tier irregular shaped receptacles each of 1-2m in diameter with no 
aesthetic or technical value. 

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Busby’s Bore fountain as an interpretive item has limited social significance as symbolic representation of Busby’s 
Bore. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
Busby’s Bore fountain has no archaeological or research potential. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
Busby’s Bore fountain does not meet this criterion. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
Busby’s Bore fountain has limited significance as it does not represent well any type or class of water feature. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Busby’s Bore fountain is of limited significance to the local area due to its loose association with Busby’s Bore - 
Sydney’s, first piped water supply. 

HISTORY:  
The fountain was turned on by the Lord Mayor in 1962. The fountain’s siting was based on one of two known images 
locating the overland outlet of Busby’s Bore.  However one other sources provide conflicting information on the location 
of the outlet. 

RECOMMENDATION:  
Busby’s Bore Fountain is not considered an appropriate means of interpretation with Busby’s Bore, which is of 
exceptional significance and does not contribute to the significance of Hyde Park. It is recommended to be removed 
and more suitably arrangements be made to commemorate and interpret Busby’s Bore. 
REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 

Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for Busby’s Bore Fountain and associated reports: SOM 037FN (Sydney Artefact Conservation, 
Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum, prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000) 
1 

                                                 
1 City of Sydney Heritage Database    SHI Number 2424823 



H B O + E M T B 
 

Architecture | Interior Design | Urban & Landscape Design | Heritage Conservation | Facility Management | Project Coordination | Consulting 

 

W: projects/280177/o-design/site analysis/statement of sig-17.doc     
© HBO+EMTB 2006 

Date: 12 
July 2006 

Final 
Rev-B 

BMC 
 

1 of 2 

 

HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item FORMER UNDERGROUND  

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
Item number 

S-17 
Location Plan 

 
 
 

 

Photograph taken on the 11/04/06 by Rosemarie Canales of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 

LOCATION: 
The former public conveniences are currently located at the south west section of Hyde 
Park North at the corner of Park and Elizabeth Streets.  
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage around the public convenience is defined by the low boundary wall to 
the southern alignment of Hyde Park North, to the west by a curved entrance wall to 
the corner of Park and Elizabeth Street, vegetation and open grass area to the north 
and east. 

 

 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: (Description of street level access only) 
The former public conveniences are located underground, provided with two entrances. The entrances are marked by 
decorative wrought iron balustrades to either side and marked with decorative post. Located centrally between the two 
toilets is ornate decorative vent shaft, with a sandstone base. Both toilets have been in-filled with sand and plants are 
growing on the ground surface. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The public convenience has been in its location within the Park since the early 1900’s.   
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The former public conveniences are closely associated with public health reform introducing sanitary facilities in 
the streets of Sydney in the early 1900’s.  

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The item is an example of late Federation period public architecture.  

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The underground convenience has social significance as a public facility. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
The underground conveniences have research potential providing example of early sewerage reticulation an 
example of public health reform. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The item is a rare example of an underground public convenience from the early 20th century. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
The underground conveniences are significant providing an example of public sewerage facilities. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The former Underground Public Conveniences are part of a rare and distinctive group of public utilities from early-
twentieth century Sydney. They are of State heritage significance for their aesthetic, historic, technical, and social, 
values and rarity.  

BRIEF HISTORIC: 
The first underground public convenience in Sydney was opened on 24 May 19011. Little information on the 
underground public conveniences has been uncovered at the time of the assessment.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
Due to the significance of the Underground Public Convenience and its role within Hyde Park, the item should be listed 
as an item of State Significance and included as an individual item in the Central Sydney LEP 2005.  The item should 
be retained, restored, conserved and adapted to ensure the assessed significance is maintained. Further assessment of 
the interior of the toilets should be made once the fill is removed.  

REFERENCES: 
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/waterexhibition/PublicConveniences/Women.html - accessed on 4/5/06 
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiry/heritage/subs/subdr238.pdf - accessed 12/5/06 

Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Underground Public Conveniences and associated reports: SOM (Sydney Artefact 
Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum, prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000).  

 

                                                 
1 http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiry/heritage/subs/subdr238.pdf 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item SUNDIAL Item number 

 

S-16 

Location Plan 

 

 

Source: Photograph taken by Rosemarie Canales on the 11/04/06.  

LOCATION: 
The sundial is surrounded by a grass area located in the north western corner of Hyde 
Park North with Prince Albert Road to the north, main avenue to the east, Nagoya 
Gardens to the south and Elizabeth Street to the west.   
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of the sundial is defined by the surrounding grass area. 

 

 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
The Sundial sits on a circular concrete slab with four square sandstone low piers equally spaced at the cardinal points 
of the compass along the perimeter of the slab. The sundial proper is a carved sandstone monument with a bronze 
incised plaque embedded into the top surface of the item.  The blade of the sundial is missing. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The sundial’s historic background and role in Hyde Park requires further research.  
B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Associations with important persons or events are not known at the time of this assessment 
C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The sundial is a good example of detailed curved sandstone with an Italianate character. 
D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Social significance of the sundial is not known at this stage.  
E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 

Further research is required 
F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 

The sundial is the only sundial located within the Park. 
G COMPARATIVE PLACES  

This criterion does not apply. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The sandstone sundial is an item of local significance due to its association with the park. 

HISTORY:  
The sundial “gnomon” measures time by the position of the sun, developed from the ancient Egyptians. No historic 
documentation of the sundial sited within Hyde Park was found at the time that this assessment was carried out. 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Due to the significance of the Sundial and its role in Hyde Park, as a garden structure, the item should be recognised as 
a component of Hyde park and itemised as an item to be conserved. 
The item should be relocated to an area within the park that has access to sunlight throughout daylight hours. The item 
should be retained, restored and conserved to ensure the assessed significance is maintained. Further research should 
be carried out to determine the history of the item. 
REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Sundial and associated reports: SOM 203AR (Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance 
Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item FORMER TRAM SHELTER Item number 

 

S-15 

Location Plan 

 

 

Photograph taken on 4 March 2006 by Rosemarie Canales of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: The Former Tram Shelter is located on the western boundary of Hyde 
Park North immediately in front of the low boundary wall, to the north of the corner of 
Elizabeth and Park Streets. 
CURTILAGE:  
The curtilage of the Former Tram Shelter is defined by the footpath immediately in front 
and along Elizabeth Street, contained by the low boundary wall that is located around 
the perimeter of the item. 

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
The former tram shelter, built in 1910, is currently used as a take away food outlet with a public and private utilitarian 
area, used as a bus shelter. The structure is rectangular in shape constructed with a sill high brick base supporting 
robust turned corner posts and brackets. The walls are weatherboards clad infills between posts with a terracotta tile 
hipped roof clad tiles. The brick base is located along all four faces with a wide along the western elevation, where a 
brick plinth and a sandstone sill course are located. In each end wall there is a centrally located timber framed double 
hung window, the upper sash divided into nine panes while the lower sash is single pane. The structure also has a 
projecting verandah protecting the street opening. Internally the building is divided into two primary areas, public and 
private area (not inspected). The public area is lined with horizontal timber boards. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Originally, the tram shelter building is part of the record of a phase in the development of Sydney’s public 
transport system, which began in 1861 evolving from horse drawn carts to steam , cable trams  and then 
electrification of the systems. In 1961 the tram system was terminated and transformed to a bus service. 

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The former tram shelter has close associations with Sydney’s early 20th century transport system. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The former tram shelter is a single storey timber framed, timber weatherboard clad, and building with an 
unglazed terracotta tiled roof. The structure was built in 1910 featuring Federation Queen Anne style details with 
robust turned timber posts. 

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The former tram shelter has social significance due to its long associations with public transport. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
This criterion does not apply. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
This former tram shelter is one of very few remaining items of the early tram services operating within Sydney 
between 1861 to 1961. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
The former tram shelter is important as it is an intact representation of an element that contributed to the physical 
growth of Sydney’s suburbs in particular the eastern suburbs  

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The former tram shelter located in Elizabeth Street sited along the western boundary of Hyde Park North, has historic, 
social and aesthetic significance locally due to its association with the development of Sydney’s transport system. The 
structure, built in 1910, is a rare example of a public tram shelter designed with Federation Queen Anne elements. It is 
intact and still in use today. 
HISTORY:  
The former tram shelter was built in 1910, is one of a number of shelters constructed to facilitate the tram service in the 
Sydney Central Business District. The former tram system began in Sydney in 1861 with the horse drawn car, replaced 
in 1879 by the steam tram service and later by the electrification. The tram shelter located along Elizabeth Street was 
part of the Bondi Beach service that traveled along Elizabeth Street, Park extending to Street Bellevue Hill (1909) and 
to Bondi Beach (1914). In 1955 the service was cut back to Ocean Street and then the entire service was replaced in 
1959 by a bus service.  
RECOMMENDATION:  
The former tram shelter should be identified as an item of State Significance as one of a few remaining items of the 
tram services that aided in the physical growth of the suburbs of Sydney.  
Components of the bus shelter require repair and maintenance as listed in the Condition Survey. 
REFERENCE: 
NSW Heritage Office Inventory, (NSWHO) database number 2450482 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2423995 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Former Tram Shelter and associated reports: NSWHO 2450482, CSHD SHI No 2423995 
and SOM (Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum (SOM), prepared for 
the City of Sydney, Feb 2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE REVIEW 
STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item THORNTON OBELISK Item number 

S-14 
Location Plan 

 
View of Obelisk taken from Elizabeth Street looking south. 
Photograph taken on 13 March 2006 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB Heritage 
Pty Ltd. 

LOCATION: 
The Thornton Obelisk is located on the western boundary of Hyde Park South, at the 
junction of Elizabeth and Bathurst Street. 

CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage for Thornton Obelisk is defined by the footpath along the west perimeter 
of Hyde Park, and the circular paved area to the north, east and south.  

 

 

 

OWNERSHIP: Sydney Water MANAGEMENT: Sydney Water 
DESCRIPTION: 
The Thornton Obelisk, an early sewer vent, is composed in three sections; the base, shaft and apex, lead sheeting was 
installed on top of the cornice in 1990. The base consists of a square tiered tapered section of ashlar cut sandstone, 
grey in colour with a projecting cornice. The east and west faces of the middle tier contain incised lettering while the 
north and south faces are devoid of lettering. The east face also has a metal access door leading to the internal 
chambers of the vent. Above the cornice sit carved Egyptian sphinxes, a pair to each face. The shaft is a tapering lime 
washed rendered brick structure with four sides. The apex is an ornamental bronze ornamental pyramid acting as the 
vent outlet. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Thornton Obelisk has stood as a permanent structure marking the park in the vista up Bathurst Street since 
1857 while the surrounding environs have been modified a number of times including; 1871-72, and in 1890 
when the obelisk was encircled by sandstone dwarf wall and iron palisade fence and then in 1908 with the 
widening of Elizabeth Street. It is the oldest structure erected in the Park. 

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Thornton Obelisk has an association with the life and works of George Thornton, Mayor of the City of 
Sydney. 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Thornton Obelisk is a rare example of Egyptian Architecture in Sydney, built as an experiment for ventilation 
of sewer systems. It has considerable value as a landmark closing the vista along Bathurst Street and prominent 
vistas along Elizabeth Street. 

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Thornton Obelisk was well recognised at the time of construction as “Thornton’s scent bottle.” It is valued by 
contemporary citizens as a landmark and part of Hyde Park. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
The Thornton Obelisk has the ability to demonstrate design and technology of major drainage projects in the 
eighteenth century and its former ventilation function. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The Thornton Obelisk is a rare architectural expression of Egyptian Architecture in Sydney adapted to embellish 
a functional structure. It is one of the oldest free standing monuments in the city. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES 
The Thornton Obelisk is a good representative example of monumental architecture and an important part of the 
group of monuments and memorials that contribute to Hyde Park special sense of place. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Thornton Obelisk, is an item of State Significance due to its aesthetic, historic and technical significance as the first 
sewer vent shaft built within NSW’s sewer system.   Erected in 1857 although now decommissioned it has continued to 
serve as a prominent landmark for the streetscape along the western boundary of Hyde Park South and as a major 
entrance point to the Park as a rare example of Egyptian architecture in Sydney. 

HISTORY: 
Erected over a sewer vent in 1857 by the Mayor, George Thornton. It is Hyde Park’s oldest surviving monument.  The 
Thornton Obelisk is based on the dimensions of Cleopatra’s Needle. It has a sandstone base, a stucco shaft with sphinx 
motifs around its base, and a decorative bronze ventilator at its apex 

RECOMMENDATION:  
The Thornton Obelisk is an item is not listed in the Central Sydney LEP 2005 but is listed under the Heritage Act as an 
item of State significance. The item should be listed in the LEP for its aesthetic, historic and technical values for the 
Central Sydney area. 
Repair and maintenance items identified in the Condition Survey of the Obelisk should be addressed. 

REFERENCE: 
NSW Heritage Office Register, (NSWHO) SHR 01642 
City of Sydney Heritage Database (CSHD), SHI No 2424612 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Park and associated reports: NSWHO SHR 01642 , CSHD SHI No 2424612 and SOM 
(Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum prepared for the City of Sydney, 
Feb 2000)  
 
 
1 

                                                 
1 City of Sydney Heritage Database    SHINumber 2424612 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item EMDEN GUN Item number 

 

S-13 

Location Plan 

 

 

Source: Photograph taken on the 13/03/06 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB 
Heritage Pty Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
The Emden Gun Memorial is located in the south eastern corner of Hyde Park South, 
at the corner of Liverpool and College Streets. The item is located within an enclosed 
area bound by an iron palisade fence.  
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of the Emden Gun is defined by the immediate footpath and fence 
around the Gun.  

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
The Emden Gun Memorial consists of a granite octagon shaped plinth supporting an iron gun orientated towards 
Oxford Street. The gun proper is composed of two different elements; a rotating mounting, and the gun proper. The 
pedestal has a wide circular plate bolted into the granite plinth with a mounting supporting the barrel of the gun 
allowing it to swivel vertically. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Emden Gun ha been located in its current location since 1917 and has a long association with the Park. It 
stands as an emblem of Australia’s earliest experience of naval warfare and victory in the battle at Cocos Island. 

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Emden Gun was taken with the SMS Emden a German battle ship after it was defeated by HMAS Sydney 
near Cocos Island early in World War I. 

C AESTHETIC AND TECHNICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Emden Gun is an intact example of an iron 4inch German Naval breach loading gun with muzzle.  

D SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
The Emden Gun has social significance through its symbolic value in representing the early development of an 

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item
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Australian naval tradition Australia during World War I and pride in the victory of the battle between HKAM 
Sydney and SMS Emden. 

E ARCHAEOLOGICAL/ RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
The Emden Gun is a valuable resource for the study of Naval Armaments. 

F COMPARATIVE CULTURAL HISTORY 
The Emden Gun is a unique souvenir from SMS Emden a German battle ship. 

G COMPARATIVE PLACES  
The Emden Gun serves as a memorial to the victory of Australia in the battle between SMS Emden and HMAS 
Sydney during World War I. It is one of a group of items in the Parks identified with important events or periods 
in building a nation. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Emden Gun is of State Significance due to its historic and social association with naval victory in World War I. It has 
aesthetic and technical value illustrating the type of military armament that was used during the early twentieth century.  
HISTORY:  
The Emden Gun was taken from the German battle ship SMS Emden, which was pursued and destroyed following a 
confrontation in 1914 with the HMAS Sydney. The assault followed the Germans’ successful raid of a communication 
base on Cocos Island, (a south east Asian island south west of Indonesia and now part of Australian territory) The 
battle’s fiftieth anniversary was commemorated in a number of states around Australia. 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Due to the level of significance of the Emden Gun and its long association with Hyde Park the monument should be 
listed as an item of State Significance and included as an individual item in the Central Sydney LEP 2005.  The item 
should be retained, restored and conserved to ensure the assessed significance is maintained. 
REFERENCE: 
Sydney Open Museum History Survey by Sydney City Council,1994 
Hyde Park South Conservation Plans for Culturally Significance Elements, McDonald McPhee, 1990 
Hyde Park Statement of Significance and Historical Analysis, Helen Proudfoot, 1987  
Hyde Park Plan of Management and Masterplan  Draft, 1989 
Note: This Statement of Significance should be read in conjunction with the related statements within this report, the 
Condition Survey for the Emden Gun and associated reports: SOM (Sydney Artefact Conservation, Maintenance 
Strategy for the Sydney Open Museum prepared for the City of Sydney, Feb 2000) 
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HYDE PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND MASTERPLAN HERITAGE 
REVIEW STUDY 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Name of item FORT MACQUARIE 

CANNON 
Item number 

 

S-12 

Location Plan 

 
Photograph taken on the 7/04/06 by Ameera Mahmood of HBO+EMTB Heritage Pty 
Ltd. 
LOCATION: 
The Fort Macquarie Cannon is located in the north eastern section of Hyde Park 
North. It is surrounded by low level planting in a semi-circular area bound by a metal 
palisade fence. 
CURTILAGE: 
The curtilage of the Fort Macquarie Cannon is set by the adjacent palisade fencing to 
the north, a section of footpath on the eastern side of College Street to the east, low 
height planting to the south and the curved palisade fence to the west. The curtilage is 
defined by the physical relationship of the fencing and vistas from College Street. 

 

 
 
 

 

OWNERSHIP: City of Sydney MANAGEMENT: City of Sydney 
DESCRIPTION: 
The Fort Macquarie Cannon is a cast iron cannon that rests on a concrete slab. The cannon is oriented to face the north 
east, pointing towards Art Gallery Road. The cannon is supported by four wheels, two to each axle supporting a 
carriage. The barrel rests on steel pins spanning across and supported by the carriage. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
A EVOLUTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Originally located at Bennelong Point as part of the fortification of Fort Macquarie where Sydney Opera House 
now stands, the Cannon dating back to its casting in Scotland in 1806 now sits in the Park as a reminder of 
Australia’s early colonial period. It is of interpretative value recording an early phase of the efforts of various 
governments to defend Sydney from seafaring attack. 

B ASSOCIATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Associated with the early fortification of Sydney Cove, and indirectly with Governor Lachlan Macquarie.  

Item Location 
 
Curtilage of Item




