
Sydney Lunar Festival once again entertained 
thousands of people with more than two 
weeks of family-friendly music, feasts and 
performances welcoming the Year of the Snake.

The celebrations covered a bigger area than 
ever around Dixon Street and included Sydney 
Lunar Streets, illuminated lanterns, lunar feasts, 
dragon boat racing, lion dancing and colourful 
banner galleries. The City of Sydney has overseen 
the Festival’s programming for 30 years and it 
continues to be one of the largest outside Asia and 
a wonderful demonstration of Sydney’s diversity. 
The Year of the Snake is said to symbolise 
transformation, which is particularly relevant 
as we deliver our $44 million rejuvenation of 
the historic Chinatown precinct. 

The curved roads on both 
sides of Oxford Street at 
Taylor Square are now 
painted with pride. 

Just in time for Mardi Gras, 
we completed work on a 
new colourful Progress 
Pride flag on a raised 
intersection at Taylor Square 
where Forbes and Bourke 
streets meet, outside 
Qtopia, Sydney’s new 
home of queer history and 
culture. The work mirrors 
Sydney’s earlier rainbow 
crossing on the other  
side of Taylor Square  
on Campbell Street.

 Officially opening the work at Qtopia, Taylor Square

The City provided seed funding to help establish Qtopia, and 
provided a temporary home in the Green Park bandstand during 
WorldPride two years ago. When Qtopia moved into its permanent 
home in the old Darlinghurst police station and jail, we provided 
support for free entry on Sundays. The Free Sundays initiative has 
been a stunning success, with over 16,000 visitors passing through 
Qtopia’s doors in the first year, many of whom also visited local 
businesses. Council has now resolved to continue this support. 
Five exhibitions will open this month and a further 12 exhibitions 
are planned for the first floor of the former Police Station when the 
building works are completed. 

Vale David Polson

David Polson, Qtopia’s visionary founding chair, passed away in 
February this year. David was among the first 400 Australians to 
be diagnosed with HIV and volunteered to undergo gruelling drug 
trials to progress the development of medical treatment. He worked 
as an AIDS educator and advocate before bringing together the 
steering committee and patrons that would go on to develop Qtopia, 
Sydney’s home of Queer History and Culture. David will be missed.

 

ONE YEAR OF QTOPIA

 

SYDNEY WELCOMES 
THE YEAR OF THE SNAKE

 

NEW RAINBOW AT TAYLOR SQUARE
Clover at Lunar New Year handing out red envelopes

David Polson with Clover at Qtopia 

Share bikes have the potential to play an important role in our transport mix, with 60,000 bike share trips per week in our area so 
far this year. However, they can cause clutter in our public domain and pose a safety risk for people walking. We recently launched a 
trial of on-street share bike parking bays, with one now open in Haymarket and more to come in Potts Point, Paddington and Chippendale. 
Share bike companies will use their smart phone apps to encourage riders to park in these dedicated spaces, off the footpath, and deploy 
bikes at these locations. Vehicles parking or loading won’t be impacted because these spaces had previously been designated as No 
Stopping. We will continue advocating for the State Government to implement consistent share bike regulation across all councils, 
while doing what we can within our power to improve conditions for people walking and riding in our local area.

To ensure a greater mix of housing, developers in the City 
of Sydney local area are required to make a contribution 
toward the delivery of rent-controlled apartments. Around 
3,388 affordable homes have already been built , are in 
the pre-application or development pipeline stages, and 
another 1,950 affordable homes are able to be delivered 
when development takes place. Following a comprehensive 
review by an expert land economist, we are proposing 
two changes to the way contributions are calculated. The 
first is to increase the contributions we receive when we 
rezone a site to enable more height and density. The second 
increases the dollar rate of contributions per square metre 
to better reflect the development costs across the City. 
Hundreds more affordable homes are expected as a 
result of the proposed changes.

The former NSW Government 
committed to significant 
development in and around the 
Pyrmont Peninsula, providing 
space for 23,000 jobs and 4,100 
new homes. To support this growth 
and increase amenity, the former 
government committed to returning 
the Wentworth Park Greyhound Track 
to public open space when its lease 
expires in 2027. However, the current 
NSW Government is considering 
extending the greyhound racing 
lease, reversing this commitment. 
Council recently agreed to 
developing a concept plan 
Wentworth Park without the track, 
and to continue its advocacy to the 
State Government. 

GETTING ON WITH TOWN HALL SQUARE!
At our last meeting, Council 
unanimously endorsed my motion 
asking the City to begin the 
delivery of Town Hall Square as 
part of our 2025/26 budget.

Sydney is Australia’s global city, 
and like other major cities, it needs 
large welcoming civic spaces for 
its growing residential and working 
populations and for our local, 
national and international visitors.

For more than three decades,  
the City of Sydney under 
successive Lord Mayors has been 
progressively acquiring properties 
opposite Town Hall to create space 
for a future Town Hall Square.

Given the age of these buildings, 
the cost to maintain and upgrade 
them to comply with current 
standards and attract new tenants 
is becoming prohibitive.

Investing in buildings we intend to 
demolish for the future Town Hall 
Square is not prudent.

That is why I asked Council to  
re-evaluate and adapt to changing 
conditions by moving the project 
forward in this year’s budget.

Through the George Street light 
rail pedestrianisation, we have 
reclaimed over 20,000 square 
metres of former roadway for 
people, and we have about 6,000 

additional square metres in design 
and planning. 

Creating this additional space 
has been transformative, and this 
new civic square will take our 
work creating a city for people 
even further.

Lord Mayor of Sydney  
Clover Moore AO

How to contact the City of Sydney Visit: City of Sydney, Town Hall House, 456 Kent Street, Sydney 
Post: GPO Box 1591, Sydney NSW 2001 T: 02 9265 9333 
Email: council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au Online: cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
Your councillors are: Clover Moore AO (CMIT) / Olly Arkins (ALP) / Sylvie Ellsmore (GRN)  
Lyndon Gannon (LIB) / Robert Kok (CMIT) / Zann Maxwell (ALP) / Jess Miller (CMIT)  
Matthew Thompson (GRN) / Yvonne Weldon AM (YWI) / Adam Worling (CMIT)

If you require this information in an alternative format please contact:

City of Sydney: 02 9265 9333 council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
Translating & Interpreting Service (TIS):13 14 50

Town Hall Square artist impression

Progress Pride Flag raising at Town Hall

To officially mark the start of the 
Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi 
Gras this year, we once again raised 
the Progress Pride Flag above 
Town Hall. We also opened a newly 
painted flag on the curved roadway 
in front of Qtopia, at Taylor Square. 
Read more about it on the back 
page. Symbols are important. Such 
prominent displays of the Progress 
Pride flag sends the resounding 
message that everyone is welcome 
in Sydney. Championing equality and 
human rights, the theme for the 2025 
Mardi Gras Festival was “free to be”, 
encouraging everyone to embrace  
and celebrate individuality and bravery. 
Happy Mardi Gras all!

FLAG RAISED 
OVER TOWN HALL 
FOR MARDI GRAS

April 2025

NSW’S FIRST ON-STREET SHARE BIKE

                   PARKING BAYS

Shared bike parking bays

AFFORDABLE HOUSING REVAMP SET TO BOOST NUMBERS

GREYHOUND TRACK MUST BE RETURNED TO PARKLAND

Green Square
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50 years ago, a plot of vacant land owned by the 

former Rachel Forster Hospital was taken over 

by local residents who transformed what was a 

fenced off, unused, derelict and rubbish-strewn 

area into the Douglas Street Peoples’ Park. 25 

years later the Government tried to sell off the land, 

and for the second time, the community was forced 

to rally and save the park. We have now upgraded 

the park with a new stone ramp to improve 

entry, planted beautiful gardens and installed 

new and improved playground equipment with 

hopscotch, trampolines, a double swing with 

seat and toddler basket, all protected by a great 

shade structure.

AND MORE SPACE FOR PEOPLE  

ON CASTLEREAGH STREET

Douglas Street People’s Park

We are upgrading more than 4,500 square metres of parks and 

playground at the Redfern Community Centre, Yellomundee Park and 

Hugo Street Reserve. Informed by extensive community engagement, 

the project will deliver greener, cooler parks with native trees and 

plants, safer and more welcoming spaces and new play and recreation 

opportunities. An Aboriginal-owned consultancy will lead design and 

development with the local community. We will ensure Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander owned and operated businesses and 

workers are involved through construction.

The City is currently conducting an expression of 

interest to redevelop our Cope Street car park into  

a not-for-profit aged care facility for at least 50 older 

people. We recognise that there is a need for culturally 

appropriate aged care in inner Sydney and have been 

creative with land we own to enable this project. We 

will be selling the site for a token $1 to a community 

housing provider on the condition it delivers aged 

care accommodation in perpetuity, and a 55-space 

community car park underneath. This makes the 

affordable and diverse housing project viable, while 

locals will continue to have space to park their cars. 

AND TRANSFORMING 

A CAR PARK INTO 
AFFORDABLE AGED CARE

Changes to bus routes shifted a large number of buses 

from Castlereagh Street to Elizabeth Street. The reduced 

bus traffic created an opportunity to deliver more space 

for people to walk, ride and dine. We have now doubled the 

footpath space and upgraded 3,000 square metres of public 

domain between Liverpool and King streets. Taking advantage 

of the extra space, four new businesses have already been 

approved for outdoor dining, and we have added 12 trees 

and 25 benches for people to stop and rest. We have also 

added a cycleway creating a continuous safe link between 

Circular Quay, Central and Green Square, and soon to the 

Oxford Street cycleway to the east.

PLAYGROUND UPGRADED IN SURRY HILLS

THE PEOPLES’ PARK 

RESTORED

Yellomundee Park artist impression

 Redfern Community Centre and parks artist impression

Arthur Street Reserve and Playground was created in 1962 as a place for children to play, away from the street. And although 

small, it remains an important community asset of green open space in the dense urban environment of Surry Hills. We have just 

completed a major renovation based on thorough consultation between the City and the local community. We relocated the playground to 

increase the open space and improve safety, added a new play structure with steps for toddlers, a slide, firepole, climbing challenge and 

new swing and a nature play area. We have also created better community space with more seats and tables.

Castlereagh Street improvements

PARKS IMPROVED TO HELP 

COMMUNITY CONNECT TO COUNTRY

REDFERN TERRACE TO BECOME  

A LIVING MUSEUM

Innovative solar panels

We are also in the process of commissioning Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander artists to transform a terrace house into a living museum. The 

building is currently adorned with the iconic Welcome to Redfern mural, 

completed by Reko Rennie and young local Aboriginal artists in 2013. At the 

end of last year, we put a call out for ideas from First Nations creatives to think 

about how the building could be used to showcase and collect contemporary 

and archival materials and stories. We’re hopeful that this terrace on 

Caroline Street will display local memories, knowledge and histories 

shared by Aboriginal residents of The Block, from snippets of everyday life 

to nationally significant events.
Between December 2023 and March 2024, we 

partnered with experts from Western Sydney 

University to conduct the most detailed 

analysis of urban heat ever carried out in our 

area. One and a half million measurements 

were taken using bespoke temperature gauges 

placed in parks, streets, the foreshore and 

industrial areas. The study reveals important 

insights into Sydney’s microclimates and helps 

identify areas hit hardest by extreme heat. 

This will help prioritise our response, such 

as targeted tree planting or guiding our work 

with St Vincent’s Hospital to ensure priority 

community members have access to cooling 

shelters when the mercury soars. Over the past 

20 years we have planted over 17,000 street 

trees and 150,000m of landscaping, and 

are the only Australian city to consistently 

increase canopy cover, which helps meet the 

challenge of rising temperatures.

BEATING THE HEAT

In an Australian-first, we are now using runoff water 

from Royal Prince Alfred Hospital’s kidney dialysis 

machines in our street cleaning trucks. Around 50 dialysis 

machines, used for up to 14 hours a day, require ultrapure 

water. Rather than simply going down the drain, excess 

runoff water is now collected and stored in two on-site 

tanks, designed and built during the redevelopment of the 

Professor Marie Bashir Centre in 2020. By using this stored 

excess water in street cleaning, the City of Sydney and 

Royal Prince Alfred hospital can save up to 1.5 million 

litres of water every year.

LIFE-SAVING WATER

An army of maggots has already eaten their way through almost 

90 tonnes of discarded food scraps in a City of Sydney project 

exploring sustainable waste solutions. This system diverts food 

scraps from landfill, preventing the harmful methane emissions 

released during decay. Since January, this NSW-first council trial 

has turned food waste from inner Sydney into around 19,000kg 

of fertiliser and 6,000kg of protein-rich animal feed. This system 

diverts food scraps from landfill, preventing the harmful 

methane emissions released during decay.

NSW-FIRST TRIAL USES INSECTS 

TO TRANSFORM FOOD WASTE

Redfern Terrace Cope Street car park Heat sensors in our streets

Clover visiting the Alexandria 

food scraps facility

RPA street cleaning partnership

 

RECENTLY OPENED CAPITAL WORKS

 

The area is experiencing 

major changes with increased 

development around the 

railway and the new Waterloo 

metro station. The City is 

working to ensure it remains 

a place for people, with 

Redfern’s Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander culture 

and heritage at its heart.

BIG THINGS HAPPENING IN REDFERN

 

Climate Action Week 

Sydney, a series of 

community-led events from 

all aspects of the climate 

action ecosystem, was 

held in March with the City 

participating in many of 

the events. Since 2006, 

we have reduced 76% of 

emissions in our operations 

through management, 

efficiency, electrification 

and switching to renewable 

energy, and are working 

on further meaningful and 

innovative action.

PUTTING CLIMATE FIRST
In the past 20 years, we have 

completed 143 park upgrades and 

created 36 new or expanded parks. 

And over the next 10 years, we will 

create or upgrade 60 more parks 

across the City.

Arthur Street 
Reserve and 
Playground
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