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Introduction to the Round Two consultation report

Background to the Round Two Hyde Park consultation
The People for Places and Spaces (PPS) to plan and implement a comprehensive public and
stakeholder consultation program to inform the preparation of a new Plan of Management and
Masterplan for Hyde Park.
The draft Plan of Management and Masterplan was developed by Clouston Associates for the
City.
Round One of the consultation commenced in January 2006 and was completed in June 2006.
The Round One outcomes were reported in separate volumes.1

Exhibition of the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan
The draft Plan of Management and Masterplan were put on public exhibition during the period
between 11 August to 7 September, 2006. The exhibition included the following elements:

Static displays
Static displays of the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan were mounted at the City of
Sydney’s one-stop shops. People who attended the static displays were advised they could make
written comment to Council about any aspect of the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan.

Facilitated displays in Hyde Park
The City held three separate facilitated displays of the documents in Hyde Park between 11.00am
and 2.00pm on the following days:
Wednesday 16 August, 2006
Sunday 20 August, 2006
Tuesday 29th August, 2006
The facilitated displays were staffed by staff of the City of Sydney Council, Clouston Associates
and The People for Places and Spaces. Those attending the facilitated display were requested to
complete a response form, which asked the following questions:
•

What aspects of the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan do you most like?

•

What aspects do you least like?

•

Are there any other comments you wish to make?



1Hyde





An Observational User Analysis Study of Hyde Park, April 2006
Interviews with service and amenity providers, May 2006
E-mail and telephone survey of stakeholders nominated by Council, June 2006



Mail-out survey of adjacent property owners, June 2006

Park Intercept Survey. March 2006
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Introduction

Comment on the facilitated displays
The facilitated displays in Hyde Park consisted of a tent (depicted on the front cover) with display
panels that contained information about the consultation outcomes, the Tree Management Plan
and the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan.
Approximately 50 persons attended each facilitated display. This figure is approximate as the
displays were set up in such a way that people could read the panels without choosing to engage
with the facilitators, if facilitators were talking with others. Some chose to do this, while others
waited to read the panels and discuss the contents with the facilitators.
After reading the panels, most chose not to complete a written feedback form, the vast majority
declaring they were “happy” with what they reviewed on the panels.
Although attendance by members of the public at the facilitated displays is described as low, those
who did attend were positive in their response to the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan.

A note about the content of this report
Anecdotal feedback from the facilitators at the exhibition reflecting their discussions with
participants has been included in the report, as the anecdotal response from participants was so
positive. Indeed, satisfaction with the draft Plan of Management and Masterplan, and with the
Tree Management Plan was stated directly by many as a reason not to complete any written
feedback. Therefore, in the absence of abundant written feedback from the exhibition, the
anecdotal feedback has been included to ensure that the outcomes of Round Two do reflect the
positive nature of the responses of those who attended.
This report contains the following information:




Analysis of the written feedback from the Round Two facilitated displays
A report of anecdotal feedback from those who attended the Hyde Park exhibition, provided
by those who facilitated the exhibition
Analysis of the written submissions received by Council in response to the draft Plan of
Management and Masterplan.

A summary table of the main findings follows.
This is followed by the outcomes of the facilitated displays (written and anecdotal) plus the
written submissions to Council.
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The major themes that emerged from particular stakeholders

Written feedback by
participants

Participants
comments received
by facilitators
Aboriginal Housing
Company – Letter
Aids Trust of
Australia – Letter
Australian Museum –
Letter
Australian Olympic
committee – Letter

Edmund Rice Centre
– Letter
The Returned and
Services League of
Australia – Letter
The Trustees of the
Anzac Memorial –
Letter



The Premier’s
Department of NSW
John Baptist Fountain
Letters (4)





Individual letters (5)
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Maintain long
standing events like
the Food and Wine
event and Australia
Day

iv



Minimise impact of
events in the Park

The Park should not
have too many
memorials

Support for Dellit’s
water cascade
feature

Suggested
amendments to the
Plan of Management
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Participants
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Individual letters –
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Positive response to
the Tree
Management Plan







Do not relocate the
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Tree management is
critical











Major themes that emerged from particular stakeholders

Restoration of John
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Written feedback by
participants

Participants
comments received
by facilitators
Aboriginal Housing
Company – letter
Aids Trust of
Australia – letter
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Edmund Rice Centre
– letter
The Returned and
Services League of
Australia - letter
The Trustees of the
Anzac Memorial –
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Individual letters (5)

v



More public
amenities near the
memorial

vi



Support for
landscape changes
that define the
ANZAC Memorial’s
curtilage

Major themes that emerged from particular stakeholders

Written feedback
by participants

Participants
comments received
by facilitators
Aboriginal Housing
Company – letter
Aids Trust of
Australia – letter
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– letter
Australian Olympic
committee – letter
Edmund Rice
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The Returned and
Services League of
Australia - letter
The Trustees of the
Anzac Memorial –
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The Premier’s
Department of
NSW
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Fountain letters (4)
Individual letters (5)

Written feedback from exhibition
participants

Written feedback from exhibition participants

What aspects of the draft plans do you
support?

Theme

Number of comments

Ambitious plan that will look good

5

Tree management the most critical aspect

3

Thought out with regards to the Park’s origins and future uses

2

Single comments

5

Total

15

Discussion of themes
Ambitious plan that will look good – 5 comments
Respondents stated they were happy with the plan and although one stated it is rather
ambitious but it should have a great outcome.

Tree management most critical aspect – 3 comments
Respondents considered management of the trees as the most critical part of the Plan of
Management. They wanted to ensure the tree management plan considered the visual impact
it will have on the Park

Planned with regard to the Park’s origins and future uses – 2 comments
The Plan of Management was supported by these respondents because it had been planned
with respect to the Park’s origins and future uses and would maintain the cultural aspects and
formal landscaping currently in the Park.

Single comments

•
•

All obviously long term value to the Park and Sydney
A safer Park at night
The plan highlights lots of things about the Park I didn’t know about, so the visitor
interpretation proposal is good – why not duplicate it in Hyde Park South?
To see the original plan brought to exhibition
I support all the draft plans so long as it is done well, good luck!

•

History education would be good to be enforced

•

I would like to see toilets, bubblers, lots of seats and maintenance of the chess board

•
•
•
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Written feedback from exhibition participants

What aspects of the draft plans do you not
support?
There were virtually no negative comments about the draft Plan of Management and
Masterplan.

Single comments
•

Elevated large walkway between South and North Hyde Park

•

There is no mention in the summaries of improved signage in the Park both to Park
features and Sydney landmarks and public transport. I regularly answer questions about
directions from disoriented tourists.

Other comments made
Discussion of themes
Connect Hyde Park to the Domain – 2 comments
Hyde Park to have a better connection to the Domain. One suggested a direct road crossing
between the two as it currently takes too long to cross the road.

Single comments
•

Integrate with Cook and Phillip Park

•

Look forward to seeing the plan bear fruit

•

Petanque pitches, skaters facilities

•

Suggest an icon tree from our time be included. The Wollomi Pine be planted in a
prominent location

•

Indigenous education – about who lived here before white settlement. Is this covered? I
would like it to be looking at flow of people/traffic to domain

•

Maintain aspects of Park creating an oasis in the middle of the city is one I greatly approve
of, so future generations can enjoy it

•

Fewer ibis

•

Great challenge, which deserves (and gets?) full financial support of the central/local
government

•

We are lucky country and it is nice to know you have good people within the local council
here in the City of Sydney
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Written feedback from exhibition participants

The participants
Gender
Gender

Number of respondents

Percentage of respondents

Male

5

45

Female

6

55

Total

11

100

Age Group
Age group

Number of respondents

Percentage of respondents

15-21

0

0

22-35

2

20

36-49

2

20

50-64

4

40

65-79

1

10

80+

1

10

Total

10

100
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Written feedback from exhibition participants

The participants cont’d
Postcode
Postcode and area

Number of respondents

Percentage of respondents

2010 – Darlinghurst, Surry Hills

2

18

2101 – Elanora Heights,
Ingleside, Narrabeen

2

18

2015 – Alexandria, Beaconsfield,
Eveleigh

1

9

2052 – University of New South
Wales

1

9

2560 – Campbelltown

1

9

2291 – Merewether

1

9

2089 – Neutral Bay

1

9

2000 – Millers Point

1

9

Overseas

1

9

Total

9

100
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Anecdotal comments received by
exhibition personnel from visitors who
did not complete a written response

Anecdotal comments
The following anecdotal comments were received by personnel who staffed the exhibition,
during discussions with participants who stated they did not wish to complete a written
feedback form.
They have been included as they provide a representation of the participants’ disposition
towards the draft Masterplan and Plan of Management. The anecdotal comments received
were overwhelmingly positive.

The Tree Management Plan
The City’s Aboricultural Services Manager
Below is a summary of anecdotal comments received during the exhibition of the draft Plan of
Management and Masterplan by staff from the City’s Arboricultural Services Manager and Tree
Services Coordinator.
There was predominantly understanding and support from the community for the tree removal
and replacement program, as set out in the Tree Management Plan
The most common questions posed by participants were:
•
•
•

what type of tree will be planted?
how large will they be and
when will the works start?

Other key issues related to the types of diseases and how easily they spread and the problems
with the soil.
Once people were given a detailed explanation, there was acceptance and sadness that it had
to happen. Most commented that they understood all trees have a finite lifespan and that they
would have to be replaced at some stage.
The City’s arboreal staff advised that numerous phone calls have been taken by from people
wondering when the works will start, as they would like to take photographs of the before and
after. It was also suggested that the City hold a photograph competition for the community,
which is something we are pursuing now.

Clouston and Associates – Landscape Architects
Below is a summary of anecdotal comments received during the exhibition of the draft Plan of
Management and Masterplan by staff from the landscape architect Clouston Associates Pty Ltd.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Trees were the highest issue raised by visitors to the exhibition
Most people understood the need for removals due to disease
People were interested in when the trees would be removed.
A few people commented that they would like to see the fairy lights kept in the new trees.
Generally people supported the block replacement strategy, particularly based on the fact
that advanced trees were being proposed as replacements.
Generally people supported the Hills Figs as the preferred replacement species.
One person did not support the proposed method of replacement and felt a better
solution should be investigated.
Two respondents commented on the new views opened up to St Mary’s Cathedral since
the removal of trees.
9

Anecdotal comments

General Feedback about the draft Plan of Management
and Master Plan
Feedback was positive with most people interested in what was being proposed and supportive
of the upgrade works.
Prior Understanding of the Project:
•

•

A high percentage of people were aware of the proposed tree removals (due to disease)
from the wide media coverage but fewer were aware of the Draft Plan of Management and
Masterplan.
Some were aware of the proposal for the water cascade proposed for Hyde Park South
due to media coverage.

Other Issues Raised
•
•
•
•

How much will the upgrades cost?
When will the work begin?
What will be the first upgrades?
One person inquired about the possible bridge connection between the north and south.

In summary, the overwhelming majority of anecdotal comments by visitors to the exhibiton of
the Draft Plan of Management and Masterplan were supportive of each and of the Tree
Management Plan.
•
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The Written Submissions from
Organisations
Aboriginal Housing Company
Aids Trust of Australia
Australian Museum
Australian Olympic Committee
Edmund Rice Centre
The Returned and Services League of Australia
The Trustees of the ANZAC Memorial Building
The Premier’s Department of NSW

Aboriginal Housing Company
Council received a brief submission from the Aboriginal Housing Company, they have
requested more time to respond to the draft plan of management. Their current submission
raised the following issue;

Inclusion of an aboriginal statue
Council should consider the inclusion of an Aboriginal statue maybe Pemulwuy, or even a
memorial to the Gadigal clan who were killed off by small pox.

13

Hi Monica
Mick has asked me to e-mail you regarding the City of Sydney’s draft Hyde Park Plan
of Management and Masterplan. He would like to put in a submission idea. I
understand that today is the closing date. His submission will be brief. On behalf of
the Aboriginal community he would ask that the Council consider the inclusion of an
Aboriginal statue maybe Pemulwuy. Or even a memorial to the Gadigal clan who
where killed off by small pox. Thank you for considering our submission.
Regards, Peter Vallis on behalf of Mick Mundine
Chief Executive Officer or the Aboriginal Housing Company
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The Aids Trust of Australia
Council received a submission from the Aids Trust of Australia. Summary points from the
submission include the following issues.

Support for the draft Plan of Management
The Aids Trust of Australia supports the draft Plan of Management and recognises the Park’s
cultural and heritage significance as a major icon in the city of villages.

Minimizing the impact of events in the Park
The Aids Trust has tried to ensure that events have minimal impact on the natural environment
through logistical planning, respecting tree and plant health and limiting vehicles within the Park.
This year they will be adding ‘eco-police’ to ensure visitors respect the natural environment.

Maintain long standing established events like the Food and Wine Fair
The Aids trust expressed concern that Council’s wishes to retain clear views along and across
the main avenue might effect events such as the Food and Wine Fair that utilise the area
around the Archibald Fountain. They wanted to ensure that the Food and Wine fair would
maintain the number of stalls it has had in previous years as this event is a vital fundraiser for the
Aids Trust.
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The Australian Museum
Council received a submission from the Australian Museum. Summary points from the
submission include the following issues.

The draft Plan of Management
The Museum has no specific comment on the draft Plan of Management.

Council should provide continuing opportunities for ongoing consultation
As a key stakeholder in the Hyde Park Precinct the Australian Museum appreciates being invited
to comment on the draft and hopes that there will be more opportunities to comment on the
Park, particularly in regard to tree planting and event planning. The submission received stated
that “consideration be given to establishing an appropriate and effective mechanism to facilitate
this stakeholder input.”
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Australian Olympic Committee
Council received a submission from the Australian Olympic Committee. Summary points from
the submission include the following issues

The removal of the Olympic Memorial plaque from the ANZAC Memorial
The Australian Olympic Committee expressed concerns that the draft Plan of Management
does not include the Olympic memorial. They were informed by the Councils’ project office
that the development of Dellit’s cascade water feature would impact on the Olympic Plaque
and it would have to be removed.

Lack of consultation with regards to the Olympic Memorial Plaque
The Olympic Memorial plaque is a sensitive issues and the Australian Olympic Committee
stated that they are “baffled by the lack of consultation from the City of Sydney.”
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Edmund Rice Centre
Council received a submission from the Edmund Rice Centre. Summary points from the
submission include the following issues

Recognition of Aboriginal Heritage
Whilst there is a large statue of Captain Cook in the park to recognise the coming of European
settlers to Australia, there is nothing to honour in any significant way the original inhabitants of
the land. The Centre seeks appropriate recognition of Aboriginal people in any redevelopment.
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The Returned and Services League of Australia
Council received a submission from the Returned Services League of Australia. Summary points
from the submission include the following issues.

Support for Dellit’s water cascade
The Returned and Services League of Australia support the proposed water cascade in Hyde
Park because it will fulfil the original vision for the ANZAC Memorial.

The removal of the Olympic Memorial plaque
The Returned and Services League of Australia expressed concern that the Olympic Memorial
Plaque has not been included in the draft plan of Management, and requests that the plaque be
included in the new plan before Council.
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The Trustee of the Anzac Memorial Building
Council received a submission from the Trustee of the Anzac Memorial Building. Summary
points from the submission include the following issues.

Support for the draft Plan of Management
The document has considered the issues and recommendations of the ANZAC Memorial
conservation management plan (CMP) and acknowledges the cultural significance of the
Memorial and its role as a key focal point within Hyde Park

Amendments to the draft Plan of Management document
The submission from the Trustee of the Anzac Memorial Building identified a number of
amendments to the draft Plan of Management, these have been highlighted in yellow in the
submission for consideration.

Support for landscape changes that better define the memorials curtilage
Landscape changes such as relocating existing Lone Pine Trees to re-establish a clearer view of
the memorial is a positive proposal

The construction of Dellit’s water cascade feature
This is supported and should be developed in close liaison with the Trustees of the Memorial.
It’s construction by November 200 would be a significant commemoration milestone for the
75th anniversary of the construction of the Memorial.

More public amenities near the ANZAC memorial
This is essential to service the increased number of visitors to the memorial and there is no
space within the Memorial to accommodate these requirements.

The Park should not become a depository for monuments
This statement fits in with the Trustee’s attitude in this regard so as not to dilute the impact,
sanctity and significance of the memorial.

Security improvements after hours
The ANZAC memorial remains a target for vandalism including regular graffiti attacks. Security
improvements after hours require more frequent patrolling, CCTV and lighting upgrades.

Comments not exhaustive
The Trust stated that there is a need for continuing the close liaison and collaboration between
the Trustee of the Memorial and the Hyde Park Trust through the City of Sydney Council.
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Premier’s Department New South Wales
Council received a submission from the Premier’s Department of New South Wales, Office of
Protocol and Special Events. Summary points from the submission include the following issues.

Support for the Draft Plan of Management
The draft Plan of Management recognises the value of events to the Park such as Australia Day,
which is organised by the Office of Protocol and Special Events.

Security, Safety and Crime Prevention – page 56, PW 29
The Premier’s Department support the plan to review lighting and CCTV in the Park.

Public Events Management - page 57, PW 31
The Premier’s Department support the development of a Public Events Management Policy for
Hyde Park.

Location Principles – page 57, PW 31
The Premier’s department suggested some paved areas that would be able to support the large
volume of stalls required in a large public event.

Protecting Heritage Curtilages – page 57, PW 31
Whilst the design of the Park in relation to the key surrounding buildings should be maintained,
there should be a degree of flexibility for large scale events such as Australia Day.

Permanent Works and Services – page 58, PW 31
The permanent installation of water, sewer and 3 phase power was greatly encouraged by the
Premier’s Department to minimise the impact of the installation of temporary services.

Stalls – page 58, PW 31
The Premier’s Department suggested the use of grass areas for stalls and/or bar areas, with
appropriate protective flooring.

Toilets – page 58, PW 31
The Premier’s Department supported the toilet placements that are consistent with the
proposed sewage lines on the Event Management Map.

Vehicle access – page 59, PW 31
The Australia Day Operations Centre has for the past two years been located in the northeast
corner in the Park in Precinct 2. The Premier’s Department propose that this area be
designated as one of the defined vehicle entries. Vehicle access in this area should be
investigated in consultation with the Premier’s Department.

Support/Back of House – page 59. PW 31
The Premier’s Department proposed that the British Lawn be designated as an event support
area.
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Submissions about the John Baptist
Fountain
Carolyn Chown
Colleen Morris
Alexander Haege
Jean Baptist Uttley

The John Baptist Fountain
Four submissions were received that expressed concerns over the future of the John Baptist
Fountain. These submissions have been analysed and coded into themes and are discussed in
the table below and the following pages. The original letters have been included from page 35
to page 51.

Themes

Number of Comments

The historical significance of the Fountain

4

The fountain should be restored

4

Errors in the draft plan of management concerning the John Baptist
Fountain

3

The oldest fountain in Australia

3

Do not relocate the fountain away from Hyde Park

3

The Fountain’s current placement

1

The Fountain’s original location

1

Where is the top of the Fountain?

1

Total

18

Discussion of the themes
The historical significance of the Fountain – 4 comments
The fountain has significant heritage value as part of the early history of Hyde Park and to those
citizens who supported its development. The trustees of John Baptists’ estate donated the
fountain just ten years after Hyde Park had been declared for public recreation, at a time when
it did not have a fountain. It was also the same year Sydney was celebrating the centenary of
European settlement. The fountain is very much a part of the history of Hyde Park.

The fountain should be restored – 4 comments
The John Baptist should be restored into its original condition, this will give some heart back to
this sad and neglected part of Hyde Park and pleasure to the people of Sydney who sit around
the Fountain or walk past it. One respondent commented that they have been trying for
several years to contribute money to its restoration and despite talks with Mayors, Councillors
and Council officers this has come to no avail. The respondent stated that they have a quote
to restore the fountain and their family is willing to contribute one third of the cost if the
Council will pay the other two thirds.
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The John Baptist Fountain

Discussion of the themes… cont’d
Errors in the draft Plan of Management concerning the John Baptist Fountain – 3
comments
The draft plan of management states that the Baptist Fountain came from Redfern Park, this is
incorrect. The fountain was originally in Baptist Gardens and was then donated to Hyde Park
by John Baptist Jnr in 1888.

The oldest fountain in Australia – 3 comments
The Baptist Fountains, the one in Redfern Park and the other in Hyde Park are possibly the
oldest Fountains in Australia. The one situated in Hyde Park is very like to be the oldest
Fountain in a public park and possibly a private garden in Sydney. This is a serious reason to
keep the fountain and renovate it from its current state.

Do not relocate the Fountain away from Hyde Park- 3 comment
The draft Plan of Management suggests that the fountain be relocated, the fountain is an integral
part of north western Hyde Park, predating most of what surrounds it. If the fountain were to
be moved out of Hyde Park it would diminish both the history of the Park and the history of
the fountain.

The Fountains’ current placement – 1 comment
The early 20th Century placement of the fountain in the middle of a lawn area is not ideal and
does not adhere to accepted 19th century practices, which was to place fountains at the
intersection or convergence of paths.

The Fountains’ original location – 1 comment
The fountain was not installed in its current location at the time of donation but was positioned
near the bandstand, on the eastern side of the Park in the area now occupied by Sandringham
Gardens.

Where is the top of the Fountain? – 1 comment
We were assured that the top of the fountain, which broke off in 1988-1990, had been place in
storage. In my discussions with Councillor Black, he had told me that it cannot be found. I
would urge Council to contact former staff members of South Sydney Council, who managed
SCC parks for some time, who may know where it is stored.
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The John Baptist Fountain Submissions
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Letter 1 – Dated 17th August 1888
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Letter 1 cont’d
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Letter 2 – Dated 7th September 1888
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Letter 3 – Dated 10th September 1888
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Letter 4 – Dated 11th June 1890
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Letter 5 – Dated 1st August 1890
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Summary of Individual Letters

Summary of Five individual letters - Themes
Don’t clutter the Park with extra monuments, statues or water features – 3
comments
These respondents requested that Hyde Park does not become over cluttered with too many
extra monuments, statues or water features and they agreed with the Plans removal of the
Busby Bore sculpture. The proposed water feature along the pathway leading to Liverpool
Street was considered unnecessary because of the much-liked water features in the Park such
as the Archibald Fountain and the Pool of Remembrance. One respondent also commented
that the F. J. Walker Fountain should be taken out of the Park.

The Plan of Management involves no major change – 1 comment
The Plan of Management is not suggesting a radical makeover or any major change, the Plan
enables Hyde Park to remain a Park with it’s 19th Century design values preserved.

New Statue – 1 comment
A stature on the corner of Elizabeth and Park to ‘counter balance the Cook statue. What
about a sculpture of Frank Sartor, possible one foot perched on the head of Town Clerk Leon
Carter, OAM etc., glancing down the road towards Town Hall wondering ‘what are they doing
now?”

The Park should contain a symbolic reminder of the Aboriginal ownership of the
land – 1 comment
While Hyde Park currently enshrines the courage and losses of Australia’s defenders and its
gardens express the unique nature and strong sense of place there is no recognition of its
aboriginal heritage. It would be appropriate to consult the traditional owners, survivors of Eora
Nation, representative, aboriginal story tellers, scholars and holders of traditional knowledge to
discuss a fitting symbolic reminder of Aboriginal ownership of this land.

Other single comments
•

Hyde Park as a complete drug and cigarette free zone

•

Add some benches on grassy areas

•

Add some more water feature. The fountain is the jewel in the crown

•

A modern enclosed playground in the south side of Hyde Park
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