
Last year the City’s Local Planning Panel rejected an application to redevelop a boarding house on Selwyn Street in Paddington on the 

basis it did not retain existing affordable rental housing. The owner appealed the decision in the NSW Land and Environment Court,  

but last month the court sided with the City, so our decision to protect the boarding house stands. While we welcome that outcome, it has 

unfortunately come too late for the residents of Selwyn Street who have had to leave their homes. We are hopeful the decision will set a 

valuable precedent that stops the loss of affordable and diverse forms of accommodation to private residential development across the state.  

The NSW Government needs to urgently implement the recommendations from the statutory review of the Boarding Houses Act. This would 

empower councils to reject applications that currently result in significant loss of boarding house and low-income accommodation.

The community gathered in June to recognise the 50th anniversary of the historic Woolloomooloo tripartite agreement, officially signed on 

27 June 1975. This groundbreaking commitment, made between the City of Sydney, the NSW Government and the Australian Government, 

protected peoples’ housing from redevelopment and created new public housing in Woolloomooloo. The agreement arose from grassroots 

community action in the face of redevelopment pressures. Local public housing residents and low-income workers came together to defend their 

homes and their right to stay in the neighbourhood. Their courage and determination paved the way for a more inclusive approach to city 

planning and urban renewal. Supporters included Jack Mundey and The Builders Labourers Federation.
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OUR BUDGET: A MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR 
COMMITMENT TO URBAN TRANSFORMATION  
AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Following extensive consultation and planning, Council has adopted a new financial year budget 
and long-term financial plan. 

Lord Mayor of Sydney  
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September 2025 

We have earmarked $2.7 billion in 
projects to increase open space and 
invest in community infrastructure, 
urban transformation and new 
facilities over the next 10 years.

Major items include beginning 
Town Hall Square, waiving fees 
for outdoor dining and community 
groups booking venues, and boosting 
cleansing services across the city.

We are pulling all levers to meet the 
needs of our changing and growing 
communities. This budget reflects our 
commitment to a more sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient city that is the best 
possible place to live, work and visit. 

On behalf of Sydney businesses and 
residents, the City maintains a strong 
financial position with a responsible 
and sustainable operating and capital 

During the 90s, the City was on the brink of 
bankruptcy. Since I have been elected, my 
teams and I have delivered strong financial 
results every year, all of which have 
received unqualified positive audits. 

Our budget funds a $2.7 billion 10-year 
capital works program and allows 
us to provide quality services whilst 
keeping our rates among the lowest in 
metropolitan Sydney – including free 
rates for pensioners – and despite the 
pandemic and recovery challenges over 
the last five years, the City of Sydney has 
maintained a healthy financial position.

ROSEBERY ENGINE YARDS WIN  
LORD MAYOR’S ARCHITECTURE PRIZE
This unique collection of side-by-side brick factories and industrial 
sheds built between 1921 and 1940 housed engine works, electrical 
gear and household appliance making and textile weaving mills for 
specialised products such as Dri-Glo towels. 

The complex has now been transformed to operate as one precinct.  
A central pedestrian spine connects tenanted spaces. Cross-
connections to the surrounding streets invite neighbours to enter  
the spaces which were formerly off limits. Top-lit showrooms and 
shops provide natural light, and the whole effect is a wonderful, 
welcoming urban experience with a sense of industrial discovery.

From a sustainable embodied carbon aspect, the least was done to 
make the biggest design difference. The result is an extraordinarily 
skilful handling in patching, opening up and scraping back to create 
an interesting and cohesive experience for workers and visitors,  
whilst activating the neighbourhood.

budget of more than $900 million for this 
financial year.

This will include more than $631 million 
to operate and maintain venues, parks 
and public spaces, as well as extending 
essential services such as cleansing 
and resource recovery including 
waste collection, street cleansing and 
removing illegally dumped goods.

Our 2025/26 capital works budget funds 
more than 400 projects, including a 
significant heritage lighting upgrade in 
Hyde Park, the adaptive reuse of the 
Sydney Park brick kilns, delivery of a 
major new park in Green Square and 
a new recreation and sports centre in 
Alexandria. 

We will also invest more than $29 million 
via our grants program.

In 1962, when the 26-storey 33 Alfred Street was opened by Prime Minister 

Sir Robert Menzies, the former AMP Building was considered Sydney’s 

first skyscraper. From about 2013, when this restoration and development 

was first mooted, the City’s planning and design team were involved in 

many aspects, including the first example of transferring floor space 

between sites over a public street anywhere in the state. Tonnes of 

carbon emissions have been saved by pursuing a refurbishment rather 

than a knock-down rebuild. The new front façade materials not only return 

the building to its original appearance, but also insulate against heat gain 

and loss, and the rear lane has been returned to public access, creating a 

walking link between Phillip and Young streets. There is also new public 

art, featuring some of the building’s original materials. The north of the 

CBD has gone through a great deal of renewal, with new towers as well 

as fine grain laneways along the waterfront.

 

PRESERVING AND PROMOTING HOUSING FOR ALL

Boronia Apartments on Bourke Street, Waterloo, – a City West Community Housing project – is officially open. These apartments are 

an outstanding contribution to growing Green Square urban renewal. Genuinely sustainable, they will deliver long-term affordability, 

with all rents based on household income capped at a maximum of 30%, a significant reduction compared to local market rents. 

Residents will have excellent public transport, walking and cycling facilities, and access to award-winning public facilities we have delivered 

through our $1.8 billion infrastructure plan for the area. Access to affordable housing is essential for a diverse, cohesive and economically 

successful global city, but more importantly, it is a basic human right. Developments like Boronia Apartments play a leading role in our 

commitment to delivering a mix of housing close to services, infrastructure, education and jobs. Boronia Apartments has been made 

possible by a unique funding arrangement. City West Housing used Affordable Housing Contributions collected from developers by 

the City of Sydney to help complete this building, they also received funding and a loan from Housing Australia, as well as a grant 

from Homes NSW. Meeting our ambitious housing targets requires a shared effort from all levels of government, as well as the 

development industry and community housing providers.

Restored Chinatown Gates re-opened as part of Dixon Street renewal Image: Nick Langley

TBC

Oxford Street is now safer and easier to get around on foot or bike thanks to City of Sydney upgrades including a dedicated 

separated cycleway. Connecting Castlereagh Street and Taylor Square, this crucial link in the bike network supports people 

riding the busy route, providing access to dedicated cycleways along Castlereagh, Liverpool, College and Bourke streets. People 

walking will also benefit as the project has improved crossings at side streets, created a buffer from vehicles, calmed traffic and will 

reduce the instances of peope riding bikes on the footpath. And creating a more pleasant environment for people is great for businesses 

along the famous strip, with more people walking by and lingering. The Oxford Street west project was jointly funded by the City                          

of Sydney and the NSW Government through its Get NSW Active program.  

Image: Nick Langley
Boronia Apartments, Waterloo

Lord Mayor Clover Moore and Alex Greenwich MP with Judy Mundey

WOOLLOOMOOLOO TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

BOOSTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN GREEN SQUARE 

SYDNEY’S FIRST SKYSCRAPER RESTORED

 Alfred Street skyscraper Image: Nick Langley

Image: Nick Langley
Image: Nick Langley

RECENT PROJECTS AROUND OUR CITY

Image: Nick Langley
Boarding houses on Selwyn Street

Architect: Group GSA. Owner: Goodman Group Image: Tyrone Branigan

CITY WINS CASE TO PROTECT BOARDING HOUSE

Eminent international jurist, Navi Pillay, has been selected as the recipient of the 2025 Sydney Peace Prize. Navi Pillay, former 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, was selected for a lifetime of advocating for fundamental human rights, 
peace with justice and the rights of women. Navi continues this important work in her current role as the Chair of the United Nations 
International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Navi is scheduled to visit Sydney later this year for a lecture 
tour. For the past 27 years, the City of Sydney has partnered with the Sydney Peace Foundation to help create a peaceful, fair, just and 
compassionate world. As Australia’s only international award for peace, the annual Sydney Peace Prize reminds us of the urgent 
need to address conflict where we see it, and to think more deeply about the world and our values.

2025 SYDNEY PEACE PRIZE RECIPIENT ANNOUNCED

With Melanie Morrison, Sydney Peace Foundation (SPF) Director; Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees AM, SPF Founder; Alistair Gee, SPF Acting Deputy 
Chair; Professor Fleur Johns, USyd Dean of the School of Law; and Chris Sidoti, Member of United Nations International Commission of Inquiry Image: Nick Langley

 OXFORD STREET CYCLEWAY NOW OPEN
Image: Anna Rigg
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BUDGET FOR A MORE SUSTAINABLE, INCLUSIVE AND RESILIENT CITY
On top of ensuring our high level of service delivery, asset maintenance, and social, cultural and environmental programs, we have earmarked almost $2.7 billion to increase open space and invest 

in community infrastructure, urban transformation and new facilities over the next 10 years. Big ticket items factored in this budget include the development of Town Hall Square, waiving fees for outdoor 

dining and community groups booking venues, and boosting cleansing services across the city. 

Image: Phoebe Pratt

Road resurfacing Image: Chris Southwood

Wrap with Love Image: Chris Southwood Gunyama Park Image: Place Design Group

Paddington Town Hall

Artist impression of Town Hall Square

Greenway connector Image: Will Jones

Belmore Park Image: Lucinda Varney Airview Group

Sydney Park brick kilns Image: Katherine Griffiths

Huntley Street recreation centre 

Artist impression:  Collins and Turner

Crown Street improvements Image: Nick Langley

Green Square Public School and community space Image:  School infrastructure

Outdoor dining Image: Phoebe Pratt

Waterloo Oval Image: Katherine Griffiths

OPERATIONAL BUDGET FOR THE COMING YEAR
CAPITAL WORKS IN PROGRESS

AND PROJECTS INCLUDED IN OUR LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLAN

New Year’s Eve Image: Keith McInnes

$86 MILLION
Increased cleansing and resource 

recovery including waste 
collection, street cleansing and 

removing illegally dumped goods.

$68 MILLION
Maintaining infrastructure 
including footpaths, roads, parks, 

removing graffiti and managing 

more than 50,000 trees.

$20 MILLION
Waiving outdoor dining fees to 

support local businesses trading 

outside.

$38 MILLION
Major events including 
programming for Christmas, New 

Year’s Eve, Sydney Lunar Festival 

and Sydney Streets parties.

$29 MILLION
Grants ranging from creative  
and food support, the Aboriginal  

and Torres Strait Islander 
collaboration fund, support 
for homelessness services, 
accommodation  
grants and  
sponsorship  
of festivals  
and events.

$185 MILLION
Upgrading Sydney Square and 

starting Town Hall Square

$78 MILLION
Constructing new multi-
purpose sports fields and 
centre at Mandible Street, 
Alexandria

$73.5 MILLION
Redeveloping the Bay Street 
depot

$37.9 MILLION
Building the Green Square to 
Ashmore connector

$25 MILLION
Restoring Paddington Town Hall

$13.4 MILLION
Renewing Waterloo Oval  
and Park

$18.9 MILLION
Redeveloping Belmore Park  
at Central Station

$8.5 MILLION
Improving Crown Street

$5.8 MILLION
Advancing the Dixon Street
renewal

$10.4 MILLION
Repairing and landscaping the 

Sydney Park brick kilns

$10.4 MILLION
Building the new Huntley Street 

public recreation and sports 
centre in Alexandria

$9.2 MILLION
Completing the pedestrianisation 

of George Street north 

$12.7 MILLION
Upgrading the lighting and 
power in Hyde Park

$11.4 MILLION
Adding 6,300 square metres of 

extra space to Gunyama Park

$5.1 MILLION
Developing Green Square Public 

School community spaces
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