
. Our extensive grants program is available for a range of projects including community services and creative grants, food and business sector support, accommodation grants and much more. 

Two of the three Oxford Street 
blocks owned by the City have 
been restored and repurposed  
and there is another one to go. 
It reinforces our commitment to 
restore the area as a popular and 
iconic LGBTIQA+ and creative 
precinct, buzzing with activity day 
and night. 
In February, we marched up the 
street in the 48th Sydney Gay 
and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade, 
this time with over 200 floats and 
12,000 marchers all successfully 
negotiating our new separated 
cycleway.
AsheMorgan’s $300 million 
development is seeing the 
restoration of many of the 
shopfronts across the northern side 
of Oxford Street between Hyde Park 
and Taylor Square.
Award-winning architect and FJC 
design director Richard Francis-
Jones has integrated heritage and 
soaring architectural forms to 
create sustainable and inspiring 
places for people to work and enjoy 
themselves. It will bring hundreds 
of jobs to the area and help 
reinvigorate street life.

The 48th Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras 
festival returned for two weeks of community 
events, dance parties, theatre, music, art and  
the Mardi Gras Parade. It was a chance to 
celebrate with our rainbow communities and 
champion equality and human rights. The theme 
this year was Ecstatica, a rallying call reminding 
us that joy is not only a feeling but a powerful 
message of defiance. We are proud to support 
Mardi Gras and LGBTIQA+ communities each year, 
flying the Progress Flag over Town Hall, entering 
large floats in the world-famous Mardi Gras Parade  
and contributing funding. Over recent years,  
we committed nearly $1.6 million in cash and  
in-kind support for the Festival through to 2027.

We’re flipping the script to supercharge outdoor dining. We have proposed important changes to our successful outdoor 
dining program. We’ve removed fees and we’re cutting leftover red tape to support businesses. We want to ensure the city 
continues to have thriving outdoor dining spaces while maintaining sufficient space for others, including people with disability, 
those pushing prams or people with limited mobility. Changes will also make the application process easier and quicker, allow 
patrons to stand while drinking without a table or shelf, allow dining on both sides of a clear path of travel if space permits, enable 
greening with permanent planter boxes and pots in seating areas, remove the need for deposits and rental fees, increase business 
certainty with up to five-year approvals, and allow businesses to set up outside adjacent properties, following consultation by the 
City. The future of outdoor dining in Sydney is bright! 

Supporting our community in delivering 
their projects to get off the ground is 
one of the most important things we 
do, particularly given current economic 
pressures. We have reviewed our grants 
policy and guidelines. Changes include 
more time for applicants to plan, a 
simpler process, and better support and 
feedback. This financial year, through 
the grants program, the City expects  
to proudly provide nearly $30m in cash 
and value in kind. Our extensive grants 
program is available for a range  
of projects including community services 
and creative grants, food and business 
sector support, accommodation grants 
and much more.

A NEW ERA ALONG OXFORD STREET
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HONOURING CULTURE, CELEBRATING COMMUNITY

Yabun 2026 was held on Gadigal land 
in Victoria Park on 26 January. Yabun, 
meaning “music to a beat” in the 
Gadigal language, is Australia’s biggest 
one-day gathering of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures. Crowds 
continue to grow for this event, 
made possible by the fantastic work 
of the Gadigal Information Service. 
This year’s program included Baker 
Boy, Emma Donovan and Budjerah. 
The City’s support ensures Yabun 
remains a powerful platform for 
Aboriginal cultural celebration and 
connection for all of the community.

Sydney Lunar Festival is a powerful 
reminder of what Sydney does best – 
bringing thousands of people together 
to celebrate culture and community. 
This year was Sydney’s 30th Lunar 
Festival and for 16 days we made it an 
extra special and even bigger celebration 
with over 70 events. Many favourites 
returned including Sydney Lunar Streets 
which extended into Thaitown, striking 
street banners, a fire horse installation 
on Dixon Street, a horse galloping across 
light rail carriages, and a 43-metre 
lunar lantern installation in Haymarket. 
The Fire Horse charges forward with 
conviction. Those born in the Year of 
the Fire Horse are believed to be bold 
and independent, with a strong will to 
succeed. May we all meet our most 
complex challenges this year with the 
same bold spirit and conviction of the 
Fire Horse.

 CELEBRATING YABUN 2026 

OUR ALFRESCO REVOLUTION IS HERE TO STAY

Councillor Robert Kok and Lord Mayor Clover Moore celebrating Sydney Lunar Festival. Image: Nick Langley

Clover with the City of Sydney Trans Pride Float

COUNCIL SUPPORTS PEACEFUL PROTEST
Town Hall has always been a gathering point for peaceful democratic protests of all kinds, so the violent clashes 
between police and protesters on 9 February were shocking and distressing. The scenes that unfolded did not 
look like our city at all. Our city promotes acceptance for all our peoples from many multicultural backgrounds to 
express themselves peacefully. Both our State and Federal governments have rightly committed to addressing the 
rise in Antisemitism and Islamophobia in our communities, but we must be careful not to erode civil rights or chill 
genuine protest in the process. Council welcomes the decision of the Law Enforcement Conduct Commission 
to investigate police actions at Town Hall on 9 February and urges the NSW Government to review and repeal 
those laws that stifle legitimate peaceful protest.

The City’s long-term vision is for a 
greener Oxford Street with slowed 
traffic, improved pedestrian 
activity and cycling, and more and 
better public spaces. We want 
the strip to be both a destination 
and workplace for culture and 
creatives, much of it in the street’s 
heritage buildings. 
Alongside Oxford Street, we are 
consulting with the community 
on including the National Arts 
School and QTOPIA as Special 
Entertainment Precincts. This 
will unlock further incentives for 
businesses and the area’s culture 
and nightlife.

The new Taylor Square Markets  
and Oxford Street cycleway are 
successful and welcome additions, 
and our supercharged outdoor dining 
program is all part of the long-term 
vision being realised.
There’s more to come this year  
with our Art & About program 
featuring installations, performances, 
theatre works, dance showcases  
and workshops in this precinct.

Lord Mayor of Sydney  
Clover Moore AO

A heritage icon re‑imagined. Oxford&Foley is a landmark development in the emerging Cultural and Creative Precinct

We support busking and continue to be one of 
the most permissive city centres in Australia for 
busking. Last year we reviewed our Sydney Busking 
Policy and Code and sought community feedback. We 
respect the opinions of our busking community so 
throughout December and January online and in-person 
consultation provided buskers with another opportunity 
to suggest new sites and share feedback. We’ve 
listened to our busking community and amended 
conditions to allow more busking sites across the 
city, included safety guidance for buskers around light 
rail, made the Code simpler to understand, and are 
developing an online resource to support buskers. We 
are also working with Placemaking NSW to better align 
busking programs across Barangaroo, The Rocks and 
Circular Quay. The latest Policy and Code will go to 
Council for approval soon.

Image: Jessica Lindsay
Grand Days Books, Records & Vintage host events  
with the help of a night-time diversification grant

THROUGHOUT SUMMER, THE CITY HAS COME ALIVE WITH JOYFUL GATHERINGS  

OF OUR COMMUNITIES AND CULTURES. WE PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PROVIDING  

                   OPPORTUNITIES AND SPACE FOR PEOPLE TO COME TOGETHER AND BUILD  

                   CONNECTIONS. HERE ARE SOME OF OUR MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENTS.

 THE FIRE HORSE CHARGES
Image: Nick LangleyLord Mayor Clover Moore and Alex Greenwich MP float

LISTENING TO OUR BUSKING COMMUNITY

Outdoor dining on Crown Street Image: Nick LangleyImage: Nick LangleyImage: Nick LangleyImage: Nick Langley

Busker on George Street Image: Dion GeorgopouloImage: Dion Georgopoulo
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Corroboree Ground at Yabun 2026 Image: Joseph MayersImage: Joseph Mayers



EV charger in Dawes Point Image: Nick Langley

NEW SHARE BIKE 
REGULATIONS
The NSW Government has released draft regulations to help 

better manage share bike operators and use. Some of the 

regulations are welcome, such as the ability to designate 

and enforce no-go and go-slow zones, mandatory helmets 

and device standards. However, the City is concerned 

the Government hasn’t gone far enough to limit the 

number of operators and bikes in our area; to make it 

clear that it will cancel its approval of operators that 

don’t meet expectations; to manage poorly parked or 

toppled bikes; and to deliver fair funding directly from 

operators to councils for more bike parking infrastructure, 

including much needed docks in high-demand areas. 

The regulations are currently on exhibition for feedback, 

and the City submission will explain how with the right 

NSW Government leadership, funding for councils and 

enforcement powers, the system can be safe, easy to use 

and protect public amenity for the whole community.

To support the expansion of the Pyrmont-Ultimo precinct the City will continue to work with the NSW Government to ensure 

new housing is supported by recreation spaces such as returning Wentworth Park as public open space, better transport 

connections and a continuous harbourside promenade connecting through to the city. We can accommodate exciting new 

developments and growth, while ensuring this area becomes an even better place to live, work and visit.

AND EXTENDING HARBOUR 

FORESHORE ACCESS FOR ALL

 

WENTWORTH PARK  

IS RETURNED TO US

The new Fish Market has transformed Blackwattle Bay into a thriving public space for locals and tourists. Architectural 

excellence was pivotal to this project and the City’s Chief Planner, Executive Director City Planning, Development 

and Transport Graham Jahn AM, was highly involved over 8 years in the Evaluation Committee, Design Review Panel 

and Design Integrity Panel. Over the next decade, through careful planning and collaboration, this precinct will boom with 

thousands of new jobs and homes. To accommodate this growth the City’s rezoning of Pyrmont-Ultimo, to align with the 

Government’s Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy, will allow for up to 4,800 homes and 27,000 jobs, and result in a $5 billion 

boost in economic output for the area.

Amphitheatre staircase, Sydney Fish Market

Image: Nick Langley

Wentworth Park artist impression

 

URBAN RENEWAL OF BLACKWATTLE BAY A BIG BOOST FOR
RECREATION SPACE IN OUR CITY

THE NEW SYDNEY FISH MARKET –  

ANOTHER WONDERFUL VENUE FOR OUR CITY

 

AND A NEW MUSEUM IN OUR CITY

Glebe Foreshore Parks Image: Jacquie Manning

Aligned with the new Fish Markets and at a time when Sydney desperately needs more housing and open space to support 

residents living in high densities, we welcome the Premier’s announcement that Wentworth Park will be returned to public 

parkland and greyhound racing will end at this venue in 2027. In 2022, the City led a community engagement process, supported 

by the NSW Government, to develop A community vision for Wentworth Park. The community made clear it wants a green space 

connected to nature, and a place for sport and play that is easy to access and move through. This community vision and structure 

plan will guide long-term decision making and help staged improvements over time to provide a unified and beautiful park 

that meets community needs.

EXPANDING OUR 
EV CHARGING SITES
We have significantly expanded our electric vehicle (EV) 

infrastructure across the city. The NSW Government has 

provided grant funding to operators for the installation of 

46 new electric vehicle charging points. As a result of this 

funding round, 10 new EV charging locations were installed in 

November, providing an additional 20 new charge points across 

Alexandria, Centennial Park, Erskineville, Pyrmont, Redfern and 

Surry Hills. And we’re not stopping there — more sites are 

coming soon in Centennial Park, Chippendale, Darlinghurst, 

Erskineville, Glebe, Rosebery, Redfern and Waterloo. These 

additional locations join our existing network of 27 locations 

and 53 charge points across the City. Explore EV charging 

locations in our area by visiting www.plugshare.com

Ash Ambihaipahar, Federal Member for Barton, Dr Stephen Li, Councillor Robert Kok,  

Daphne Lowe Kelley, MOCA Chair, Zhi Soon, Federal member for Banks. Sally Sitou, Federal 

member for Reid, Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, Tanya Plibersek, 

Federal member for Sydney and Peter Cai, CEO of MOCA at the opening of the museum.

The City shared the honour of opening the Museum of Chinese in Australia (MOCA) alongside Prime Minister Anthony 

Albanese. The museum is the realisation of a long-held vision to create a cultural hub preserving Chinese history and 

contributes significantly to our work revitalising Haymarket and Chinatown. In addition to providing the building, the City 

of Sydney is supporting the museum with a rental subsidy. Now we have a place where people of all nationalities can 

study and conserve the history and culture of Chinese people in Australia.

Share bike parking Image: Chris Southwood

Image: Nick Langley

Fish Market tour with Graham Jahn 

and BVN Architects

LEADING THE WAY IN SUSTAINABILITY
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MORE OF MOORE PARK

The NSW Government has released plans for the conversion of nine holes of Moore Park Golf course to public open space.  

The plans propose a $50 million investment to create 20 hectares of new public parkland, sports facilities and a path network, 

plus a minimum 9‑hole public golf course, 90-bay driving range and a short-form (mini) golf course. Our submission to the NSW 

Government supports providing more passive recreation space to meet the needs of Sydney’s growing population, especially in 

the South Sydney and Green Square urban renewal areas. We recommend access to the parkland by removing the existing fencing 

where possible and creating a well-lit pathway network and connection to Centennial Park. We welcome plans for increased canopy 

cover, wildlife and habitat zones, a playground and sports field. We also support better connections from surrounding neighbourhoods 

to the new park, and a new active transport bridge near the south-east corner of Moore Park to prioritise walking and cycling. The City 

of Sydney is ready to help shape plans and activate these spaces once they are made public. 

An artist’s impression released as part of the draft Moore Park South Establishment Plan Image: Mark Gerada


