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Built environment
Public spaces
We know that public life needs to be at the top of our agenda and we are taking great care to accommodate for the people populating our cities – our residents.

[image: Decorative]





Why this is a focus for us

With the human dimension as a starting point Jan Gehl has through the last 30 years worked to improve city environments in Denmark and abroad.

In support of Sustainable Sydney 2030–2050 Continuing the Vision for city spaces that are connected, safe and attractive, we have looked at Gehl’s ideas of creating a stronger ‘coherence between the life lived and the planned or existing building structures’.

We know that public life needs to be at the top of our agenda and we are taking great care to accommodate for the people populating our cities - our residents.




Gehl Architects’ studies
Gehl Architects has been commissioned to undertake various studies in the city. One of the studies analysed public life and space to help create quality urban environments. The report provides a blueprint to transform our city centre into a welcoming, public transport-orientated, green, connected, and distinctive place.
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Research & reports
Public spaces & public life studiesPublished 29 April 2021







How we are achieving this

There are a number of strategies and plans that guide public domain improvements in the local area to bring life and vitality into our public spaces.

Public domain improvement works are guided by 3 types of documents:

	strategies and plans
	design codes
	technical details


Strategies and action plans
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Strategies & action plans
Liveable green networkPublished 30 May 2011
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Strategies & action plans
Greening Sydney strategyPublished 11 July 2023
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Strategies & action plans
Cycling strategy and action planPublished 6 October 2023
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Strategies & action plans
Urban forest strategyPublished 26 July 2023
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Strategies & action plans
City Art public art strategyPublished 16 May 2011
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Strategies & action plans
Wayfinding strategyPublished 14 November 2012
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Public domain plans
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Strategies & action plans
City north public domain planPublished 22 March 2023
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Strategies & action plans
Town Hall precinct public domain planPublished 18 November 2021
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Strategies & action plans
City south public domain planPublished 18 November 2021
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Strategies & action plans
Haymarket and Chinatown public domain planPublished 25 January 2024
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Strategies & action plans
Green Square town centre public domain strategyPublished 25 March 2013
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Strategies & action plans
George Street 2020: A public domain activation strategyPublished 10 August 2015
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Strategies & action plans
Harbour north public domain studyPublished 27 August 2020
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Design codes & technical specifications
Standards and requirements for development applications and works on public land.






Inclusive and accessible public spaces
The inclusive and accessible public domain policy guides an inclusive and accessible public domain and enables people with disability who live, work in or visit the city to experience greater independence and dignity, and more equitable opportunities for social and economic inclusion.

The policy and guidelines provide a framework to apply relevant Australian access standards consistently. This includes best practice approaches in the design, maintenance and management of public domain spaces such as streets, footpaths, parks and open spaces, and infrastructure including street furniture.

The policy and guidelines apply to all new and upgraded public domain spaces and infrastructure built by us or third parties such as contractors or developers as part of voluntary planning agreements. They:

	set out minimum requirements for access and examples of best practice to strive for
	provide flexibility for managing design challenges with guidance on design and decision making, including how to seek expert advice
	support us and others using public spaces to maintain access by setting minimum requirements
	describe best practice for inclusion and access during temporary disruptions such as construction, events, markets, filming and other activities.
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Policies
Inclusive and accessible public domain policyPublished 1 October 2019
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The City of Sydney acknowledges the Gadigal of the Eora nation as the Traditional Custodians of our local area
See how we are taking action to support and recognise Sydney’s First Nations communities.







